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SESSION 4


ONE CONVERSATION


Use the following thoughts and questions to have one spiritual conversation. You can pick and choose, use them all or just allow the statement 
to be your guide. The emphasis shouldn’t be about having all the answers, but simply having a conversation.


Scripture
Exodus 13:17-22; 14:1-14,21-31


1. Opening Statement
Begin your conversation by asking about this main point:


God protects His people and brings judgment upon those who oppose Him. 
This main point is the biblical truth the student’s study was built around. Each week there will be one statement that ties the whole 
study together. These would be great statements to remember together. The hope is that thoughts and ideas will stem from these 
statements. You can also begin by sharing a thought of your own that you learned during your study of the same session. Ask what 
thoughts were surprising as the study was taught.


2. Thought From the Study
When we are more focused on our circumstances (like the sea and the army in the case of the Israelites), we will always begin to 
worry. But when we are focused on God and His greatness and power, then no circumstances are too scary because God is always 
bigger. 


 Y Do you usually react like the Israelites when your circumstances become difficult?


3. Quote for Discussion
Discuss this quote together. How does this change your understanding of a relationship with Jesus?


“We must trust that the God who cares more for us than we do for ourselves will lead us in his paths for his great name’s  
sake, just as he has promised.” —J. D. Greear, Jesus, Continued


4. Conversation Questions
Use these questions to begin thinking through and applying the lessons to your family life: 


1. How does our family respond to stress? Are we quick to worry and complain, or do we immediately trust God? Explain.
2.  When have we been able to look back and see how God has guided our family? How does that help us trust Him with 


the future?
3.  What is the appropriate response to God’s protection and intervention in difficult circumstances? In what ways can 


our family improve when it comes to recognizing God’s work in our circumstances and giving Him praise?
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ITEM 3


MOSES SPEAKS 
TO GOD


God reveals Himself to Moses and 
promises redemption.


GOD’S GLORY 
IS REVEALED


God displays His glory 
among all the peoples.


JUDGE AND 
SAVIOR


Even in the midst of His 
judgment, God provides a means 


of salvation.


THE RED SEA
God continues to provide for His 
people by parting the Red Sea.


THE 
WILDERNESS


Israel is to walk in faith and 
follow after God on their way to 


the promised land.


THE GOLDEN CALF
Israel commits idolatry against God. 


THE 
COMMANDMENTS 


(PART 1)
God gives Israel instructions on 


how to relate to Him.


THE COMMANDMENTS 
(PART 2)


God Gives Israel instructions on 
how to relate to others.  


THE TABERNACLE
The tabernacle is built so that God 


may dwell among His people.


ATONEMENT 
SACRIFICES (PART 1)


The burnt, grain, and fellowship 
offerings are explained.


ATONEMENT 
SACRIFICES (PART 2)
The sin and restitution offerings are explained.


MOSES’ FAREWELL 
ADDRESS


Moses’ final instructions to 
the children of Israel.








ITEM 2


Moses
Born into a Hebrew slave family 


during the time of the oppression in 
Egypt. He was providentially spared 
of being included in the infanticide 


that took place during that time, and 
was raised in the house of Pharaoh. 


Moses was eventually used by 
God to deliver God’s people from 


Egyptian slavery and lead them to 
the promised land. The first five 


books of the Bible are traditionally 
attributed to Moses.


Bezalel
Commissioned and gifted by God 


to be the lead artist and craftsman 
of the wilderness Tabernacle. He 
also was commissioned to make 
the garments of the high priest, 
consisting of dazzling gems and 
elaborate design “for glory and 


beauty” (Ex. 28:2). 


Pharaoh
Pharaoh is another name for the 
Egyptian king at the time of the 


Exodus. Scholars are divided as to 
the exact timing of the Exodus, some 


placing it earlier around 1450-1425 
B.C., while others place it around 
1304-1237 B.C. If the exodus took 
place earlier, then the most likely 


Pharaoh involved would have been 
Amenophis II, whereas a later date 


would point to Rameses II as the 
Pharaoh during that time.


Oholiab
A craftsman and one of 


Bezalel’s assistants who was 
partly responsible for making 


the wilderness tabernacle and 
its furnishings. His skill derived 


from his being filled with the 
Spirit of God. 


High Priest
The office of high priest begins with Aaron, the older brother of Moses, 


and is carried on through his descendants. The high priest had many 
responsibilities, the most important arguably being the sacrifice 


he would make on behalf of himself and the people on the Day of 
Atonement, when he would enter the most holy place and sprinkle 
blood on the mercy seat. In addition to that, the high priest would 
share in other priestly duties, ultimately foreshadowing the great 


High Priest that would one day come—Jesus Christ. 


Aaron
The older brother to Moses who played a significant role 


in helping Moses lead the Hebrews out of slavery in Egypt. 
He often spoke and acted from Moses’ instruction, since 


Moses initially complained to God about not being a capable 
speaker (though this subsides throughout Exodus). He led 


the artistic manufacturing of an idol (the golden calf), which 
consequently led people into sin. However, he went on to 


become the first high priest of the tabernacle, thus illustrating 
the grace of God in someone’s life.


Key Figures
IN EXODUS





























ESSENTIAL DOCTRINES


ITEM 1


SIN AS IDOLATRY
Sin is not only a physical act of rebellion against God, such as lying or stealing, but it is also a 
matter of the heart. The physical displays of sin are the fruit of what has been birthed in the 
heart of a person (Matt. 15:10-20). In Scripture, idolatry usually refers to bowing down to a 
statue made of wood or gold, worshipping created things instead of the Creator. But idolatry 
can take on more subtle forms: a seeking of approval, security, power, pleasure, etc. We can 
diagnose the idolatry of our hearts by examining the areas where the desires of our hearts 
have turned into idolatrous demands (Jas. 4:1-3).


CHRIST AS SACRIFICE
There are several signs, symbols, and pointers in the 
Old Testament that foreshadowed Christ as being the 
sacrificial Lamb of God who would take away the sins of 
the world. However, unlike the sacrificial system of the 
Old Testament, whose sacrifices were unable to take away 
sin (Heb. 10:4), Christ’s sacrifice on the cross was able to 
remove our sin “once and for all.”


SIN AS MISSING THE MARK
One aspect of sin is missing the mark of God’s standards set for humanity. Missing the mark 
isn’t simply making a mistake, but consciously choosing to sin and falling short of God’s 
glory as a result. We may refer to sin as a failure on the part of humans to live according to 
God’s standards, but we must recognize this failure is intentional. We miss the mark when we 
deliberately choose to cast aside God’s purpose for us.


GOD IS ONE
The Bible affirms that God is one, as seen in Deuteronomy 6:4-9, otherwise known 
as the Shema. In both Old and New Testament times, the advocacy of monotheism 
(belief in one God) was contrary to the surrounding culture. Where most cultures 
practiced polytheism (belief in multiple gods) or henotheism (the worship of one 
god with the belief in multiple gods), the people of God knew, based upon God’s 
self-revelation, that Yahweh, the Lord, was the only one, true God.


GOD IS HOLY
God’s holiness refers to His uniqueness in being separate from 
all He has created. The Hebrew word for holy means “separate” 
or “set apart.” God’s holiness also refers to His absolute 
purity. God is unstained by the evil of the world. His goodness 
is perfect, and the moral code we find in the Scriptures is a 
reflection of His holy nature. As people made in God’s image, 
we are called to holiness.


JESUS’ DEITY
Within the person of Jesus Christ, there are two natures—the divine nature and the human 
nature. Scripture teaches that Jesus is fully divine and fully human. His divinity is on 
display in passages that describe Him as being equal with God (see John 1:1-18; Phil. 2:5-11; 
Col. 1:15-20; Heb. 1:1-3). The New Testament also points to the deity of Christ by showing 
how He possesses attributes that God alone possesses (see Mic. 5:2; John 1:4), how He 
performs works that only God performs (see Mark 2:5-12; John 10:28; 17:2), and how He 
Himself claims to be the Son of God (see John 8:58; 10:30; 17:5; Matt. 26:63-64).


ENSLAVED TO SIN
Because of the fall of Adam and Even in the garden of Eden, all of humanity 
has inherited a sin nature that inclines them toward sin and rebellion. Human 
beings are enslaved to sin (Rom. 6:17), continually living with the propensity 
to transgress God’s commandments whenever possible. It isn’t until one 
experiences salvation through the work of Christ that he or she is able to 
overcome sin’s enslavement through the power of the Holy Spirit (Rom. 8:2).


MIRACLES
A miracle is an event in which God makes an exception to the natural order of things, 
or supersedes the natural laws, for the purpose of demonstrating His glory and/or 
validating His message. Miracles are recorded throughout Scripture; miraculous signs 
and wonders were oftentimes evident when a prophet or an apostle was speaking 
God’s message to the people. Because we believe God to be all-powerful and 
personally involved in this world, we believe He can and does perform miracles.


RANSOM THEORY OF ATONEMENT
According to this theory, Christ’s atonement was a cosmic victory over sin, Satan, and 
death. Christ was the ransom payment necessary to release humanity from bondage 
to Satan’s kingdom. Some passages of Scripture speak of Christ as being a ransom 
for humanity (Mark 10:45), and many refer to His victory over sin, death, and Satan 
(Col. 2:15). The ransom theory at its best, however, does not see the ransom as being 
owed to Satan, but as being offered to God.


CHRIST AS PRIEST
As our Great High Priest, Jesus accomplishes the work of reconciling us to God. 
He is the One whose perfect righteousness is presented to the Father for our 
justification. He is the One who intercedes for us before the Father (Heb. 7:25; 
9:24) and prays for us to remain faithful (Luke 22:31; John 17).


SATISFACTION THEORY OF ATONEMENT
According to this theory, the atonement of Christ satisfies every requirement for God 
to be able to forgive the failures of humanity. God has not been given the proper honor 
He is due; in His death, Jesus compensated for the failure to give honor by willingly 
going to the cross as the God-man to pay the price for humanity’s sins.


MORAL INFLUENCE THEORY OF ATONEMENT
According to this theory, Christ’s sacrifice should be seen as a demonstration of God’s love, a display that 
produces a change of attitude within humanity. This theory is part but not all of what Christ accomplished 
on the cross since it leaves out God’s wrath against sinners and His requirement of satisfaction for sin. Still, 
it does remind us that the cross is the greatest example of God’s love, and this love must provoke gratitude 
and praise on our behalf.


GOVERNMENTAL THEORY OF ATONEMENT
According to this theory, the cross of Christ is the ultimate demonstration of God’s 
hatred for sin. Understanding the seriousness with which God takes sin, humanity is 
motivated to cease from sinning. While this view portrays Christ as suffering for us, it 
does not lift Him up as a substitutionary sacrifice for our sin.


SIN AND DEATH
The ultimate consequence for sin is death—physical death, spiritual death, and eternal death (Rom. 6:23). 
God was clear to Adam and Eve in the garden of Eden that if they ate from the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil, they would surely die (Gen. 2:17). The type of death that would result from the fall in the 
garden wasn’t only physical death, but spiritual death—separation from God. Spiritual death continues 
in a permanent state when someone dies apart from the reconciling work of Christ, who defeated death 
through His own sacrifice on the cross and subsequent resurrection.


PEOPLE OF GOD
Scripture describes the church as the people of God (2 Cor. 6:16). Comprised of both Jew and Gentile, 
the church is created by God through the atoning death of Christ. The term “church” is used in two 
senses—individual local churches that have covenanted together under the Lordship of Christ, and 
the universal church that comprises all believers in Christ in all times. As the people of God, the 
church seeks to live under Christ’s authority while we are protected and cared for by Him.


AUTHORITY OF SCRIPTURE
Since the Bible is the inspired Word of God, containing God’s special revelation to 
humanity, it is the ultimate standard of authority for those who follow Christ. Because it is 
truthful in everything it teaches, Scripture is humanity’s source for wisdom, instructing us 
on how to live life well to the glory of God. Submitting to the authority of Scripture means 
that we are to believe and obey God by believing and obeying His Word.








SESSION 3


ONE CONVERSATION


Use the following thoughts and questions to have one spiritual conversation. You can pick and choose, use them all or just allow the statement 
to be your guide. The emphasis shouldn’t be about having all the answers, but simply having a conversation.


Scripture
Exodus 11:4-8; 12:1-13,29-32


1. Opening Statement
Begin your conversation by asking about this main point:


Even in His righteous judgment, God offers salvation through the sacrifice of a substitute.
This main point is the biblical truth the student’s study was built around. Each week there will be one statement that ties the whole 
study together. These would be great statements to remember together. The hope is that thoughts and ideas will stem from these 
statements. You can also begin by sharing a thought of your own that you learned during your study of the same session. Ask what 
thoughts were surprising as the study was taught.


2. Thought From the Study
This need for a perfect sacrifice reminds us of our own state. We, being corrupted by our sin, cannot save ourselves. Our good works 
are like the blemished lamb—unworthy before a holy God. We need one who serves as a substitute on our behalf. Jesus is the Lamb 
for the household of God. Only through faith in Him are our sins covered. He alone is our hope. Paul says, “for Christ our Passover 
has been sacrificed” (1 Cor 5:7b).


Similarly, those who have been born again have Christ’s blood covering them. God sees Christ’s blood on us and passes over our 
sin. He forgives our trespasses and accepts Christ’s righteousness as our own.


 Y Why was it important for the sacrificial lamb to be spotless? What did being spotless signify? 


3. Quote for Discussion
Discuss this quote together. How does this change your understanding of a relationship with Jesus?


“True, Christ died for our sins as a sacrifice, and as a priest he sprinkleth with his blood the mercy seat.” —John Bunyan


4. Conversation Questions
Use these questions to begin thinking through and applying the lessons to your family life: 


1.  In what ways does our family celebrate special occasions such as birthdays, Christmas, etc.? Do you think it’s equally 
important for our family to celebrate the Lord’s Supper together? Why or why not?


2.  The blood on the door was a public statement for all to see. What characteristics should distinguish our family from 
those who do not worship God?


3. How does worshiping God together as a family impact our witness for Christ?
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ITEM 3


MOSES SPEAKS 
TO GOD


God reveals Himself to Moses and 
promises redemption.


GOD’S GLORY 
IS REVEALED


God displays His glory 
among all the peoples.


JUDGE AND 
SAVIOR


Even in the midst of His 
judgment, God provides a means 


of salvation.


THE RED SEA
God continues to provide for His 
people by parting the Red Sea.


THE 
WILDERNESS


Israel is to walk in faith and 
follow after God on their way to 


the promised land.


THE GOLDEN CALF
Israel commits idolatry against God. 


THE 
COMMANDMENTS 


(PART 1)
God gives Israel instructions on 


how to relate to Him.


THE COMMANDMENTS 
(PART 2)


God Gives Israel instructions on 
how to relate to others.  


THE TABERNACLE
The tabernacle is built so that God 


may dwell among His people.


ATONEMENT 
SACRIFICES (PART 1)


The burnt, grain, and fellowship 
offerings are explained.


ATONEMENT 
SACRIFICES (PART 2)
The sin and restitution offerings are explained.


MOSES’ FAREWELL 
ADDRESS


Moses’ final instructions to 
the children of Israel.








SESSION 6


ONE CONVERSATION


Use the following thoughts and questions to have one spiritual conversation. You can pick and choose, use them all or just allow the statement 
to be your guide. The emphasis shouldn’t be about having all the answers, but simply having a conversation.


Scripture
Exodus 32:1-14


1. Opening Statement
Begin your conversation by asking about this main point:


Idolatry is putting something or someone in the place of God. 
This main point is the biblical truth the student’s study was built around. Each week there will be one statement that ties the whole 
study together. These would be great statements to remember together. The hope is that thoughts and ideas will stem from these 
statements. You can also begin by sharing a thought of your own that you learned during your study of the same session. Ask what 
thoughts were surprising as the study was taught.


2. Thought From the Study
The people chose to worship a created thing instead of worshiping the Creator God. The psalmist writes in Psalm 106, “So He said 
He would have destroyed them—if Moses His chosen one had not stood before Him in the breach to turn His wrath away from 
destroying them” (v. 23). What a remarkable statement about the work of Moses on behalf of the Israelites.


 Y How can we intercede for others in prayer? Why is this important?


3. Quote for Discussion
Discuss this quote together. How does this change your understanding of a relationship with Jesus?


“Anything you love more, fear more, serve more, or value more than God is your idol.” –Adrian Rogers


4. Conversation Questions
Use these questions to begin thinking through and applying the lessons to your family life: 


1. What are some things, besides God, that our family tends to put our hope in? Why won’t those things bring fulfillment?
2. How can we help one another turn to God instead of idols during difficult times? 
3. How can we intercede for others in prayer? Who is someone our family needs to be praying for today?
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ITEM 4


I AM WHO I AM








ITEM 2


Moses
Born into a Hebrew slave family 


during the time of the oppression in 
Egypt. He was providentially spared 
of being included in the infanticide 


that took place during that time, and 
was raised in the house of Pharaoh. 


Moses was eventually used by 
God to deliver God’s people from 


Egyptian slavery and lead them to 
the promised land. The first five 


books of the Bible are traditionally 
attributed to Moses.


Bezalel
Commissioned and gifted by God 


to be the lead artist and craftsman 
of the wilderness Tabernacle. He 
also was commissioned to make 
the garments of the high priest, 
consisting of dazzling gems and 
elaborate design “for glory and 


beauty” (Ex. 28:2). 


Pharaoh
Pharaoh is another name for the 
Egyptian king at the time of the 


Exodus. Scholars are divided as to 
the exact timing of the Exodus, some 


placing it earlier around 1450-1425 
B.C., while others place it around 
1304-1237 B.C. If the exodus took 
place earlier, then the most likely 


Pharaoh involved would have been 
Amenophis II, whereas a later date 


would point to Rameses II as the 
Pharaoh during that time.


Oholiab
A craftsman and one of 


Bezalel’s assistants who was 
partly responsible for making 


the wilderness tabernacle and 
its furnishings. His skill derived 


from his being filled with the 
Spirit of God. 


High Priest
The office of high priest begins with Aaron, the older brother of Moses, 


and is carried on through his descendants. The high priest had many 
responsibilities, the most important arguably being the sacrifice 


he would make on behalf of himself and the people on the Day of 
Atonement, when he would enter the most holy place and sprinkle 
blood on the mercy seat. In addition to that, the high priest would 
share in other priestly duties, ultimately foreshadowing the great 


High Priest that would one day come—Jesus Christ. 


Aaron
The older brother to Moses who played a significant role 


in helping Moses lead the Hebrews out of slavery in Egypt. 
He often spoke and acted from Moses’ instruction, since 


Moses initially complained to God about not being a capable 
speaker (though this subsides throughout Exodus). He led 


the artistic manufacturing of an idol (the golden calf), which 
consequently led people into sin. However, he went on to 


become the first high priest of the tabernacle, thus illustrating 
the grace of God in someone’s life.


Key Figures
IN EXODUS








ITEM 3


MOSES SPEAKS 
TO GOD


God reveals Himself to Moses and 
promises redemption.


GOD’S GLORY 
IS REVEALED


God displays His glory 
among all the peoples.


JUDGE AND 
SAVIOR


Even in the midst of His 
judgment, God provides a means 


of salvation.


THE RED SEA
God continues to provide for His 
people by parting the Red Sea.


THE 
WILDERNESS


Israel is to walk in faith and 
follow after God on their way to 


the promised land.


THE GOLDEN CALF
Israel commits idolatry against God. 


THE 
COMMANDMENTS 


(PART 1)
God gives Israel instructions on 


how to relate to Him.


THE COMMANDMENTS 
(PART 2)


God Gives Israel instructions on 
how to relate to others.  


THE TABERNACLE
The tabernacle is built so that God 


may dwell among His people.


ATONEMENT 
SACRIFICES (PART 1)


The burnt, grain, and fellowship 
offerings are explained.


ATONEMENT 
SACRIFICES (PART 2)
The sin and restitution offerings are explained.


MOSES’ FAREWELL 
ADDRESS


Moses’ final instructions to 
the children of Israel.





























ESSENTIAL DOCTRINES


ITEM 1


SIN AS IDOLATRY
Sin is not only a physical act of rebellion against God, such as lying or stealing, but it is also a 
matter of the heart. The physical displays of sin are the fruit of what has been birthed in the 
heart of a person (Matt. 15:10-20). In Scripture, idolatry usually refers to bowing down to a 
statue made of wood or gold, worshipping created things instead of the Creator. But idolatry 
can take on more subtle forms: a seeking of approval, security, power, pleasure, etc. We can 
diagnose the idolatry of our hearts by examining the areas where the desires of our hearts 
have turned into idolatrous demands (Jas. 4:1-3).


CHRIST AS SACRIFICE
There are several signs, symbols, and pointers in the 
Old Testament that foreshadowed Christ as being the 
sacrificial Lamb of God who would take away the sins of 
the world. However, unlike the sacrificial system of the 
Old Testament, whose sacrifices were unable to take away 
sin (Heb. 10:4), Christ’s sacrifice on the cross was able to 
remove our sin “once and for all.”


SIN AS MISSING THE MARK
One aspect of sin is missing the mark of God’s standards set for humanity. Missing the mark 
isn’t simply making a mistake, but consciously choosing to sin and falling short of God’s 
glory as a result. We may refer to sin as a failure on the part of humans to live according to 
God’s standards, but we must recognize this failure is intentional. We miss the mark when we 
deliberately choose to cast aside God’s purpose for us.


GOD IS ONE
The Bible affirms that God is one, as seen in Deuteronomy 6:4-9, otherwise known 
as the Shema. In both Old and New Testament times, the advocacy of monotheism 
(belief in one God) was contrary to the surrounding culture. Where most cultures 
practiced polytheism (belief in multiple gods) or henotheism (the worship of one 
god with the belief in multiple gods), the people of God knew, based upon God’s 
self-revelation, that Yahweh, the Lord, was the only one, true God.


GOD IS HOLY
God’s holiness refers to His uniqueness in being separate from 
all He has created. The Hebrew word for holy means “separate” 
or “set apart.” God’s holiness also refers to His absolute 
purity. God is unstained by the evil of the world. His goodness 
is perfect, and the moral code we find in the Scriptures is a 
reflection of His holy nature. As people made in God’s image, 
we are called to holiness.


JESUS’ DEITY
Within the person of Jesus Christ, there are two natures—the divine nature and the human 
nature. Scripture teaches that Jesus is fully divine and fully human. His divinity is on 
display in passages that describe Him as being equal with God (see John 1:1-18; Phil. 2:5-11; 
Col. 1:15-20; Heb. 1:1-3). The New Testament also points to the deity of Christ by showing 
how He possesses attributes that God alone possesses (see Mic. 5:2; John 1:4), how He 
performs works that only God performs (see Mark 2:5-12; John 10:28; 17:2), and how He 
Himself claims to be the Son of God (see John 8:58; 10:30; 17:5; Matt. 26:63-64).


ENSLAVED TO SIN
Because of the fall of Adam and Even in the garden of Eden, all of humanity 
has inherited a sin nature that inclines them toward sin and rebellion. Human 
beings are enslaved to sin (Rom. 6:17), continually living with the propensity 
to transgress God’s commandments whenever possible. It isn’t until one 
experiences salvation through the work of Christ that he or she is able to 
overcome sin’s enslavement through the power of the Holy Spirit (Rom. 8:2).


MIRACLES
A miracle is an event in which God makes an exception to the natural order of things, 
or supersedes the natural laws, for the purpose of demonstrating His glory and/or 
validating His message. Miracles are recorded throughout Scripture; miraculous signs 
and wonders were oftentimes evident when a prophet or an apostle was speaking 
God’s message to the people. Because we believe God to be all-powerful and 
personally involved in this world, we believe He can and does perform miracles.


RANSOM THEORY OF ATONEMENT
According to this theory, Christ’s atonement was a cosmic victory over sin, Satan, and 
death. Christ was the ransom payment necessary to release humanity from bondage 
to Satan’s kingdom. Some passages of Scripture speak of Christ as being a ransom 
for humanity (Mark 10:45), and many refer to His victory over sin, death, and Satan 
(Col. 2:15). The ransom theory at its best, however, does not see the ransom as being 
owed to Satan, but as being offered to God.


CHRIST AS PRIEST
As our Great High Priest, Jesus accomplishes the work of reconciling us to God. 
He is the One whose perfect righteousness is presented to the Father for our 
justification. He is the One who intercedes for us before the Father (Heb. 7:25; 
9:24) and prays for us to remain faithful (Luke 22:31; John 17).


SATISFACTION THEORY OF ATONEMENT
According to this theory, the atonement of Christ satisfies every requirement for God 
to be able to forgive the failures of humanity. God has not been given the proper honor 
He is due; in His death, Jesus compensated for the failure to give honor by willingly 
going to the cross as the God-man to pay the price for humanity’s sins.


MORAL INFLUENCE THEORY OF ATONEMENT
According to this theory, Christ’s sacrifice should be seen as a demonstration of God’s love, a display that 
produces a change of attitude within humanity. This theory is part but not all of what Christ accomplished 
on the cross since it leaves out God’s wrath against sinners and His requirement of satisfaction for sin. Still, 
it does remind us that the cross is the greatest example of God’s love, and this love must provoke gratitude 
and praise on our behalf.


GOVERNMENTAL THEORY OF ATONEMENT
According to this theory, the cross of Christ is the ultimate demonstration of God’s 
hatred for sin. Understanding the seriousness with which God takes sin, humanity is 
motivated to cease from sinning. While this view portrays Christ as suffering for us, it 
does not lift Him up as a substitutionary sacrifice for our sin.


SIN AND DEATH
The ultimate consequence for sin is death—physical death, spiritual death, and eternal death (Rom. 6:23). 
God was clear to Adam and Eve in the garden of Eden that if they ate from the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil, they would surely die (Gen. 2:17). The type of death that would result from the fall in the 
garden wasn’t only physical death, but spiritual death—separation from God. Spiritual death continues 
in a permanent state when someone dies apart from the reconciling work of Christ, who defeated death 
through His own sacrifice on the cross and subsequent resurrection.


PEOPLE OF GOD
Scripture describes the church as the people of God (2 Cor. 6:16). Comprised of both Jew and Gentile, 
the church is created by God through the atoning death of Christ. The term “church” is used in two 
senses—individual local churches that have covenanted together under the Lordship of Christ, and 
the universal church that comprises all believers in Christ in all times. As the people of God, the 
church seeks to live under Christ’s authority while we are protected and cared for by Him.


AUTHORITY OF SCRIPTURE
Since the Bible is the inspired Word of God, containing God’s special revelation to 
humanity, it is the ultimate standard of authority for those who follow Christ. Because it is 
truthful in everything it teaches, Scripture is humanity’s source for wisdom, instructing us 
on how to live life well to the glory of God. Submitting to the authority of Scripture means 
that we are to believe and obey God by believing and obeying His Word.





























SESSION 5


ONE CONVERSATION


Use the following thoughts and questions to have one spiritual conversation. You can pick and choose, use them all or just allow the statement 
to be your guide. The emphasis shouldn’t be about having all the answers, but simply having a conversation.


Scripture
Exodus 17:1-7; 1 Corinthians 10:1-6


1. Opening Statement
Begin your conversation by asking about this main point:


God’s goodness is shown through His sustaining grace toward His people. 
This main point is the biblical truth the student’s study was built around. Each week there will be one statement that ties the whole 
study together. These would be great statements to remember together. The hope is that thoughts and ideas will stem from these 
statements. You can also begin by sharing a thought of your own that you learned during your study of the same session. Ask what 
thoughts were surprising as the study was taught.


2. Thought From the Study
God didn’t redeem Israel to then forsake them. God redeems, and God provides. As believers, we should remember that God has 
brought us through a greater exodus. And if God would provide the solution for our greatest problem (through Christ’s death and 
resurrection), then we have no reason to question His goodness or doubt His faithfulness when facing our day-to-day problems. God 
is good. Believe it. 


 Y We all grumble and complain. How does adding the words “against the Lord” after “grumble” or “complain” change 
our view of this attitude?


3. Quote for Discussion
Discuss this quote together. How does this change your understanding of a relationship with Jesus?


“Discontent is a sin that is its own punishment and makes men torment themselves; it makes the spirit sad, the body 
sick, and all the enjoyments sour; it is the heaviness of the heart and the rottenness of the bones. It is a sin that is 
its own parent. It arises not from the condition, but from the mind. As we find Paul contented in a prison, so Ahab 
discontent in a palace.” —Matthew Henry, An Exposition of the Old and New Testaments


4. Conversation Questions
Use these questions to begin thinking through and applying the lessons to your family life: 


1.  As we think of an area where our family needs God’s guidance, what expectations can we have of God regarding this? 
What expectations might God have of us?


2.  God intended to train and form His people during their years in the wilderness. In what ways might God be training 
our family as we walk through difficult times?


3. In what ways does grumbling about our circumstances hurt our witness to friends and other family members?
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ESSENTIAL DOCTRINES


ITEM 1


SIN AS IDOLATRY
Sin is not only a physical act of rebellion against God, such as lying or stealing, but it is also a 
matter of the heart. The physical displays of sin are the fruit of what has been birthed in the 
heart of a person (Matt. 15:10-20). In Scripture, idolatry usually refers to bowing down to a 
statue made of wood or gold, worshipping created things instead of the Creator. But idolatry 
can take on more subtle forms: a seeking of approval, security, power, pleasure, etc. We can 
diagnose the idolatry of our hearts by examining the areas where the desires of our hearts 
have turned into idolatrous demands (Jas. 4:1-3).


CHRIST AS SACRIFICE
There are several signs, symbols, and pointers in the 
Old Testament that foreshadowed Christ as being the 
sacrificial Lamb of God who would take away the sins of 
the world. However, unlike the sacrificial system of the 
Old Testament, whose sacrifices were unable to take away 
sin (Heb. 10:4), Christ’s sacrifice on the cross was able to 
remove our sin “once and for all.”


SIN AS MISSING THE MARK
One aspect of sin is missing the mark of God’s standards set for humanity. Missing the mark 
isn’t simply making a mistake, but consciously choosing to sin and falling short of God’s 
glory as a result. We may refer to sin as a failure on the part of humans to live according to 
God’s standards, but we must recognize this failure is intentional. We miss the mark when we 
deliberately choose to cast aside God’s purpose for us.


GOD IS ONE
The Bible affirms that God is one, as seen in Deuteronomy 6:4-9, otherwise known 
as the Shema. In both Old and New Testament times, the advocacy of monotheism 
(belief in one God) was contrary to the surrounding culture. Where most cultures 
practiced polytheism (belief in multiple gods) or henotheism (the worship of one 
god with the belief in multiple gods), the people of God knew, based upon God’s 
self-revelation, that Yahweh, the Lord, was the only one, true God.


GOD IS HOLY
God’s holiness refers to His uniqueness in being separate from 
all He has created. The Hebrew word for holy means “separate” 
or “set apart.” God’s holiness also refers to His absolute 
purity. God is unstained by the evil of the world. His goodness 
is perfect, and the moral code we find in the Scriptures is a 
reflection of His holy nature. As people made in God’s image, 
we are called to holiness.


JESUS’ DEITY
Within the person of Jesus Christ, there are two natures—the divine nature and the human 
nature. Scripture teaches that Jesus is fully divine and fully human. His divinity is on 
display in passages that describe Him as being equal with God (see John 1:1-18; Phil. 2:5-11; 
Col. 1:15-20; Heb. 1:1-3). The New Testament also points to the deity of Christ by showing 
how He possesses attributes that God alone possesses (see Mic. 5:2; John 1:4), how He 
performs works that only God performs (see Mark 2:5-12; John 10:28; 17:2), and how He 
Himself claims to be the Son of God (see John 8:58; 10:30; 17:5; Matt. 26:63-64).


ENSLAVED TO SIN
Because of the fall of Adam and Even in the garden of Eden, all of humanity 
has inherited a sin nature that inclines them toward sin and rebellion. Human 
beings are enslaved to sin (Rom. 6:17), continually living with the propensity 
to transgress God’s commandments whenever possible. It isn’t until one 
experiences salvation through the work of Christ that he or she is able to 
overcome sin’s enslavement through the power of the Holy Spirit (Rom. 8:2).


MIRACLES
A miracle is an event in which God makes an exception to the natural order of things, 
or supersedes the natural laws, for the purpose of demonstrating His glory and/or 
validating His message. Miracles are recorded throughout Scripture; miraculous signs 
and wonders were oftentimes evident when a prophet or an apostle was speaking 
God’s message to the people. Because we believe God to be all-powerful and 
personally involved in this world, we believe He can and does perform miracles.


RANSOM THEORY OF ATONEMENT
According to this theory, Christ’s atonement was a cosmic victory over sin, Satan, and 
death. Christ was the ransom payment necessary to release humanity from bondage 
to Satan’s kingdom. Some passages of Scripture speak of Christ as being a ransom 
for humanity (Mark 10:45), and many refer to His victory over sin, death, and Satan 
(Col. 2:15). The ransom theory at its best, however, does not see the ransom as being 
owed to Satan, but as being offered to God.


CHRIST AS PRIEST
As our Great High Priest, Jesus accomplishes the work of reconciling us to God. 
He is the One whose perfect righteousness is presented to the Father for our 
justification. He is the One who intercedes for us before the Father (Heb. 7:25; 
9:24) and prays for us to remain faithful (Luke 22:31; John 17).


SATISFACTION THEORY OF ATONEMENT
According to this theory, the atonement of Christ satisfies every requirement for God 
to be able to forgive the failures of humanity. God has not been given the proper honor 
He is due; in His death, Jesus compensated for the failure to give honor by willingly 
going to the cross as the God-man to pay the price for humanity’s sins.


MORAL INFLUENCE THEORY OF ATONEMENT
According to this theory, Christ’s sacrifice should be seen as a demonstration of God’s love, a display that 
produces a change of attitude within humanity. This theory is part but not all of what Christ accomplished 
on the cross since it leaves out God’s wrath against sinners and His requirement of satisfaction for sin. Still, 
it does remind us that the cross is the greatest example of God’s love, and this love must provoke gratitude 
and praise on our behalf.


GOVERNMENTAL THEORY OF ATONEMENT
According to this theory, the cross of Christ is the ultimate demonstration of God’s 
hatred for sin. Understanding the seriousness with which God takes sin, humanity is 
motivated to cease from sinning. While this view portrays Christ as suffering for us, it 
does not lift Him up as a substitutionary sacrifice for our sin.


SIN AND DEATH
The ultimate consequence for sin is death—physical death, spiritual death, and eternal death (Rom. 6:23). 
God was clear to Adam and Eve in the garden of Eden that if they ate from the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil, they would surely die (Gen. 2:17). The type of death that would result from the fall in the 
garden wasn’t only physical death, but spiritual death—separation from God. Spiritual death continues 
in a permanent state when someone dies apart from the reconciling work of Christ, who defeated death 
through His own sacrifice on the cross and subsequent resurrection.


PEOPLE OF GOD
Scripture describes the church as the people of God (2 Cor. 6:16). Comprised of both Jew and Gentile, 
the church is created by God through the atoning death of Christ. The term “church” is used in two 
senses—individual local churches that have covenanted together under the Lordship of Christ, and 
the universal church that comprises all believers in Christ in all times. As the people of God, the 
church seeks to live under Christ’s authority while we are protected and cared for by Him.


AUTHORITY OF SCRIPTURE
Since the Bible is the inspired Word of God, containing God’s special revelation to 
humanity, it is the ultimate standard of authority for those who follow Christ. Because it is 
truthful in everything it teaches, Scripture is humanity’s source for wisdom, instructing us 
on how to live life well to the glory of God. Submitting to the authority of Scripture means 
that we are to believe and obey God by believing and obeying His Word.
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MOSES SPEAKS 
TO GOD


God reveals Himself to Moses and 
promises redemption.


GOD’S GLORY 
IS REVEALED


God displays His glory 
among all the peoples.


JUDGE AND 
SAVIOR


Even in the midst of His 
judgment, God provides a means 


of salvation.


THE RED SEA
God continues to provide for His 
people by parting the Red Sea.


THE 
WILDERNESS


Israel is to walk in faith and 
follow after God on their way to 


the promised land.


THE GOLDEN CALF
Israel commits idolatry against God. 


THE 
COMMANDMENTS 


(PART 1)
God gives Israel instructions on 


how to relate to Him.


THE COMMANDMENTS 
(PART 2)


God Gives Israel instructions on 
how to relate to others.  


THE TABERNACLE
The tabernacle is built so that God 


may dwell among His people.


ATONEMENT 
SACRIFICES (PART 1)


The burnt, grain, and fellowship 
offerings are explained.


ATONEMENT 
SACRIFICES (PART 2)
The sin and restitution offerings are explained.


MOSES’ FAREWELL 
ADDRESS


Moses’ final instructions to 
the children of Israel.
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Moses
Born into a Hebrew slave family 


during the time of the oppression in 
Egypt. He was providentially spared 
of being included in the infanticide 


that took place during that time, and 
was raised in the house of Pharaoh. 


Moses was eventually used by 
God to deliver God’s people from 


Egyptian slavery and lead them to 
the promised land. The first five 


books of the Bible are traditionally 
attributed to Moses.


Bezalel
Commissioned and gifted by God 


to be the lead artist and craftsman 
of the wilderness Tabernacle. He 
also was commissioned to make 
the garments of the high priest, 
consisting of dazzling gems and 
elaborate design “for glory and 


beauty” (Ex. 28:2). 


Pharaoh
Pharaoh is another name for the 
Egyptian king at the time of the 


Exodus. Scholars are divided as to 
the exact timing of the Exodus, some 


placing it earlier around 1450-1425 
B.C., while others place it around 
1304-1237 B.C. If the exodus took 
place earlier, then the most likely 


Pharaoh involved would have been 
Amenophis II, whereas a later date 


would point to Rameses II as the 
Pharaoh during that time.


Oholiab
A craftsman and one of 


Bezalel’s assistants who was 
partly responsible for making 


the wilderness tabernacle and 
its furnishings. His skill derived 


from his being filled with the 
Spirit of God. 


High Priest
The office of high priest begins with Aaron, the older brother of Moses, 


and is carried on through his descendants. The high priest had many 
responsibilities, the most important arguably being the sacrifice 


he would make on behalf of himself and the people on the Day of 
Atonement, when he would enter the most holy place and sprinkle 
blood on the mercy seat. In addition to that, the high priest would 
share in other priestly duties, ultimately foreshadowing the great 


High Priest that would one day come—Jesus Christ. 


Aaron
The older brother to Moses who played a significant role 


in helping Moses lead the Hebrews out of slavery in Egypt. 
He often spoke and acted from Moses’ instruction, since 


Moses initially complained to God about not being a capable 
speaker (though this subsides throughout Exodus). He led 


the artistic manufacturing of an idol (the golden calf), which 
consequently led people into sin. However, he went on to 


become the first high priest of the tabernacle, thus illustrating 
the grace of God in someone’s life.
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ESSENTIAL DOCTRINES


ITEM 1


SIN AS IDOLATRY
Sin is not only a physical act of rebellion against God, such as lying or stealing, but it is also a 
matter of the heart. The physical displays of sin are the fruit of what has been birthed in the 
heart of a person (Matt. 15:10-20). In Scripture, idolatry usually refers to bowing down to a 
statue made of wood or gold, worshipping created things instead of the Creator. But idolatry 
can take on more subtle forms: a seeking of approval, security, power, pleasure, etc. We can 
diagnose the idolatry of our hearts by examining the areas where the desires of our hearts 
have turned into idolatrous demands (Jas. 4:1-3).


CHRIST AS SACRIFICE
There are several signs, symbols, and pointers in the 
Old Testament that foreshadowed Christ as being the 
sacrificial Lamb of God who would take away the sins of 
the world. However, unlike the sacrificial system of the 
Old Testament, whose sacrifices were unable to take away 
sin (Heb. 10:4), Christ’s sacrifice on the cross was able to 
remove our sin “once and for all.”


SIN AS MISSING THE MARK
One aspect of sin is missing the mark of God’s standards set for humanity. Missing the mark 
isn’t simply making a mistake, but consciously choosing to sin and falling short of God’s 
glory as a result. We may refer to sin as a failure on the part of humans to live according to 
God’s standards, but we must recognize this failure is intentional. We miss the mark when we 
deliberately choose to cast aside God’s purpose for us.


GOD IS ONE
The Bible affirms that God is one, as seen in Deuteronomy 6:4-9, otherwise known 
as the Shema. In both Old and New Testament times, the advocacy of monotheism 
(belief in one God) was contrary to the surrounding culture. Where most cultures 
practiced polytheism (belief in multiple gods) or henotheism (the worship of one 
god with the belief in multiple gods), the people of God knew, based upon God’s 
self-revelation, that Yahweh, the Lord, was the only one, true God.


GOD IS HOLY
God’s holiness refers to His uniqueness in being separate from 
all He has created. The Hebrew word for holy means “separate” 
or “set apart.” God’s holiness also refers to His absolute 
purity. God is unstained by the evil of the world. His goodness 
is perfect, and the moral code we find in the Scriptures is a 
reflection of His holy nature. As people made in God’s image, 
we are called to holiness.


JESUS’ DEITY
Within the person of Jesus Christ, there are two natures—the divine nature and the human 
nature. Scripture teaches that Jesus is fully divine and fully human. His divinity is on 
display in passages that describe Him as being equal with God (see John 1:1-18; Phil. 2:5-11; 
Col. 1:15-20; Heb. 1:1-3). The New Testament also points to the deity of Christ by showing 
how He possesses attributes that God alone possesses (see Mic. 5:2; John 1:4), how He 
performs works that only God performs (see Mark 2:5-12; John 10:28; 17:2), and how He 
Himself claims to be the Son of God (see John 8:58; 10:30; 17:5; Matt. 26:63-64).


ENSLAVED TO SIN
Because of the fall of Adam and Even in the garden of Eden, all of humanity 
has inherited a sin nature that inclines them toward sin and rebellion. Human 
beings are enslaved to sin (Rom. 6:17), continually living with the propensity 
to transgress God’s commandments whenever possible. It isn’t until one 
experiences salvation through the work of Christ that he or she is able to 
overcome sin’s enslavement through the power of the Holy Spirit (Rom. 8:2).


MIRACLES
A miracle is an event in which God makes an exception to the natural order of things, 
or supersedes the natural laws, for the purpose of demonstrating His glory and/or 
validating His message. Miracles are recorded throughout Scripture; miraculous signs 
and wonders were oftentimes evident when a prophet or an apostle was speaking 
God’s message to the people. Because we believe God to be all-powerful and 
personally involved in this world, we believe He can and does perform miracles.


RANSOM THEORY OF ATONEMENT
According to this theory, Christ’s atonement was a cosmic victory over sin, Satan, and 
death. Christ was the ransom payment necessary to release humanity from bondage 
to Satan’s kingdom. Some passages of Scripture speak of Christ as being a ransom 
for humanity (Mark 10:45), and many refer to His victory over sin, death, and Satan 
(Col. 2:15). The ransom theory at its best, however, does not see the ransom as being 
owed to Satan, but as being offered to God.


CHRIST AS PRIEST
As our Great High Priest, Jesus accomplishes the work of reconciling us to God. 
He is the One whose perfect righteousness is presented to the Father for our 
justification. He is the One who intercedes for us before the Father (Heb. 7:25; 
9:24) and prays for us to remain faithful (Luke 22:31; John 17).


SATISFACTION THEORY OF ATONEMENT
According to this theory, the atonement of Christ satisfies every requirement for God 
to be able to forgive the failures of humanity. God has not been given the proper honor 
He is due; in His death, Jesus compensated for the failure to give honor by willingly 
going to the cross as the God-man to pay the price for humanity’s sins.


MORAL INFLUENCE THEORY OF ATONEMENT
According to this theory, Christ’s sacrifice should be seen as a demonstration of God’s love, a display that 
produces a change of attitude within humanity. This theory is part but not all of what Christ accomplished 
on the cross since it leaves out God’s wrath against sinners and His requirement of satisfaction for sin. Still, 
it does remind us that the cross is the greatest example of God’s love, and this love must provoke gratitude 
and praise on our behalf.


GOVERNMENTAL THEORY OF ATONEMENT
According to this theory, the cross of Christ is the ultimate demonstration of God’s 
hatred for sin. Understanding the seriousness with which God takes sin, humanity is 
motivated to cease from sinning. While this view portrays Christ as suffering for us, it 
does not lift Him up as a substitutionary sacrifice for our sin.


SIN AND DEATH
The ultimate consequence for sin is death—physical death, spiritual death, and eternal death (Rom. 6:23). 
God was clear to Adam and Eve in the garden of Eden that if they ate from the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil, they would surely die (Gen. 2:17). The type of death that would result from the fall in the 
garden wasn’t only physical death, but spiritual death—separation from God. Spiritual death continues 
in a permanent state when someone dies apart from the reconciling work of Christ, who defeated death 
through His own sacrifice on the cross and subsequent resurrection.


PEOPLE OF GOD
Scripture describes the church as the people of God (2 Cor. 6:16). Comprised of both Jew and Gentile, 
the church is created by God through the atoning death of Christ. The term “church” is used in two 
senses—individual local churches that have covenanted together under the Lordship of Christ, and 
the universal church that comprises all believers in Christ in all times. As the people of God, the 
church seeks to live under Christ’s authority while we are protected and cared for by Him.


AUTHORITY OF SCRIPTURE
Since the Bible is the inspired Word of God, containing God’s special revelation to 
humanity, it is the ultimate standard of authority for those who follow Christ. Because it is 
truthful in everything it teaches, Scripture is humanity’s source for wisdom, instructing us 
on how to live life well to the glory of God. Submitting to the authority of Scripture means 
that we are to believe and obey God by believing and obeying His Word.
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truthful in everything it teaches, Scripture is humanity’s source for wisdom, instructing us 
on how to live life well to the glory of God. Submitting to the authority of Scripture means 
that we are to believe and obey God by believing and obeying His Word.








ITEM 2


Moses
Born into a Hebrew slave family 


during the time of the oppression in 
Egypt. He was providentially spared 
of being included in the infanticide 


that took place during that time, and 
was raised in the house of Pharaoh. 


Moses was eventually used by 
God to deliver God’s people from 


Egyptian slavery and lead them to 
the promised land. The first five 


books of the Bible are traditionally 
attributed to Moses.


Bezalel
Commissioned and gifted by God 


to be the lead artist and craftsman 
of the wilderness Tabernacle. He 
also was commissioned to make 
the garments of the high priest, 
consisting of dazzling gems and 
elaborate design “for glory and 


beauty” (Ex. 28:2). 


Pharaoh
Pharaoh is another name for the 
Egyptian king at the time of the 


Exodus. Scholars are divided as to 
the exact timing of the Exodus, some 


placing it earlier around 1450-1425 
B.C., while others place it around 
1304-1237 B.C. If the exodus took 
place earlier, then the most likely 


Pharaoh involved would have been 
Amenophis II, whereas a later date 


would point to Rameses II as the 
Pharaoh during that time.


Oholiab
A craftsman and one of 


Bezalel’s assistants who was 
partly responsible for making 


the wilderness tabernacle and 
its furnishings. His skill derived 


from his being filled with the 
Spirit of God. 


High Priest
The office of high priest begins with Aaron, the older brother of Moses, 


and is carried on through his descendants. The high priest had many 
responsibilities, the most important arguably being the sacrifice 


he would make on behalf of himself and the people on the Day of 
Atonement, when he would enter the most holy place and sprinkle 
blood on the mercy seat. In addition to that, the high priest would 
share in other priestly duties, ultimately foreshadowing the great 


High Priest that would one day come—Jesus Christ. 


Aaron
The older brother to Moses who played a significant role 


in helping Moses lead the Hebrews out of slavery in Egypt. 
He often spoke and acted from Moses’ instruction, since 


Moses initially complained to God about not being a capable 
speaker (though this subsides throughout Exodus). He led 


the artistic manufacturing of an idol (the golden calf), which 
consequently led people into sin. However, he went on to 


become the first high priest of the tabernacle, thus illustrating 
the grace of God in someone’s life.


Key Figures
IN EXODUS








SESSION 2


ONE CONVERSATION


Use the following thoughts and questions to have one spiritual conversation. You can pick and choose, use them all or just allow the statement 
to be your guide. The emphasis shouldn’t be about having all the answers, but simply having a conversation.


Scripture
Exodus 6:2-9; 7:14-18


1. Opening Statement
Begin your conversation by asking about this main point:


God demonstrates His glory by comforting His people and confronting those who oppose Him. 
This main point is the biblical truth the student’s study was built around. Each week there will be one statement that ties the whole 
study together. These would be great statements to remember together. The hope is that thoughts and ideas will stem from these 
statements. You can also begin by sharing a thought of your own that you learned during your study of the same session. Ask what 
thoughts were surprising as the study was taught.


2. Thought From the Study
In the previous session, we saw how God commissioned Moses and his brother, Aaron, to deliver a message to Pharaoh on behalf 
of the Israelites. As Moses and Aaron encounter Pharaoh, we see God reassuring Moses that He is in control (Ex. 6:1). Then God 
comforts Moses by giving several promises. (See Ex. 6:2-9.) 


Promises provide us with hope of what is to come. In the midst of darkness, promises remind us of the glory of God. Here, we 
find that God gave Moses several awesome reminders: (1) “I will deliver you” (Ex. 6:6a); (2) “I will redeem you” (6:6b); (3) “I will 
take you as My people, and I will be your God” (6:7); and (4) “I will bring you to the land I swore to give to Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob” (6:8).
 


 Y What promises in Exodus 6:2-9 do you think would have been most meaningful to the Israelites?


3. Quote for Discussion
Discuss this quote together. How does this change your understanding of a relationship with Jesus?


“True faith and suffering frequently go hand-in-hand… Living for Christ, walking in His way, will not be an easy path.” 
–Billy Graham


4. Conversation Questions
Use these questions to begin thinking through and applying the lessons to your family life: 


1. When our family faces opposition or difficulty, what promises of God do we lean on?
2.  When has God delivered our family from a difficult situation? How can remembering God’s intervention in times like 


this lead us to genuine worship?
3.  What false gods are we sometimes tempted to place our trust in? How can we hold one another accountable to 


trusting God instead?
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ITEM 5


NILE RIVER TO BLOOD
EXODUS 7:14-25


PLAGUE EGYPTIAN GOD


DEATH OF FIRST BORN
EXODUS 11:4–12:42


FROGS
EXODUS 8:1-15


HAIL
EXODUS 9:13-35


GNATS
EXODUS 8:16-19


LOCUSTS
EXODUS 10:1-20


BOILS
EXODUS 9:8-12


SWARMS OF FLIES
EXODUS 8:20-32


DARKNESS
EXODUS 10:21-29


DEATH OF LIVESTOCK
EXODUS 9:1-7


OSIRIS, NU, AND HAPI
ALL ASSOCIATED WITH THE NILE


KEPHER
THE RESURRECTION-GOD, 
DEPICTED AS A BEETLE


MIN, ISIS, NEPRI, ANUBIS, SENEHEM
ALL ASSOCIATED WITH THE FIELDS


HEQET
A FERTILITY GODDESS ASSOCIATED 
WITH FROGS


APIS, HATHOR, AND ISIS
ALL ASSOCIATED WITH LIVESTOCK


AMON RE AND THE 
PHARAOH HIMSELF
BOTH ASSOCIATED WITH THE SUN


GEB
THE EARTH-GOD


NUMEROUS GODS 
REPRESENTING THE ELEMENTS


AMON RE, THOTH, IMHOTEP, AND 
SEKHMET
ALL ASSOCIATED WITH HEALING


JUDGMENT ON ALL 
THE GODS OF EGYPT, 
INCLUDING PHARAOH’S SON








ITEM 3


MOSES SPEAKS 
TO GOD


God reveals Himself to Moses and 
promises redemption.


GOD’S GLORY 
IS REVEALED


God displays His glory 
among all the peoples.


JUDGE AND 
SAVIOR


Even in the midst of His 
judgment, God provides a means 


of salvation.


THE RED SEA
God continues to provide for His 
people by parting the Red Sea.


THE 
WILDERNESS


Israel is to walk in faith and 
follow after God on their way to 


the promised land.


THE GOLDEN CALF
Israel commits idolatry against God. 


THE 
COMMANDMENTS 


(PART 1)
God gives Israel instructions on 


how to relate to Him.


THE COMMANDMENTS 
(PART 2)


God Gives Israel instructions on 
how to relate to others.  


THE TABERNACLE
The tabernacle is built so that God 


may dwell among His people.


ATONEMENT 
SACRIFICES (PART 1)


The burnt, grain, and fellowship 
offerings are explained.


ATONEMENT 
SACRIFICES (PART 2)
The sin and restitution offerings are explained.


MOSES’ FAREWELL 
ADDRESS


Moses’ final instructions to 
the children of Israel.
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Moses
Born into a Hebrew slave family 


during the time of the oppression in 
Egypt. He was providentially spared 
of being included in the infanticide 


that took place during that time, and 
was raised in the house of Pharaoh. 


Moses was eventually used by 
God to deliver God’s people from 


Egyptian slavery and lead them to 
the promised land. The first five 


books of the Bible are traditionally 
attributed to Moses.
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Commissioned and gifted by God 


to be the lead artist and craftsman 
of the wilderness Tabernacle. He 
also was commissioned to make 
the garments of the high priest, 
consisting of dazzling gems and 
elaborate design “for glory and 


beauty” (Ex. 28:2). 


Pharaoh
Pharaoh is another name for the 
Egyptian king at the time of the 


Exodus. Scholars are divided as to 
the exact timing of the Exodus, some 


placing it earlier around 1450-1425 
B.C., while others place it around 
1304-1237 B.C. If the exodus took 
place earlier, then the most likely 


Pharaoh involved would have been 
Amenophis II, whereas a later date 


would point to Rameses II as the 
Pharaoh during that time.


Oholiab
A craftsman and one of 


Bezalel’s assistants who was 
partly responsible for making 


the wilderness tabernacle and 
its furnishings. His skill derived 


from his being filled with the 
Spirit of God. 


High Priest
The office of high priest begins with Aaron, the older brother of Moses, 


and is carried on through his descendants. The high priest had many 
responsibilities, the most important arguably being the sacrifice 


he would make on behalf of himself and the people on the Day of 
Atonement, when he would enter the most holy place and sprinkle 
blood on the mercy seat. In addition to that, the high priest would 
share in other priestly duties, ultimately foreshadowing the great 


High Priest that would one day come—Jesus Christ. 


Aaron
The older brother to Moses who played a significant role 


in helping Moses lead the Hebrews out of slavery in Egypt. 
He often spoke and acted from Moses’ instruction, since 


Moses initially complained to God about not being a capable 
speaker (though this subsides throughout Exodus). He led 


the artistic manufacturing of an idol (the golden calf), which 
consequently led people into sin. However, he went on to 


become the first high priest of the tabernacle, thus illustrating 
the grace of God in someone’s life.


Key Figures
IN EXODUS
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ESSENTIAL DOCTRINES


ITEM 1


SIN AS IDOLATRY
Sin is not only a physical act of rebellion against God, such as lying or stealing, but it is also a 
matter of the heart. The physical displays of sin are the fruit of what has been birthed in the 
heart of a person (Matt. 15:10-20). In Scripture, idolatry usually refers to bowing down to a 
statue made of wood or gold, worshipping created things instead of the Creator. But idolatry 
can take on more subtle forms: a seeking of approval, security, power, pleasure, etc. We can 
diagnose the idolatry of our hearts by examining the areas where the desires of our hearts 
have turned into idolatrous demands (Jas. 4:1-3).


CHRIST AS SACRIFICE
There are several signs, symbols, and pointers in the 
Old Testament that foreshadowed Christ as being the 
sacrificial Lamb of God who would take away the sins of 
the world. However, unlike the sacrificial system of the 
Old Testament, whose sacrifices were unable to take away 
sin (Heb. 10:4), Christ’s sacrifice on the cross was able to 
remove our sin “once and for all.”


SIN AS MISSING THE MARK
One aspect of sin is missing the mark of God’s standards set for humanity. Missing the mark 
isn’t simply making a mistake, but consciously choosing to sin and falling short of God’s 
glory as a result. We may refer to sin as a failure on the part of humans to live according to 
God’s standards, but we must recognize this failure is intentional. We miss the mark when we 
deliberately choose to cast aside God’s purpose for us.


GOD IS ONE
The Bible affirms that God is one, as seen in Deuteronomy 6:4-9, otherwise known 
as the Shema. In both Old and New Testament times, the advocacy of monotheism 
(belief in one God) was contrary to the surrounding culture. Where most cultures 
practiced polytheism (belief in multiple gods) or henotheism (the worship of one 
god with the belief in multiple gods), the people of God knew, based upon God’s 
self-revelation, that Yahweh, the Lord, was the only one, true God.


GOD IS HOLY
God’s holiness refers to His uniqueness in being separate from 
all He has created. The Hebrew word for holy means “separate” 
or “set apart.” God’s holiness also refers to His absolute 
purity. God is unstained by the evil of the world. His goodness 
is perfect, and the moral code we find in the Scriptures is a 
reflection of His holy nature. As people made in God’s image, 
we are called to holiness.


JESUS’ DEITY
Within the person of Jesus Christ, there are two natures—the divine nature and the human 
nature. Scripture teaches that Jesus is fully divine and fully human. His divinity is on 
display in passages that describe Him as being equal with God (see John 1:1-18; Phil. 2:5-11; 
Col. 1:15-20; Heb. 1:1-3). The New Testament also points to the deity of Christ by showing 
how He possesses attributes that God alone possesses (see Mic. 5:2; John 1:4), how He 
performs works that only God performs (see Mark 2:5-12; John 10:28; 17:2), and how He 
Himself claims to be the Son of God (see John 8:58; 10:30; 17:5; Matt. 26:63-64).


ENSLAVED TO SIN
Because of the fall of Adam and Even in the garden of Eden, all of humanity 
has inherited a sin nature that inclines them toward sin and rebellion. Human 
beings are enslaved to sin (Rom. 6:17), continually living with the propensity 
to transgress God’s commandments whenever possible. It isn’t until one 
experiences salvation through the work of Christ that he or she is able to 
overcome sin’s enslavement through the power of the Holy Spirit (Rom. 8:2).


MIRACLES
A miracle is an event in which God makes an exception to the natural order of things, 
or supersedes the natural laws, for the purpose of demonstrating His glory and/or 
validating His message. Miracles are recorded throughout Scripture; miraculous signs 
and wonders were oftentimes evident when a prophet or an apostle was speaking 
God’s message to the people. Because we believe God to be all-powerful and 
personally involved in this world, we believe He can and does perform miracles.


RANSOM THEORY OF ATONEMENT
According to this theory, Christ’s atonement was a cosmic victory over sin, Satan, and 
death. Christ was the ransom payment necessary to release humanity from bondage 
to Satan’s kingdom. Some passages of Scripture speak of Christ as being a ransom 
for humanity (Mark 10:45), and many refer to His victory over sin, death, and Satan 
(Col. 2:15). The ransom theory at its best, however, does not see the ransom as being 
owed to Satan, but as being offered to God.


CHRIST AS PRIEST
As our Great High Priest, Jesus accomplishes the work of reconciling us to God. 
He is the One whose perfect righteousness is presented to the Father for our 
justification. He is the One who intercedes for us before the Father (Heb. 7:25; 
9:24) and prays for us to remain faithful (Luke 22:31; John 17).


SATISFACTION THEORY OF ATONEMENT
According to this theory, the atonement of Christ satisfies every requirement for God 
to be able to forgive the failures of humanity. God has not been given the proper honor 
He is due; in His death, Jesus compensated for the failure to give honor by willingly 
going to the cross as the God-man to pay the price for humanity’s sins.


MORAL INFLUENCE THEORY OF ATONEMENT
According to this theory, Christ’s sacrifice should be seen as a demonstration of God’s love, a display that 
produces a change of attitude within humanity. This theory is part but not all of what Christ accomplished 
on the cross since it leaves out God’s wrath against sinners and His requirement of satisfaction for sin. Still, 
it does remind us that the cross is the greatest example of God’s love, and this love must provoke gratitude 
and praise on our behalf.


GOVERNMENTAL THEORY OF ATONEMENT
According to this theory, the cross of Christ is the ultimate demonstration of God’s 
hatred for sin. Understanding the seriousness with which God takes sin, humanity is 
motivated to cease from sinning. While this view portrays Christ as suffering for us, it 
does not lift Him up as a substitutionary sacrifice for our sin.


SIN AND DEATH
The ultimate consequence for sin is death—physical death, spiritual death, and eternal death (Rom. 6:23). 
God was clear to Adam and Eve in the garden of Eden that if they ate from the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil, they would surely die (Gen. 2:17). The type of death that would result from the fall in the 
garden wasn’t only physical death, but spiritual death—separation from God. Spiritual death continues 
in a permanent state when someone dies apart from the reconciling work of Christ, who defeated death 
through His own sacrifice on the cross and subsequent resurrection.


PEOPLE OF GOD
Scripture describes the church as the people of God (2 Cor. 6:16). Comprised of both Jew and Gentile, 
the church is created by God through the atoning death of Christ. The term “church” is used in two 
senses—individual local churches that have covenanted together under the Lordship of Christ, and 
the universal church that comprises all believers in Christ in all times. As the people of God, the 
church seeks to live under Christ’s authority while we are protected and cared for by Him.


AUTHORITY OF SCRIPTURE
Since the Bible is the inspired Word of God, containing God’s special revelation to 
humanity, it is the ultimate standard of authority for those who follow Christ. Because it is 
truthful in everything it teaches, Scripture is humanity’s source for wisdom, instructing us 
on how to live life well to the glory of God. Submitting to the authority of Scripture means 
that we are to believe and obey God by believing and obeying His Word.








SESSION 1


ONE CONVERSATION


Use the following thoughts and questions to have one spiritual conversation. You can pick and choose, use them all, or just allow the statement 
to be your guide. The emphasis shouldn’t be about having all the answers, but simply having a conversation.


Scripture
Exodus 2:23–3:15,16-17


1. Opening Statement
Begin your conversation by asking about this main point:


God sees the suffering of the oppressed and promises redemption.
This main point is the biblical truth the student’s study was built around. Each week there will be one statement that ties the whole 
study together. These would be great statements to remember together. The hope is that thoughts and ideas will stem from these 
statements. You can also begin by sharing a thought of your own that you learned during your study of the same session. Ask what 
thoughts were surprising as the study was taught.


2. Thought From the Study
When the people cried out, God heard them. God also saw their oppression, and the writer says that God took notice of the situation 
(Exodus 2:24-25). God heard. God saw. God knew. God’s attentive nature is revealed throughout Scripture. God’s people can cry out 
to their God and trust that He hears them and cares about their situation.


 Y How does it encourage you to know that God hears the cries of the oppressed? 


3. Quote for Discussion
Discuss this quote together. How does this change your understanding of a relationship with Jesus?


“God is grieved by the sin, death, and power of hell that afflicts His world, and is sacrificially involved in the removal of 
all that destroys and alienates His world from Himself.” –Joshua Ryan Butler, The Skeletons in God’s Closet


4. Conversation Questions
Use these questions to begin thinking through and applying the lessons to your family life: 


1.  How can our family make sure we are paying attention to the injustice and oppression in our world so that God can 
work through us?


2. What are some ways our family can increase our sense of reverence for God?
3.  What excuses have we made in the past for not serving God? What is one way we can commit to serving Him as a 


family this week?
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