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SESSION 2


ONE CONVERSATION


Use the following thoughts and questions to have one spiritual conversation. You can pick and choose, use them all or just allow the statement 
to be your guide. The emphasis shouldn’t be about having all the answers, but simply having a conversation.


Scripture
Genesis 1:26-2:25


1. Opening Statement
Begin your conversation by asking about this main point:


God created humanity in His image.
This main point is the biblical truth the student’s study was built around. Each week there will be one statement that ties the whole 
study together. These would be great statements to remember together. The hope is that thoughts and ideas will stem from these 
statements. You can also begin by sharing a thought of your own that you learned during your study of the same session. Ask what 
thoughts were surprising as the study was taught.


2. Thought From the Study
To bear God’s image means to have a relationship with Him. Our image-bearing started when God created us. The account in 
Genesis shows how powerful a scene this was—when God’s face was toward us, when He breathed into the first man the breath of 
life. Just as a mirror best reflects an image when the mirror is directly in front of the object, we reflect God’s image best when we are 
in close relationship with Him.


 Y In what ways can your life demonstrate the priority of your relationship with God? What are some signs that your 
relationship with God is not your priority?


3. Quote for Discussion
Discuss this quote together. How does this change your understanding of a relationship with Jesus?


“Work, whether it involves plumbing a sink or plumbing the depths of the cosmos, in the hands of a Christian is  
ministry.” —Ben Witherington


4. Conversation Questions
Use these questions to begin thinking through and applying the lessons to your family life: 


 1. Why is it important for our family to understand that God created everything in His image?
 2. How might knowing that you were created in God’s image help you better understand Him?
 3. Why is it important that we reflect God in the way we work?
 4. In what ways can our family do better at reflecting the image of God to others?
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SESSION 4

The Spread of Sin



Session summary

In this session we will see how sin spread from Adam and Eve to their descendants—Cain and Abel. Sin begins with evil desires that lead to actions against God and our neighbors, actions that deserve God’s condemnation. Thankfully, God offers a merciful promise powerful enough to overcome our sin, and through His grace we are rescued.



Scripture

Genesis 4:1-16,25-26



The Point

Sin spreads throughout the hearts and actions of people.





INTRO/STARTER  5-10 minutes

Option 1

Share the following scenario with students: You can feel your heart in your throat. Your mind is fixated, focused, and at the same time it seems like it’s not working at all. Your conscience tells your wayward heart: “No! You shouldn’t do what you’re about to do!” 



Perhaps you are with your friends and you feel a word of gossip churning in the pit of your stomach. Perhaps you are alone and feel the lure of a pornographic website. Perhaps you are angry, and even though you know it’s wrong and hate when this happens, you can’t stop the volcanic rage bubbling up inside of you.



State that whether it’s sexual sin, gossip, lying, anger, stealing, or hidden sins like pride, covetousness, or idolatry of the heart, we all understand the luring and enticing power of sin. We know we should resist, but often we do it anyway. 



Point out that the Bible exposes the ugliness of sin because the Bible magnifies the beauty of salvation. You see, when it comes to sin, we’re never in danger of understanding our sin too much; we’re always in danger of understanding our sin too little. A shallow diagnosis of a sickness doesn’t lead to a cure; it leaves us with incomplete remedies that provide no hope of getting well. 



What might be some “incomplete remedies” the world recommends for dealing with sins like anger, lust, or lying? What makes these remedies insufficient?





Option 2

Separate students into groups. Instruct each group to select a law or command from the Bible, then share their commands with you before proceeding (to be sure each group has different commands). (Examples: Matt. 4:10; 5:16; 6:19; 7:1; Heb. 12:14; 13:2; etc.)



Challenge students to create a skit showing “the wrong way” and “the right way” to obey that command. In the “wrong way” skit, the student should still obey the command, but do it with a wrong heart. In the “right way” skit, the student should obey the command from a joyful and willing heart.



Invite groups to present their skits, keeping their commands secret. Then lead the rest of the students to guess which command the group acted out.



Discuss the differences and similarities between the two scenes. Did they look different or similar? If they looked similar, reinforce how religious deeds can often mask disobedience. If they looked different, talk about how our actions and behaviors flow from whatever state our heart is in, which is why it is important to never ignore what’s going on inside of us.





HIS STORY   15-20 minutes

The Point

Sin spreads throughout the hearts and actions of people. 



Characters

The Triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit

Cain: first son born to Adam and Eve

Abel: second son born to Adam and Eve



Plot

In the previous session we saw how everything good God created in Genesis 1–2 was affected by the sinful choice of the first human beings. Instead of believing in God’s Word and living under God’s rule, Adam and Eve disobeyed and turned from God. It was a dismal turn of events from the joyful opening acts we saw in the first two chapters of Genesis. Yet even in the midst of this loss and despair, hope would be given in the promise of God to the man and the woman—the promise of One to come who would restore that which was lost and crush the head of the serpent.



Though Genesis 3 ended with the banishment of Adam and Eve for their rebellion, Genesis 4 opens with hope: Eve gives birth to two children and gives credit to “the help of the Lord.” As we read, don’t miss the hopeful note at the beginning of this chapter—that God has started to fulfill His promise to give a son to Eve who would defeat the serpent. 



And the hope that this promise would be fulfilled was all the more pressing as we see sin spread like cancer through the first family of the human race. Let’s take a look.





SIN BEGINS WITH THE HEART

Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, saying, “I have gotten a man with the help of the Lord.” And again, she bore his brother Abel. Now Abel was a keeper of sheep, and Cain a worker of the ground. In the course of time Cain brought to the Lord an offering of the fruit of the ground, and Abel also brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat portions. And the Lord had regard for Abel and his offering, but for Cain and his offering he had no regard. So Cain was very angry, and his face fell. The Lord said to Cain, “Why are you angry, and why has your face fallen? If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door. Its desire is for you, but you must rule over it.” (Gen. 4:1-7)



In this passage, we see that sin is not something that can be contained. It’s not a disease that stayed only in the heart of Adam and Eve; it was passed on. The lie that slithered into the hearts of Adam and Eve slithered into the hearts of their children.



We see the spread of sin in the story of Cain’s jealousy. Both sons offered sacrifices to God from their respective areas of work—Cain gave produce and Abel gave some of his flock—but God only accepted the sacrifice of Abel. Why? We find the answer in Hebrews 11:4: “By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through which he was commended as righteous, God commending him by accepting his gifts.”



Abel’s offering was accepted by God because he offered it in faith. When Cain realized that his offering was rejected, something started brewing in his heart, something dark and consuming. He was well on the way to following in his parents’ footsteps.



Invite students to spend a few moments identifying a number of sinful actions as you list them on the board or a large sheet of paper. Then identify the sinful desires that precede them. 



Why is it important to consider sinful desires of the heart, not just sinful actions, in our battle against sin? (p. 28, PSG)



It is important to note that before Cain ever acted on the evil desires brewing in his heart, God showed up and spoke truth into his life. God’s grace preceded Cain’s sin, offering a way out of the temptation.



This is because God takes sin seriously. He encouraged Cain to kill the sinful desire within him before it killed him. If we were to hurry through this story, we might miss the beauty of God’s intervention. We might think that humanity is already a lost cause. But that’s not what God is like. God is not indifferent to sin, because God is not indifferent to humanity. Love intervenes. And the intervention in this passage shows us that God cares deeply about each and every act of sin in this world. Every unjust act matters and will be accounted for. No good or evil deed escapes His notice.


God’s counsel to Cain was to reject the temptation and to master the sinful desire. Do right by ruling over it! Don’t obey its command! 



Like Cain, we are well acquainted with the way these evil desires war against us and lead us to sinful actions. We, too, have ignored God’s counsel on countless occasions. In our sinfulness, we reject that counsel—and so does Cain. Evil desires give birth to evil deeds.



99 Essential Doctrines: Sin’s Effects in the World

Sin does not only impact our relationship with God; it is also the root of our broken relationships with the people around us. Human sinfulness is the reason why the creation groans in anticipation for redemption and deliverance from its bondage to evil powers (Rom. 8:22). Sin has infected and redirected the social structures of society, leading to injustice and oppression. The distorting effects of sin are visible all around us, but the good news of the gospel is that the battle against these powers (Eph. 6:12) will be won through the work of Christ.





A SINFUL HEART LEADS TO SINFUL ACTIONS

Cain heard God’s counsel to flee sin’s temptation, but he didn’t heed it. His rage gave birth to sin, and when sin was accomplished in his heart, it brought forth death.



Cain spoke to Abel his brother. And when they were in the field, Cain rose up against his brother Abel and killed him. Then the Lord said to Cain, “Where is Abel your brother?” He said, “I do not know; am I my brother’s keeper?” And the Lord said, “What have you done? The voice of your brother’s blood is crying to me from the ground. And now you are cursed from the ground, which has opened its mouth to receive your brother’s blood from your hand. When you work the ground, it shall no longer yield to you its strength. You shall be a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth.” (Gen. 4:8-12)



Cain committed the act he had contemplated, and he shed the blood of his innocent brother. Just as Satan waited to pounce on Cain like a roaring lion, Cain did so to Abel. Sin is when we do to others what the enemy does to us. It begins with evil desires and then ends with evil actions toward others, actions that deserve God’s condemnation.



But notice what happens next. Just as God came to counsel Cain before the sin, He comes to talk with him after the sin. God is offering Cain the opportunity to repent, “Where is Abel your brother? ... What have you done?”



Do these words sound familiar? After Adam and Eve sinned, God came with the question, “Where are you, Adam?” God knew exactly where Adam was, just as He knew exactly where Abel was. His questions were not offered in order to discover information, but as an invitation for Cain to respond with repentance. 



The same is true with us. Whenever we sin, God doesn’t first come with fierce accusations, but with a gentle invitation to repent. In the moment of temptation, God calls us to resist sin, and in the moment of sin, God gives us the opportunity to repent and turn back to Him. Unfortunately, in Cain’s case, he didn’t respond with repentance but with a lie (“I do not know”) and a question (“Am I my brother’s keeper?”) that revealed the indifference of his hateful heart.



There’s nothing in the passage that indicates Cain ever repented of his sin and received salvation. But everything in the passage points to a God who, in love, withheld the full extent of His just judgment toward Cain, at least for a time. God treated Cain better than he deserved.



The God who shows mercy is the God who will keep His promises. God promised a son to Eve who would crush the serpent’s head. With Cain in rebellion and Abel dead, the situation seemed dire. 

But God gave Adam and Eve another son named Seth. And through the lineage of Seth, four thousand years later, the promised Son of Eve would be born. And at the cross, blood would be shed once again, but this time the blood of the promised Son would not just be shed by sin; the blood would be shed for sin.



Going Further With the Story

Although the only other humans mentioned thus far are his parents, Cain’s fear of retaliation for the murder of Abel is understandable. Adam fathered many children during his 930 years (5:4-5), producing future generations that could exact revenge. That God marked to safeguard Cain does not contradict the divine provision of capital punishment (9:6). By this sign, God declares that the taking of life is His prerogative, in contrast to Cain’s presumptuous murder of Abel.1





CHRIST CONNECTION

Looking at Cain’s story forces us to look at our own story. We may not have committed murder, but we have witnessed ourselves fail by sinning countless times. So what now? What do we do after we’ve traded God’s counsel for the empty promises of sin? How do we prevent the guilt and shame of sin from paralyzing us from seeking God? 



Hebrews 12:24 speaks to us of Jesus’ blood in comparison to Abel’s: “and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.” Abel’s blood, the blood shed by sin, was crying out—crying out in angst because justice needed to be done. But Jesus’ blood, the blood shed for sin, calmly speaks—and it speaks a better word than the blood of Abel because justice has now been served. 



The promised mercy of God is what overcomes sin, and this is why we look to God for salvation and power in our mission. As Christians, we see ourselves in the person of Cain, but we also see ourselves in light of the cross. The cross is where God displayed the fullness of His justice by pouring out His wrath toward sin. The cross is where God displayed the fullness of His mercy by extending grace to us through His Son. And now, we seek to slow the spread of sin by pointing others to the God who forgives, transforms, and grants repentance.



If you’re in Christ today, all of God’s wrath against your sins has been poured out on Jesus at the cross. God faithfully kept the promise He made in Genesis 3 to send His Son to crush the head of the serpent. Through Christ our sins can be overcome.





YOUR STORY   10-15 minutes

Group Questions

God’s Story has always been designed to connect with your story. It is because of His Story that our stories make sense, have meaning, and carry on into eternity. Use the questions below to help think through how His Story connects with your own. 



Have you ever sensed God offering you a way out of temptation? What truths did God bring to your mind? What was the result? Answers will vary. You may want to help students stay on track by giving an example from your own life.  



Make a list of harmful things humans do to each other. Why does God care so much about how we treat other people? After giving various responses to the first question, help students understand that God cares how we treat others. Reasons might include: 1) people are created in His image, and 2) love and grace are reflective of how God relates to us. 



How do you respond when you recognize the sin in your own life? Some people, like Cain, respond to sin in their lives with regret—they are sorrowful over the consequences of their sin and/or of getting caught, but they are not repentant of the sin itself. Repentance involves not only recognizing and admitting that the sin was wrong, but also actively turning away from the sin and turning toward Christ.  
 

How does understanding God’s forgiving heart help us live as a reflection of His love for others? When we rightly understand our sin and the forgiveness found in Christ, we become motivated to share His good news to those who need His love and forgiveness as well.





YOUR MISSION   10-15 minutes

Head

This session helps us sense the weight of sin—its heinous nature, far-reaching extent, and the consequences it brings into our lives. Far from thinking that sin is a small thing or that it can be easily overcome through self-help strategies, we quickly learn that sin is not only toxic to the human soul, but it has infected all of us. 



How has this session altered your perception of sin? Answers to this question will vary.



How might a right perspective on sin help us have a right understanding of God’s grace? The point of this question is to help students realize that someone’s understanding of sin will affect his or her appreciation of God’s grace. If a person has a weak view of sin, then they will think little of God’s grace. If they have a biblical view of sin and its horrific consequences, then God’s grace is recognized for what it truly is—amazing. 



Heart

One of the most telling truths this session teaches is the fact that sin isn’t merely a behavioral problem or environmental problem. Rather, sin is a heart problem. Because sin begins with polluted desires of the heart, Christians should look inward to the root of their behavior when addressing sin within their lives. 



What happens when you only focus only on the behavioral aspect of sin and not on what is taking place within the heart? If we only focus on sinful behavior and never address our broken hearts, we can easily become like the Pharisees who tried to look good on the outside but were dead on the inside.



What are some ways you can begin to practice looking at your own heart when it comes to understanding patterns of sin in your life? Answers to this question will vary, but may include self-reflection (asking what is going on in my heart that would cause me to act this way or think this way).



Hands

Our world is still infected with sin and Christians still wrestle with the old sinful nature, but God calls us to be salt and light in the world around us. We are to proclaim Him who can reverse the effects of the fall and sin, and live like His people by loving others as ourselves. 



How has this session challenged you to live differently, especially in your relationships with others? Answers to this question will vary.



What are some ways you can be salt and light to others this week with your actions? Answers to this question will vary.





TIMELINE

Cain and Abel

The depth of humanity's fall is revealed in the heinous murder between two brothers.



Noah

Judgment and graciousness are found in the flood.



Tower of Babel

Humanity's pride is relentless in seeking praise for itself; but God's glory will never be dethroned.



The Calling of Abraham

God establishes a covenant with Abraham.



Abraham and Isaac

Abraham's faith is tested when commanded to sacrifice his son. 



Abraham's heirs receive the promise

The promise of the covenant is passed to Abraham's descendants.





ADDITIONAL INFO

Sources

1. Kenneth A. Mathews, in The Apologetics Study Bible (Nashville: B&H, 2007), 12, n. 4:12,16-17; n. 4:15.



Additional Resources

Check out the following additional resources:

Leader Training Videos

One Conversations

Midweek Studies

Circular Timeline Poster

App (for both leader and student)



Additional suggestions for specific groups are available at GospelProject.com/AdditionalResources

And for free online training on how to lead a group visit MinistryGrid.com/web/TheGospelProject






SESSION 2

In God’s Image



Session summary

In this session, we will explore the biblical truth that God created humans in His image with the purpose of glorifying Him and enjoying Him forever. By looking at the creation story of our first parents, Adam and Eve, we will learn that some of the ways we reflect God is by ruling wisely over the world, relating rightly to Him and to others, and reflecting His goodness in our work and rest.



Scripture

Genesis 1:26-2:25



The Point

God created humanity in His image. 





INTRO/STARTER  5-10 minutes

Option 1

Prior to the session, attach a large sheet of paper to a focal wall and label it “Relationships.” As students arrive, provide markers and direct them to record (by writing or drawing simple illustrations) various relationships that impact their lives. 



After everyone has had a chance to record their responses, review the relationships listed. Call for clarification of any that may be unclear. Follow up by asking the following questions:



How would you describe the importance of these relationships in your life? Of the relationships listed, which are the most important to you? Why?



After students have had time to answer, attach another blank, large sheet of paper over the first, then ask the following question:



What impact would it have on your life if these relationships did not exist? Explain.





Option 2

Prior to the session, make a list of items that come in pairs or often go together. Some examples might include: peanut butter and jelly, burger and fries, bread and butter, Batman and Robin, (a pair of) scissors, (a pair of) pants, and so forth.



Lead students in a game of charades using the list, instructing students go up two at a time (e.g., two students must act out burger and fries). Following the game, challenge students to guess the charade theme. Announce that the theme was pairs; they all related! Today’s lesson, too, will be about things that relate to one another.



You can use this activity to explain to students that many great things come in relationships. 



How hard it would be for one hand to clap or one lip to whistle? or to have a sandwich with only one piece of bread (not folded in half)? 



Emphasize that we need relationships with God, with one another, and with the world!





HIS STORY   15-20 minutes

The Point

God created humanity in His image. 



Characters

The Triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit

Adam and Eve: the first humans created



Plot

In the previous session, we saw how God begins the story of the world by looking at the creation event. We saw that in the first three days of creation, God dealt with the formlessness by giving boundaries, separating, and organizing in order to make the heavens, the seas, and the earth. Then, in the second set of three days, God dealt with the emptiness of the world by filling the spheres that He created in the first three days. He filled the expanse with the sun, moon, and stars, He filled the earth with vegetation, and He filled the seas and the dry land with living creatures.



Our story picks up where we left off, moving toward the climactic scene where God creates something in a new and unique way—the creation of humanity. Mankind was created in God’s image, a unique characteristic from all other parts of creation. 



What does it mean to be created in God’s image? 



What comes to mind when you hear the phrase “created in God’s image”? 



Do you think we still bear God’s image today, even in our sinful state? 

(Allow students a moment to respond. These questions can be found on p. 16 in the PSG.)



Let’s find the answers to our questions by digging into the creation account of humanity in Genesis 1-2.



TO REFLECT GOD MEANS TO RULE WISELY

When we talk about being created in God’s image, most people assume this means God must look like us in a physical sense—He must have two arms, two legs, and be slightly taller than average. However, the Bible teaches that God is Spirit, and so it must mean something beyond human physical features. 



As the story of the creation of man and woman unfolds, we begin to see what being created in God’s image entails. For starters, God calls Adam and Eve to rule over the fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, the livestock, all the earth, and the creatures that crawl on the earth. His command for humans to fill and subdue the earth is an invitation to bear His image—to reflect Him by doing what He has just done in creating the heavens and the earth. Just as He filled the world with stars, vegetation, and living creatures, we are called to be fruitful, multiply, and fill the earth with life. And just as He brought order from chaos in separating the land from the seas, we are called to subdue the world in such a way that brings harmony and accord.



Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” And God said, “Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have them for food. And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the heavens and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. (Gen. 1:26-31)



In this passage, we see that God is the ruler, and bearing His image means that we too must rule. But to reflect Him properly, we must rule wisely. Unfortunately, because of our sinfulness we tend to either worship creation or abuse it, to hold it up as if it were a god or to trample it as if it has no value. God’s call to care for creation, however, should lead us to worship Him for the good things He has given us, not to worship the good things themselves.



Going Further With the Story

When we take a piece of land and garden/farm it, or preserve it so it can produce its peculiar life-splendors, when we take fabric and make a piece of clothing, when we push a broom to clean up a place, when we use technology to harness the forces of electricity, when we take an unformed, naïve human mind and teach it a subject, when we take unprocessed material and turn it into a poignant work of art, when we take undifferentiated tones and pitches (noise) and separate them out and arrange them to create music, (even when we pass a comb through our hair)—whenever we bring order out of chaos, whenever we draw out creative potential, whenever we elaborate and ‘unfold’ creation further than where it was when we found it—we are continuing God’s work of creative, cultural development.1





TO REFLECT GOD MEANS TO RELATE

Not only do we reflect God through the wise ruling of His world, but we also reflect God through our relationships—both with Him and with others.



These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created, in the day that the Lord God made the earth and the heavens. When no bush of the field was yet in the land and no small plant of the field had yet sprung up—for the Lord God had not caused it to rain on the land, and there was no man to work the ground, and a mist was going up from the land and was watering the whole face of the ground— then the Lord God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living creature. And the Lord God planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and there he put the man whom he had formed. And out of the ground the Lord God made to spring up every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food. The tree of life was in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. (Gen. 2:4-9)



To bear God’s image means to have a relationship with Him. Our image-bearing started when God created us. The account in Genesis shows how powerful a scene this was—when God’s face was toward us, when He breathed into the first man the breath of life. Just as a mirror best reflects an image when the mirror is directly in front of the object, we reflect God’s image best when we are in close relationship with Him.



To bear God’s image doesn’t point only to the relationship we have with God; we also have a relationship with one another. God created us “male and female.” The God who exists in community—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—created human beings to live in community as well. Genesis 2 continues:



And the rib that the Lord God had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the man. Then the man said, “This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.” Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh. (Gen. 2:22-24)



After multiple statements of God seeing that His work was “good” and then “very good,” comes the first moment when something is described as “not good.” We were not created to bear God’s image on our own or to have an isolated relationship with God. We reflect God best when we are in community with one another—relating to others in love and grace. Thus, reflecting God’s image means we are to relate rightly to Him and to others.



Going Further With the Story

The human alone, of all of the creatures, knows and is consciously related to God. The portrayals of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden suggest that God and they customarily communed together. Humans were not created merely to be a work of art, statues displaying God’s creativity and wisdom, but to fulfill God’s special intention for them. It is significant that both in the Old Testament law (the Ten Commandments in Ex. 20) and in Jesus’ statement of the two great commandments (Matt. 22:36-40; Mark 12:28-31; Luke 10:26-27), the thrust of God’s will for humans concerns relationship to God and to other humans.2





TO REFLECT GOD MEANS TO WORK AND REST

Reflecting God also goes beyond our relationships and is seen in the rhythms of our everyday activities and rest. First, we see the creation of “work” in Genesis 2:15:



The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and keep it. (Gen. 2:15)



A lot of people have wrongly assumed that the command to work was a result of man’s sinning and rebelling against God. But the creation narrative shows us that God created work for man as part of His good world. Work is just as beautiful as the sunset, and just as purposeful as the rain.



Work isn’t something that God gave man as a curse after the fall into sin; the toil of work is what came with sin, but work itself is designed to give us fulfillment and provide us an environment to reflect God.



Work didn’t come as a result of the fall, and work isn’t just something we do in order to make money. When viewed rightly, our work can reflect God. But not only does our work reflect God, our resting does as well. In fact, God commands us to rest.



Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. And on the seventh day God finished his work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all his work that he had done. So God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it God rested from all his work that he had done in creation. (Gen. 2:1-3)



God did not rest because He needed it, as if He were tired or worn out. He gave us an example of rest to show that even though we are unlike any other creature in that we are the most “like” God, we are not God. There is an unbridgeable difference between God and us. And one of the most critical ways that we can reflect Him to the world is by showing that we are not God.



99 Essential Doctrines: Image of God in Humanity

Some theologians believe “the image of God” refers to our mirroring of God’s attributes: our nature models God’s nature. Others believe we see the “image of God” in what human beings do. Still others believe the “image of God” concerns our relationships with God and with others. In Jesus we see the true image of God. He perfectly mirrors God’s attributes, fulfills God’s will, and enjoys a perfect relationship with the Father.





CHRIST CONNECTION

Bearing God’s image—it is a daunting task. How are you doing at reflecting God’s image? At wisely ruling the world? At relating with Him and others? At reflecting Him properly through the rhythms of your everyday activities and rest? What would the world conclude about God by looking at His image that you’re reflecting?



Here’s the bad news: It’s no small sin for you to fail at properly reflecting God to the world. An assault on God’s image is an assault on God Himself. When you fail to properly reflect His image to the world, you are telling the world lies about God and what He’s like.



But here’s the glorious good news: Jesus came to be the perfect image of the invisible God. He is the only One who rules wisely over the world. He upholds all things by His power, and all of creation awaits in eager anticipation for His return. He is the only One who perfectly relates to God and others and can restore our broken relationships with God and others. He not only has a face-to-face relationship with God, but His face is the very face of God. And because of Jesus’ good work on our behalf—His perfect life, death in our place, and glorious resurrection—we are invited into His rest. No longer striving for salvation but resting in His finished work.





YOUR STORY   10-15 minutes

Group Questions

God’s Story has always been designed to connect with your story. It is because of His Story that our stories make sense, have meaning, and carry on into eternity. Use the questions below to help think through how His Story connects with your own. 



What comes to mind when you think of humanity being made “in the image of God”? Responses to this question will vary. Point students to their responses to the earlier question about being created in God’s image (p. 16, PSG), and how they would answer that question differently now having gone through this session. 



When was the last time you thought of fish, birds, or even worms as living creatures that God has entrusted to you to care for? More than likely, most students haven’t seen the different parts of creation in this way. Instead of seeing themselves as stewards of God’s creation, they see themselves as merely consumers. As you discuss this question with students, direct the conversation toward helping them see their responsibility among creation.



In what ways can your life demonstrate the priority of your relationship with God? What are some signs that your relationship with God is not your priority? Because there are several different types of responses to these questions, allow students the time and freedom to think about their responses in light of the session. Answers may vary from how one responds to sin within his or her life to living out God’s Word in one’s life. 



In what ways does our culture diminish the value of work? How have you diminished the idea of work in your own life? How can you correct this? Explain to students that work is used here in a broad sense, referring to anything from everyday school work and household chores to a summer part-time job. The goal is to get students thinking biblically about work, helping them see that work is sacred, valuable, and should be done unto the Lord.  





YOUR MISSION   10-15 minutes

Head

The fact that God created humanity in His image means that each individual person on planet earth, no matter how big, how small, or the color of their skin, possesses inherent worth, value, and dignity.



How should the doctrine of humans being created in God’s image influence the way we think about others? Regardless of ethnicity, gender, cultural differences, or even sinful actions, the image of God in humanity causes us to see others as possessing something unique that gives each person dignity and value.



Why is it important to note that humanity has a special place among creation because we were created in God’s image? What are the dangers of not affirming this? This gets to the heart of many debates within our culture regarding human life, such as abortion, euthanasia, and so forth. Since humanity was created in God’s image and is unique among the rest of creation, this truth should significantly influence the way we approach those topics. 



Heart

The reality of God creating humanity in His image not only means that we see other people in a different light, but it also influences the way we feel toward others who bear the same image, both Christians and non-Christians. 



How should the doctrine of humans being created in God’s image influence the way we feel about others, both Christians and non-Christians? At the very least, it should cause us to feel a certain respect and compassion for them given that they, too, are image bearers of God. 



Why should we be grieved when we see image bearers of God living in a way that is contrary to the way God intended? Primarily, it should grieve us because that is not the way humanity was intended to live. 



Hands

As we learned throughout this session, bearing God’s image is a tangible reality that shows up in our day-to-day lives. Not only does it show up in our relationships, but it also shows up in the way we steward the earth God has given us, as well as in the way we work and rest. No matter how old they are, everyone works (home, school, sports, etc.), everyone rests, and everyone contributes, for good or bad, to the little corner of this planet God where has placed them.



How will you begin to treat friends, family members, and even strangers differently based upon the truth that they are created in God’s image? Answers to this question will vary.



What are some ways you can begin to reflect God by being a better steward of the world He has given us? Answers to this question will vary.





TIMELINE

Bearing God’s Image

God creates humanity in His image to reflect His likeness. 



The Fall

Sin enters the story and distorts God's good creation.



Cain and Abel

The depth of humanity's fall is revealed in the heinous murder between two brothers.



Noah

Judgment and graciousness are found in the flood.



Tower of Babel

Humanity's pride is relentless in seeking praise for itself; but God's glory will never be dethroned. 



The Calling of Abraham

God establishes a covenant with Abraham.





ADDITIONAL INFO

Leader Pack

For this session, point out item #1 to students, which displays all of the essential doctrines that will be covered over the course of the Fall 2015 study,





Sources

1. Timothy J. Keller, What were we put in the world to do? (New York: Redeemer Presbyterian Church, 2006), 25-26.

2. Millard J. Erickson, Christian Theology, 3rd ed. (Grand Rapids: Baker, 2013), 467-68.



Additional Resources

Check out the following additional resources:

Leader Training Videos

One Conversations

Midweek Studies

Circular Timeline Poster

App (for both leader and student)



Additional suggestions for specific groups are available at GospelProject.com/AdditionalResources

And for free online training on how to lead a group visit MinistryGrid.com/web/TheGospelProject








SESSION 3


ONE CONVERSATION


Use the following thoughts and questions to have one spiritual conversation. You can pick and choose, use them all or just allow the statement 
to be your guide. The emphasis shouldn’t be about having all the answers, but simply having a conversation.


Scripture
Genesis 3:1-24


1. Opening Statement
Begin your conversation by asking about this main point:


Sin corrupts the goodness of God’s creation.
This main point is the biblical truth the student’s study was built around. Each week there will be one statement that ties the whole 
study together. These would be great statements to remember together. The hope is that thoughts and ideas will stem from these 
statements. You can also begin by sharing a thought of your own that you learned during your study of the same session. Ask what 
thoughts were surprising as the study was taught.


2. Thought From the Study
Because of sin, Adam and Eve were banished from paradise. Their sin separated them from God’s presence. When God’s own Son 
was born into this world, He undid everything that went wrong in Genesis 3. He answered the question that Satan put in our hearts: 


“Is God good? Does He intend good for us? Can we trust Him?” He answered that question with the nails in His hands and a spear 
through His side—with His becoming sin on our behalf that we might become the righteousness of God in Him (2 Cor. 5:21).


 Y Are you more likely to see your sin as a “mistake” or “failure” or as an act of rebellion? What is the difference and how 
does it impact your perspective?


3. Quote for Discussion
Discuss this quote together. How does this change your understanding of a relationship with Jesus?


“A lot of people think that ‘sin’ is just breaking a rule. What is at stake here is something deeper, bigger, sadder, uglier, 
more heinous. It is a revolution. It makes me God and thus de-gods God.” —D.A. Carson


4. Conversation Questions
Use these questions to begin thinking through and applying the lessons to your family life: 


 1. Why is it important for our family to understand sin as rebellion toward God?
 2. How can recognizing sin for what it is strengthen our family relationship?
 3. In what ways do we see the effects of sin in the world? How should our family respond to the brokenness caused by sin?
 4. How does understanding that Christ came to take away the guilt of our sin motivate our family to live for Him?


© LifeWay. The Gospel Project for Students. Published in the United States of America. Permission granted to reproduce this item for church use only.








SESSION SIX


The Creator Slows 
the Spread of Evil


SCRIPTURE


Genesis 11:1-9


THE POINT
God judges and disrupts human attempts to thwart His glory.


CHARACTERS
• The Triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
• The people of Babel: generations following Noah


PLOT
As the Genesis account continues, we encounter an interesting narrative in what is commonly 
referred to as the Tower of Babel. By the time we reach this account in history, some time 
has passed since the judgment and mercy of the flood (discussed in the previous session), but 
like the time surrounding the flood, we continue to see that humanity is still broken from the 
inside-out. There is still a sin problem because there is still a heart problem. Sin still remained 
in the heart of man after the flood. God knew this was the case, which is why the flood was 
only meant to slow down the progression of sin in the world. 


As we approach this event in history, it is important to ask ourselves what the author 
would have us understand about God, ourselves, and the way we should live as we look back 
to this time. Stories like these are recorded for a purpose, and God would have us immerse 
ourselves into this time in biblical history to teach us something new, and perhaps something 
we’ve never thought about before.
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HIS STORY


TOWER OF BABEL
Humanity’s pride is 
relentless in seeking praise 
for itself; but God’s glory will 
never be dethroned.


THE CALLING 
OF ABRAHAM
God establishes a covenant 
with Abraham.


GOD SEES THE PEOPLE’S 
PRIDEFUL PLANS
The descendants of Noah settled in the land 
of Shinar, and there they decided to build for 
themselves a city, and within that city, a tower that 
would reach the sky.


At first glance, we might think, What’s wrong 
with that? The world is filled with cities and 
skyscrapers. Why is there anything wrong with deciding 
to build this particular city and its tower? But look 
carefully at how the author of Genesis tells the story.


Genesis 11:1-5
Now the whole earth had one language and the 
same words. And as people migrated from the 
east, they found a plain in the land of Shinar 
and settled there. And they said to one another, 
“Come, let us make bricks, and burn them 
thoroughly.” And they had brick for stone, and 
bitumen for mortar. Then they said, “Come, let 
us build ourselves a city and a tower with its 
top in the heavens, and let us make a name for 
ourselves, lest we be dispersed over the face of 
the whole earth.” And the Lord came down to 
see the city and the tower, which the children 
of man had built.


• What are some instances in 
today’s culture where people 
might try to make a name for 
themselves? (athletes, musicians, 
TV personalities, reporters, etc.)


• Is there anything wrong with 
wanting to take credit for 
our personal successes? Why 
or why not?
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ABRAHAM AND ISAAC
Abraham’s faith is tested when 
commanded to sacrifice his son. 


ABRAHAM’S 
HEIRS RECEIVE 
THE PROMISE
The promise of the 
covenant is passed to 
Abraham’s descendants.


GOD JUDGES THEIR 
PRIDEFUL PLANS
So God decided to judge the people in Shinar, not 
because He was threatened by their actions, but 
because He cared deeply about their hearts. He wanted 
to slow the spread of sin.


The text informs us that God put an end to the 
building of this tower by confusing the people’s 
language. He could have destroyed the tower, struck 
the builders with lightning, or caused a massive 
earthquake. Instead, He confused their languages so 
that their progress in this evil was stunted.


Yet there’s an element of mercy in this act of 
judgment, and that’s a theme we’ve seen again and 
again in Genesis.


Turn to the following sections in your Bibles and 
discuss  the recurring themes of mercy through 
judgment that appear: 


• Genesis 3
• Genesis 4
• Genesis 6-9


God continues to show mercy to His children even 
today. Hebrews 12:5-11 tells us that God disciplines 
us when we sin, but the discipline is good because it 
is what proves we are His. The discipline is merciful 
because even if it isn’t enjoyable at the time, it later 
yields the fruit of peace and righteousness.


God is Transcendent


God’s transcendence refers to 
the fact that He is distinct from 
and independent of His created 
world. He is transcendent over us 
in regards to His greatness and 
power as well as His goodness 
and purity. The implication 
of this doctrine is that God is 
inherently superior to humanity; 
His thoughts and ways are higher 
than ours (Isa. 55:8-9).


ESSENTIAL
DOCTRINES


Genesis 11:6-7
And the Lord said, “Behold, 
they are one people, and 
they have all one language, 
and this is only the beginning 
of what they will do. And 
nothing that they propose to 
do will now be impossible 
for them. Come, let us go 
down and there confuse 
their language, so that they 
may not understand one 
another’s speech.”
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JACOB AND ESAU
Family dysfunction erupts 
between parents and sons 
for the birthright blessing.


JACOB WRESTLES 
WITH GOD
Jacob, the deceiver, is forever 
changed after being broken 
through his encounter with God.


GOD MERCIFULLY CAUSES THEIR 
PRIDEFUL PLANS TO FAIL
We must not pass over this story as if it were an obscure historical event with little relevance 
to our lives. The events of Genesis 11 provide a window into human thought and behavior. 
We too are a people who travel farther and farther “east of Eden,” turning our backs to God’s 
goodness. We are a people who often live with absolutely no thought of God in our minds. In 
making decisions big and small, “we say to each other,” but we don’t say to God. We’re content 
to live, act, speak, and make life’s decisions without ever consulting God.


Genesis 11:8-9
So the Lord 
dispersed them 
from there over 
the face of all the 
earth, and they left 
off building the 
city. Therefore its 
name was called 
Babel, because 
there the Lord 
confused the 
language of all the 
earth. And from 
there the Lord 
dispersed them 
over the face of all 
the earth.


CHRIST CONNECTION
In Genesis 11, God confused the language of those who sought to make 
known the greatness of their own name and of their own kingdom. 
Thousands of years later, at Pentecost, God tore down the language 
barrier so that His people would scatter across the world and make 
known the great name of His Son.


Not only that, but this theme of judgment combined with mercy 
found throughout Genesis and the rest of the Old Testament points 
to the cross of Jesus. The cross is the ultimate display of both God’s 
judgment and His mercy. At the cross, God fully poured out His wrath 
against our sin, but He also poured out the fullness of His mercy and 
grace when He let His own Son take the punishment for our sin.


As Christians, we have new and redeemed hearts. As a result, we are to 
accept the task the people of Babylon ignored and share the good news of 
God’s kingdom, accomplishing His mission and spreading His fame, not ours.


IT IS OUT OF KINDNESS THAT GOD CAUSES OUR IDOLS TO DISAPPOINT US. WHEN 
OUR CITIES AND TOWERS AND NAMES FALL, MAYBE THEN WE WILL FINALLY SEE 
THE GOD WHO HAS BEEN THERE WAITING TO SATISFY US ALL ALONG.
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YOUR STORY


God’s Story has always been designed to connect with your story. It is because of His Story 
that our stories make sense, have meaning, and carry on into eternity. Use the questions 
below to help think through how His Story connects with your own. 


 ▸ What are some ways people today, even Christians, seek to “make a name 
for ourselves”?


 ▸ Why might it be better for our plans to fail rather than have them succeed 
without God?


 ▸ What are some personal successes you’ve experience in life? Did you take all the 
credit for your success or did you glorify God? Explain.


 ▸ How has today’s study helped you recognize the importance of consulting God in 
the things you do and the decisions you make?


HIS STORY
God’s Story of 
Redemption through 
His Son, Jesus Christ. YOUR STORY


Where your story 
meets His.
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YOUR MISSION


HEAD
God’s actions towards the people of Babel helps us to think once again 
about mercy and judgment going hand-in-hand. While confusing the 
languages and bringing disunity to the people was an act of judgment, it 
was simultaneously an act of mercy as well.


• What surprises you about the action God took to stop the people’s 
building plans?


• Do you see an element of mercy in God’s judgment? Explain.


HEART
The story of the Tower of Babel reveals something about the human 
heart that is both not surprising and shocking at the same time. It is not 
surprising given that we have already seen some pretty evil things that 
have resulted because of the contamination of the human heart; yet in a 
sense it is quite shocking because hearing this story is like looking into a 
mirror—the pride one sees is all too familiar.


• What are some questions we could ask ourselves that might help 
us identify whether we are seeking to make a name for ourselves or 
please God?


• How can we tell if we are pursuing success apart from a 
relationship with God?


HANDS
The Tower of Babel warns us against the pride that all of humanity 
encounters in some form or fashion, seeking to place the self before others 
and even God Himself. However, God is the center of this universe—not 
us—and there is joy in living out life day by day with that truth in mind.


• What are some practical ways we can make sure we are working to 
advance God’s kingdom instead of our own?


• What are some ways we can pursue humility and fight pride in our 
personal lives?
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SESSION 6

The Creator Slows the Spread of Evil



Session summary

In this session we see humanity’s propensity for inventing ways to build up our own prestige and bring honor to ourselves. As we build our kingdoms and lift up our own name, God sees our plans. He judges our attempts to increase our power, and in His judgment of our idolatrous desires, He shows mercy by slowing the spread of evil. And after He saves us, He gives us the mission of scattering throughout the world to praise the name of His Son.



Scripture

Genesis 11:1-9



The Point

God judges and disrupts human attempts to thwart His glory. 





INTRO/STARTER  5-10 minutes

Option 1

Have you ever wished for a fresh start? A re-do at something? Perhaps you look at the school activities you’re involved in and wish you had chosen something else. Perhaps it’s something you did wrong, a moment when something you said or did really hurt someone and now you wish you could take it back. You wish you could go back in time. If only there were a “reset” button!



What event in your past do you wish you could change? 



What is a choice in your past you would make differently with hindsight?



As we reenter the Genesis narrative, we see that God has essentially given humanity a “reset.” We’ve seen how, through Adam and Eve’s disobedience, sin entered the world for the first time. Their initial act of disobedience and distrust became a human predisposition in the hearts of their children, an inclination of a sinful nature, the desire to disobey and not trust God. We saw in the previous session how God grieved over the fallen state of humanity and then judged the world through the flood and showed grace to Noah and his family. 



What if you were a part of Noah’s family after the floodwaters had subsided? Perhaps you think that after witnessing such an intense display of God’s judgment toward sin and His mercy in preserving your family, you’d make a new commitment to be obedient. Unfortunately, the next scene shows Noah drunk, the object of mockery from one of his sons. And generations later, sin extends to the point that people all over the world join together to create a tower that would reach the skies for the sake of their own glory.





Option 2

Prior to the session, gather two Lego® projects and place them on a table at the front of the room. Choose two volunteers to complete the projects. Provide the first student all the Legos needed for his or her project, still in the box with the instructions. Provide the other student all the Legos needed as well, but without the box and with instructions written in a language the student cannot read. When the first student completes his or her project, call time. Praise the first student for completing the project, then ask the second:



Did you want to complete your project first? Why or why  not? 



In what ways were your plans for completing your project thwarted?



Point out that God knows our motivation for everything we do. In today’s session we will discover how God thwarted the plans of His people when they sought praise for themselves over Him.





HIS STORY   15-20 minutes

The Point

God judges and disrupts human attempts to thwart His glory. 



Characters

The Triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit

The people of Babel: generations following Noah



Plot

As the Genesis account continues, we encounter an interesting narrative in what is commonly referred to as the Tower of Babel. By the time we reach this account in history, some time has passed since the judgment and mercy of the flood (discussed in the previous session), but like the time surrounding the flood, we continue to see that humanity is still broken from the inside out. There is still a sin problem because there is still a heart problem. Sin still remained in the heart of man after the flood. God knew this was the case, which is why the flood was only meant to slow down the progression of sin in the world. 



As we approach this event in history, it is important to ask ourselves what the author would have us understand about God, ourselves, and the way we should live as we look back to this time. Stories like these are recorded for a purpose, and God would have us immerse ourselves into this time in biblical history to teach us something new, and perhaps something we’ve never thought about before. 





GOD SEES THE PEOPLE’S PRIDEFUL PLANS

The descendants of Noah settled in the land of Shinar, and there they decided to build for themselves a city, and within that city a tower that would reach the sky. Watch how the story unfolds:



Now the whole earth had one language and the same words. And as people migrated from the east, they found a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there. And they said to one another, “Come, let us make bricks, and burn them thoroughly.” And they had brick for stone, and bitumen for mortar. Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower with its top in the heavens, and let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be dispersed over the face of the whole earth.” And the Lord came down to see the city and the tower, which the children of man had built. (Gen. 11:1-5)



At first glance, we might think, What’s wrong with that? The world is filled with cities and skyscrapers. Why is there anything wrong with deciding to build this particular city and its tower? But look carefully at how the author of Genesis tells the story.



“As people migrated from the east…” This geographical reference has a moral aspect to it. In journeying “from the east,” the people turned their backs on the sunrise and went farther “east of Eden.” 1 Some translations read “eastward,” but the point is the same—the people were walking farther away from the garden of Eden. 



“They said to one another…” Before taking on such a massive undertaking, there was no consulting God. They didn’t share Noah’s relationship with God, and they weren’t interested in carrying out the task God gave Noah’s descendants. In this situation, there’s an utter absence of God in their minds.



“Let us build ourselves a city and a tower with its top in the heavens.” Sure, this seems like a major undertaking, but why does Genesis imply it was sacrilegious? Because the sky represented heaven, the place where God dwells. This reference ought to remind us of Genesis 3; it is another human attempt to become like God. 



“Let us make a name for ourselves.” The people wanted to build a city with a tower so high that they would make a name for themselves. Feel the arrogance of this statement. They stood in direct contrast to what we will see in Genesis 12, where God promised to give Abram a great name. Here in Genesis 11, the people wanted to achieve greatness for themselves.



“Lest we be dispersed over the face of the whole earth.” Wait a minute! Didn’t God tell the people to be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth (Gen. 9:1)? Yes, and here’s where we see humanity’s blatant refusal to obey God’s command to Noah and his descendants. Instead of giving God glory, they sought their own by huddling together to build their own kingdom, completely ignoring God’s command. 



We see that these were not benign actions but humanity’s attempt once again to cast aside God’s goodness and choose for themselves what they define as good. 



What are some instances in today’s culture where people might try to make a name for themselves? (athletes, musicians, TV personalities, reporters, etc.) (p. 40, PSG)



Is there anything wrong with wanting to take credit for our personal successes? Why or why not? (p. 40, PSG)



Going Further With the Story

The account of Adam and Eve’s sin in the Garden of Eden (ch. 3) and the Tower of Babylon share many similarities in plot, vocabulary, and theme. Both show people acting with sinful pride to try to make themselves godlike, and both show God expelling sinners from the their homes as punishment for their sin. The people’s pride and ambition is expressed in three different ways: (1) the fivefold use of the first-person pronouns—us (twice), ourselves (twice), and we; (2) their desire to build ... a tower into the sky, thus giving them access to “the heavens,” the domain of God; and (3) their attempt at self-glorification— let us make a name for ourselves. Because they did it to avoid being scattered over the face of the whole earth, all their efforts amounted to a rebellion against God and His command to fill the earth (9:1). In spite of their best efforts to elevate themselves to God’s domain, the Lord still had to come down to look over the city and the tower. Human attempts to achieve glory, which belongs to God alone, always fall pitifully short.2





GOD JUDGES THEIR PRIDEFUL PLANS

Because God sees and because God cares, there will be judgment. We’ll see in a moment what form this judgment would take for the people, but note first of all how the story describes God’s action. These men were building something they hoped would reach the heavens, but it was merely a speck in the eyes of God, such a speck that He “came down to look” at it (v. 5).



So God decided to judge the people in Shinar, not because He was threatened by their actions, but because He cared deeply about their hearts. He wanted to slow the spread of sin. Take a look:



And the Lord said, “Behold, they are one people, and they have all one language, and this is only the beginning of what they will do. And nothing that they propose to do will now be impossible for them. Come, let us go down and there confuse their language, so that they may not understand one another’s speech.” (Gen. 11:6-7)



The text informs us that God put an end to the building of this tower by confusing the people’s language. He could have destroyed the tower, struck the builders with lightning, or caused a massive earthquake. Instead, He confused their languages so that their progress in this evil was stunted. 



Yet there’s an element of mercy in this act of judgment, and that’s a theme we’ve seen again and again in Genesis. 



Lead students to turn to the following sections in their Bibles and discuss the recurring themes they observe. (p. 41, PSG)



Genesis 3: Because Adam and Eve sinned, they were judged and banished from paradise. But was this action only judgment? No. You see, God could have annihilated Adam and Eve right then and there, but instead, He showed them mercy. He sacrificed an animal in order to clothe them, and He promised that through the seed of Eve, a Messiah would be born who would crush the head of the serpent. 



Genesis 4: When Cain killed Abel, Cain was judged and forced to wander. But even here God showed an element of mercy. When Cain expressed his fear of being killed in vengeance, God placed upon him a mark of protection.



Genesis 6–9: When the state of humanity was described as creating new evils with their every thought and intent, God brought judgment through the flood. But it wasn’t just judgment; He saved a remnant of humanity in the ark.



God continues to show mercy to His children even today. Hebrews 12:5-11 tells us that God disciplines us when we sin, but the discipline is good because it is what proves we are His. The discipline is merciful because even if it isn’t enjoyable at the time, it later yields the fruit of peace and righteousness.



99 Essential Doctrines: God Is Transcendent

God’s transcendence refers to the fact that He is distinct from and independent of His created world. He is transcendent over us in regard to His greatness and power as well as His goodness and purity. The implication of this doctrine is that God is inherently superior to humanity; His thoughts and ways are higher than ours (Isa. 55:8-9). When God saves us, He restores us so we can fulfill our human purpose; this does not mean that we become God or that distinctions between God and humanity are obliterated. Understanding God’s transcendence evokes awe and wonder at His goodness and power.





GOD MERCIFULLY CAUSES THEIR PRIDEFUL PLANS TO FAIL

So how did God ultimately respond to the people’s pride? He confused their language, and in merciful judgment, He caused humanity’s idolatrous plans to fail.



So the Lord dispersed them from there over the face of all the earth, and they left off building the city. Therefore its name was called Babel, because there the Lord confused the language of all the earth. And from there the Lord dispersed them over the face of all the earth. (Gen. 11:8-9)



We must not pass over this story as if it were an obscure historical event with little relevance to our lives. The events of Genesis 11 provide a window into human thought and behavior. We too are a people who travel farther and farther “east of Eden,” turning our backs to God’s goodness. We are a people who often live with absolutely no thought of God in our minds. In making decisions big and small, “we say to each other,” but we don’t say to God. We’re content to live, act, speak, and make life’s decisions without ever consulting God.



Every day, we’re building something. And we’re tempted to build up our treasures in a way that communicates to the world that this is where we find our identity, our joy, and our life. The temptation to “make a name for ourselves” leads us to believe we are at the center of the universe and that we can accomplish salvation for ourselves. We can work our way up to the heavens; we can be like God, or so we think.



It’s good news that God causes idolatrous plans to fail. Time after time, the God who is committed to our good, the God who wants us to find our satisfaction in Him, will slowly strip away everything else in which we try to find joy. Perhaps you’ve spent years and years building a reputation that would reach to the heavens. What would it look like for God, in His mercy, to strip away some of the things in which you find your security?



When failure comes into our lives, we often interpret it as disaster, or a sign of God’s judgment. Genesis 11 reminds us that our plans often fail because they were our plans, not God’s plan. And God, in His goodness and grace, often causes these plans to fail. His goal is to turn us toward Himself. He wants us to see that nothing can satisfy us like He can. Without the failure of our idolatrous plans, we would continue on in our rejection of God without ever noticing that something was wrong.





CHRIST CONNECTION

In Genesis 11, God confused the language of those who sought to make known the greatness of their own name and of their own kingdom. Thousands of years later, at Pentecost, God tore down the language barrier so that His people would scatter across the world and make known the great name of His Son.



Not only that, but this theme of judgment combined with mercy found throughout Genesis and the rest of the Old Testament points to the cross of Jesus. The cross is the ultimate display of both God’s judgment and His mercy. At the cross, God fully poured out His wrath against our sin, but He also poured out the fullness of His mercy and grace when He let His own Son take the punishment for our sin.



As Christians, we have new and redeemed hearts. As a result, we are to accept the task the people of Babylon ignored and share the good news of God’s kingdom, accomplishing His mission and spreading His fame, not ours.





YOUR STORY   10-15 minutes

Group Questions

God’s Story has always been designed to connect with your story. It is because of His Story that our stories make sense, have meaning, and carry on into eternity. Use the questions below to help think through how His Story connects with your own. 



What are some ways people today, even Christians, seek to “make a name for ourselves”? Examples might include seeking approval from others through social media venues, athletic ability, and/or by making good grades, etc. 



Why might it be better for our plans to fail rather than have them succeed without God? Answers will vary, but have students consider the truth that apart from God, even the things we deem “successful” are ultimately very unsuccessful. 



What are some personal successes you’ve experience in life? Did you take all the credit for your success or did you glorify God? Explain. Answers to this question will vary. 



How has today’s study helped you recognize the importance of consulting God in the things you do and the decisions you make? Answers to this question will vary. 





YOUR MISSION   10-15 minutes

Head

God’s actions toward the people of Babel help us to think once again about mercy and judgment going hand-in-hand. While confusing the languages and bringing disunity to the people was an act of judgment, it was simultaneously an act of mercy as well.  



What surprises you about the action God took to stop the people’s building plans? Answers to this question will vary.



Do you see an element of mercy in God’s judgment? Explain. Ultimately the merciful element is found in the fact that God didn’t just leave the people alone, free to do whatever pleased them. Such unity in sinfulness would have resulted in even greater sin, which is why it was merciful that God confused their language. 



Heart

The story of the Tower of Babel reveals something about the human heart that is both not surprising and shocking at the same time. It is not surprising given that we have already seen some pretty evil things that have resulted because of the contamination of the human heart; yet in a sense it is quite shocking because hearing this story is like looking into a mirror—the pride one sees is all too familiar. 



What are some questions we could ask ourselves that might help us identify whether we are seeking to make a name for ourselves or please God? Answers will vary, but may include some along the lines of: Why do I care so much about my grades? Why do I regularly post selfies online? Why is it so important that I get into this college? Etc. 



How can we tell if we are pursuing success apart from a relationship with God? Answers to this question will vary. 



Hands

The Tower of Babel warns us against the pride that all of humanity encounters in some form or fashion, seeking to place self before others and even God Himself. However, God is the center of this universe—not us—and there is joy in living out life day by day with that truth in mind.



What are some practical ways we can make sure we are working to advance God’s kingdom instead of our own? Answers to this question will vary.



What are some ways we can pursue humility and fight pride in our personal lives? Answers to this question will vary, but may include things like remembering the gospel, considering others as more important than oneself, putting the needs of others first, etc.





TIMELINE

Tower of Babel

Humanity’s pride is relentless in seeking praise for itself; but God’s glory will never be dethroned.



The Calling of Abraham

God establishes a covenant with Abraham.



Abraham and Isaac

Abraham’s faith is tested when commanded to sacrifice his son. 



Abraham’s heirs receive the promise

The promise of the covenant is passed to Abraham’s descendants.



Jacob and Esau

Family dysfunction erupts between parents and sons for the birthright blessing.



Jacob wrestles with God

Jacob, the deceiver, is forever changed after being broken through his encounter with God.





ADDITIONAL INFO

Leader Pack

For this session, item #6 can be used during group time. Item #6 is a poster displaying bricks, and is intended to be an interactive object lesson that corresponds with the story of babel. To set up the activity, explain to your group that like the people of the Tower of Babel who tried to make a name for themselves and build their own platform and kingdom, what are some ways that we also try to promote ourselves or make our name known to those around us today? As students come up with answers, write them on the bricks of the poster. 



Sources

1. Arthur W. Pink, Gleanings in Genesis (Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible Software, 2005), 134. 

2. HCSB Study Bible

3. “Trevor Bayne,” I Am Second [online], [cited 9 March 2015]. Available from the Internet: www.iamsecond.com



Additional Resources

Check out the following additional resources:

Leader Training Videos

One Conversations

Midweek Studies

Circular Timeline Poster

App (for both leader and student)



Additional suggestions for specific groups are available at GospelProject.com/AdditionalResources

And for free online training on how to lead a group visit MinistryGrid.com/web/TheGospelProject








SESSION 6


ONE CONVERSATION


Use the following thoughts and questions to have one spiritual conversation. You can pick and choose, use them all or just allow the statement 
to be your guide. The emphasis shouldn’t be about having all the answers, but simply having a conversation.


Scripture
Genesis 11:1-9


1. Opening Statement
Begin your conversation by asking about this main point:


God judges and disrupts human attempts to thwart His glory.
This main point is the biblical truth the student’s study was built around. Each week there will be one statement that ties the whole 
study together. These would be great statements to remember together. The hope is that thoughts and ideas will stem from these 
statements. You can also begin by sharing a thought of your own that you learned during your study of the same session. Ask what 
thoughts were surprising as the study was taught.


2. Thought From the Study
In Genesis 11, God confused the language of those who sought to make known the greatness of their own name and of their 
own kingdom. Thousands of years later, at Pentecost, God tore down the language barrier so that His people would scatter across 
the world and make known the great name of His Son. Not only that, but this theme of judgment combined with mercy found 
throughout Genesis and the rest of the Old Testament points to the cross of Jesus. The cross is the ultimate display of both God’s 
judgment and His mercy. At the cross, God fully poured out His wrath against our sin, but He also poured out the fullness of His 
mercy and grace when He let His own Son take the punishment for our sin.


 Y How can we tell if we are pursuing success apart from a relationship with God?


3. Quote for Discussion
Discuss this quote together. How does this change your understanding of a relationship with Jesus?


“The real attitude of sin in the heart towards God is that of being without God; it is pride, the worship of myself, that is 
the great atheistic fact in human life.” —Oswald Chambers


4. Conversation Questions
Use these questions to begin thinking through and applying the lessons to your family life: 


1. How well would you say we pursue humility and fight pride in our family?
2. Why is it so important for our family to consult God in the decisions we make?
3. What are some successes our family has experienced? Did we take the credit for those or did we glorify God?
4. What are some practical ways our family can make sure we are working to advance God’s kingdom, not our own desires?


© LifeWay. The Gospel Project for Students. Published in the United States of America. Permission granted to reproduce this item for church use only.








SESSION FIVE


The Creator Destroys 
and Redeems


SESSION SUMMARY
In this session we see how God responds to the rebelliousness of humanity. He grieves over the 
wickedness of the world even as He pronounces judgment on it. But in this righteous judgment, God 
shows favor to Noah and his family, saving them from a great flood and then commissioning them to 
fulfill His good intentions for humanity. Like Noah, we are saved from God’s judgment and called to 
obey God as His redeemed people.


SCRIPTURE
Genesis 6:5-22; 9:1-11
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THE POINT


God judges sin and provides salvation to those who trust 
in Him. 


INTRO/STARTER  5-10 MINUTES


Option 1
Review the following information with students: So far in our study of Genesis, we’ve seen how God 
created the heavens and the earth, then moved on to His most precious creation—human beings 
made in His image. We watched how Adam and Eve sinned by choosing not to believe and trust 
the goodness of God’s Word. We saw how sin became an epidemic, not something that could be 
quarantined in the hearts of our first parents. It was a sickness that spread to their children, and as it 
spread, it began to manifest itself in increasingly wicked ways. 


As sin spread through the world, the human response to sin began to change. We went from 
shame to indifference to boasting. When Adam sinned, his response was: “I heard the sound of you in 
the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself” (Gen. 3:10). Adam’s response was 
shame and hiding. When Cain sinned and the Lord asked him where his brother Abel was, he replied: 


“I do not know; am I my brother’s keeper?” (Gen. 4:9). Cain’s response was indifference.
Then, in Genesis 4:23-24, we see Lamech, the great great great grandson of Cain. After 


committing murder, his response was to celebrate his wickedness with song: “Lamech said to his wives: 
“Adah and Zillah, hear my voice; you wives of Lamech, listen to what I say: I have killed a man for 
wounding me, a young man for striking me. If Cain’s revenge is sevenfold, then Lamech’s is seventy-
sevenfold.” Lamech’s response was boasting and entitlement.


• Invite students to call out examples in our culture today where someone in the news has 
responded to their own wrongdoing in one of these three ways: shame, indifference, or boasting. 


• Which of these seems to be the most common response to sin? Which is the appropriate 
response? Explain.


Option 2
Invite students to identify physical features or personality traits they’ve inherited or have adapted from their 
parents. Remind students that all people inherited the problem of sin from Adam. But we have hope. Even 
though sin entered the world through one man, salvation also entered through one man—Jesus Christ.


• Do you believe the work of Christ can overcome the sin in your life? Why or why not?
• How different would the world be if everyone lived each day knowing that Christ has 


given us victory over sin? Explain.
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THE POINT


God judges sin and provides salvation to those who trust 
in Him.


CHARACTERS
• The Triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit


• Noah and his family: descendent of Adam through the line of Seth; a good and righteous man; 
father of Shem, Ham, and Japheth


• The peoples of the earth


PLOT
After the spread of sin and seeing how it led to one brother murdering another, the story continues to unfold 
by introducing us to one of the most well-known characters in the Bible—Noah. Now, most people in our 
culture, even if they haven’t set foot inside a church, are familiar with the basic story line of Noah. For them, 
that would include an ark, pairs of animals, a colossal flood, and so forth. While these are certainly elements 
that come up in the story, what if there is more to it than that? What else can we learn about this event? 
What is God communicating about Himself through this time in history? What do we learn about ourselves 
through this? What does Noah have to do with Jesus? 


Questions like these, and several others, are what take us to the story of Noah in this session. As we 
approach what may be somewhat of a familiar story, however, it would be helpful if you come to this story 
with fresh eyes and fresh ears, believing that there is perhaps more to it than we know.   


HIS STORY   15-20 MINUTES
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GOD JUDGES WICKEDNESS
Sin spread wide and sin spread deep. By the time we get to Genesis 6, we 
may be wondering what God thinks about this situation and what He will 
do about it.


The Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, 
and that every intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil 
continually. And the Lord was sorry that he had made man on the 
earth, and it grieved him to his heart. So the Lord said, “I will blot 
out man whom I have created from the face of the land, man and 
animals and creeping things and birds of the heavens, for I am sorry 
that I have made them.” (Gen 6:5-7)


Every thought was nothing but evil, we read. Imagine that kind of a world—a 
place where in every thought and deed people were in essence shouting at 
God: “I don’t trust You! I don’t believe You! I defy You!” Such is the essence of 
sin—a faithless defiance of God the Creator.


God’s reaction was one of sorrow and grief. Consider the weight of the 
statement in verse 6. The Lord was grieved. He felt anguish in His heart. That 
word “grieved” in Hebrew means “toil, languish, agony, to be injured in feeling.” 


How can this word be used in connection with God? How can an infinitely 
powerful God who lacks in nothing be in toil, languish, or agony? How could 
He be injured in any way? The basis for this grief is love—love for the people 
He created. It’s why, after reading in Genesis 3:7 about Adam and Eve eating 
the forbidden fruit, God didn’t simply step in and destroy them and the world 
in Genesis 3:8. He judged, but He judged with patience, longing to be in 
relationship again with His people.


• This account in Genesis isn’t the only time that God was grieved 
by His people. Challenge students to identify some other instances 
recorded in Scripture where God was grieved. How did He respond? 


• What are some things that might grieve God today? In what ways does 
He still show patience to His people today? (p. 34, PSG)


GOING FURTHER WITH THE STORY
For the first time in the Bible, the Lord regretted something that He had made. However, 
His regret did not stem from something He had done wrong, but rather what humanity 
was doing wrong. The fact that people had become totally preoccupied with evil grieved 
Him in His heart, much as Israel’s sin would later grieve Him (Ps. 78:40-41; Isa. 63:10).1


TIMELINE


NOAH
Judgment and 
graciousness are 
found in the flood.


TOWER OF 
BABEL
Humanity’s pride is 
relentless in seeking 
praise for itself; but 
God’s glory will never 
be dethroned.


THE CALLING 
OF ABRAHAM
God establishes 
a covenant 
with Abraham.
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God could have destroyed the world and all its inhabitants, but instead He 
chose to purge creation of its great wickedness. Yet, He would save one family. 
He chose not to give up on all humanity, not to turn His back and start over 
completely. Even though He knew Noah and his descendants would again 
disappoint Him, defy Him, and walk in faithlessness, God decided to preserve 
this remnant. Why? Because like a father who will not stop loving his children 
no matter how often they disobey, God bound His heart to His people.


What this simply means is that God loved us. He didn’t have to love us, and He 
didn’t need to, but in His great love, He extended grace to us. He is our Father, and 
He has tied His own joys with our joys, and He tied His own pains with our pains.


The flood story is certainly one of judgment—the declaration of a holy and 
righteous Judge against all that is evil. And yet, it is also one of grief—the tears of 
a loving Father who will not give up on His people. 


GOD PROVIDES A WAY OF ESCAPE
We’ve seen that God was grieved by the sin of the world, and in His holy 
judgment, He decided to wipe everything off the face of the earth and 
start again. But here is where the story takes a turn. God demonstrated His 
commitment to humanity by choosing to preserve a righteous man’s family.


But Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord. These are the 
generations of Noah. Noah was a righteous man, blameless in 
his generation. Noah walked with God. And Noah had three sons, 
Shem, Ham, and Japheth. Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight, 
and the earth was filled with violence. And God saw the earth, and 
behold, it was corrupt, for all flesh had corrupted their way on the 
earth. And God said to Noah, “I have determined to make an end of 
all flesh, for the earth is filled with violence through them. Behold, 
I will destroy them with the earth. Make yourself an ark of gopher 
wood. Make rooms in the ark, and cover it inside and out with pitch. 
This is how you are to make it: the length of the ark 300 cubits, its 
breadth 50 cubits, and its height 30 cubits. Make a roof for the ark, 
and finish it to a cubit above, and set the door of the ark in its side. 


God’s Glory


The glory of God is His manifest work, the way He represents His perfect character through 
His activity. It also refers to His excellent reputation and is given as one of the reasons we are 
to praise His name. Another sense of the word is the inherent beauty of God, the unbearable 
brightness and beauty of His being as He radiates His own attributes and characteristics 
for all to witness. The Scriptures speak of humanity as having “fallen short” of God’s glory 
(Rom. 3:23) because we have rejected the purpose for which God created us—to glorify Him.
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Make it with lower, second, and third decks. For behold, I will bring 
a flood of waters upon the earth to destroy all flesh in which is the 
breath of life under heaven. Everything that is on the earth shall die. 
But I will establish my covenant with you, and you shall come into 
the ark, you, your sons, your wife, and your sons’ wives with you. And 
of every living thing of all flesh, you shall bring two of every sort into 
the ark to keep them alive with you. They shall be male and female. 
Of the birds according to their kinds, and of the animals according 
to their kinds, of every creeping thing of the ground, according to its 
kind, two of every sort shall come in to you to keep them alive. Also 
take with you every sort of food that is eaten, and store it up. It shall 
serve as food for you and for them.” Noah did this; he did all that God 
commanded him. (Gen 6:8-22)


Take a look at verse 8 and then verse 18. Noah alone found favor in God’s 
eyes, right? But then notice how it says that God would establish His covenant 
not with Noah alone but also with those who belong to him. Watch the 
progression: Noah received God’s favor, was declared righteous, and then 
his family benefited from his righteousness. The same truth is reiterated in 
Genesis 7:1: “Then the Lord said to Noah, “Go into the ark, you and all your 
household, for I have seen that you are righteous before me in this generation.” 
Noah found favor. Noah was the only righteous one, yet Noah’s family was 
saved.


There are two truths here we must not miss. First, grace precedes 
righteousness. It’s no accident that the text specifies Noah receiving favor from 
the Lord before being declared righteous. Grace came first. It wasn’t that Noah 
obeyed and that’s why he was saved. It was that Noah received grace, and that’s 
why he obeyed.


TIMELINE


ABRAHAM 
AND ISAAC
Abraham’s faith 
is tested when 
commanded to 
sacrifice his son. 


ABRAHAM’S 
HEIRS 
RECEIVE THE 
PROMISE
The promise of the 
covenant is passed 
to Abraham’s 
descendants.


JACOB AND 
ESAU
Family dysfunction 
erupts between 
parents and sons 
for the birthright 
blessing.


GOING FURTHER WITH THE STORY
Through the story of the flood, we see the introduction to the gospel as salvation 
through judgment. What does this mean? While the entire world was looking up at 
God and rejecting Him, telling Him that they didn’t trust Him, just as their parents 
before them did, Noah was building an ark. He was demonstrating with his life that he 
believed God. He had faith that God was going to do what He had said. And the waters of 
judgment did come.


Here’s what I mean by salvation through judgment. The same water that swallowed 
everyone who didn’t believe in the word of God actually lifted Noah up. As the waters 
increased, everyone else was pressed down and crushed. But at the same time, Noah 
and his family were lifted up and saved. The waters of judgment actually saved him; it 
was salvation through judgment. And Peter confirmed this for us later in the Bible: “when 
God’s patience waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a 
few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through water” (1 Pet. 3:20).
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The second truth is that the covenant God made with Noah benefited the 
members of his family. The righteousness of Noah was the foundation of the 
preservation of the rest of his family. 


CHRIST CONNECTION
In the story of Noah, we see a pattern for how God is going to offer ultimate 
salvation. Jesus is the One in whom God was truly pleased, the One God truly 
favored. Though all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God, though 
none are righteous, not even one, God offers us salvation based on the sole 
person of Jesus and His righteousness. 


Remember, Noah’s family was saved not on the basis of their righteousness 
but on the basis of Noah’s righteousness. They were saved because they 
belonged to Noah. Likewise, we’re not saved by our own works but by the 
work of Jesus alone, and we’re saved only if we belong to Him.


However, where Noah could only save seven members of his family, God 
has given to Jesus people from every tribe, tongue, and nation. The family of 
Jesus will be so much larger than the family of Noah. 


Just as Noah spent his life in faith building an ark while the world rejected 
his message (Heb. 11; 2 Pet. 2), we should spend our lives faithfully telling 
people about the coming judgment and the good news of salvation God has 
made possible for us through Jesus Christ. Just as Noah’s story ends with 
a reaffirmation of God’s covenant and a commissioning to follow God in 
obedience, so also our salvation is not an end in itself but what precedes our 
own obedience. God has commissioned us not only to be fruitful and multiply 
but also to take the good news of His merciful love to the rest of the world.


• What does it mean to be commissioned to do something? Invite students 
to identify different ways people today are commissioned to carry 
out certain tasks, then share the following definition from Merriam-
Webster: Commission: an act of entrusting or giving authority2


• Compare this definition to Matthew 28:19-20. List the actions all 
believers have been commissioned to carry out: make disciples, 
baptize, teach.


GOING FURTHER WITH THE STORY
For more of the story, read God’s commissioning of Noah’s family in Geneses 9:1-11. 
Compare this passage with the original mandate God gave to Adam and Eve in Genesis 
1:26-28, pointing out any similarities and differences. 
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GROUP QUESTIONS
God’s Story has always been designed to connect with your story. It is because of His Story that 
our stories make sense, have meaning, and carry on into eternity. Use the questions below to 
help think through how His Story connects with your own. 


• The Bible tells us that God grieved before His judgment took place. What does 
this tell us about His character and how He views sin in our lives? At the very least, 
it tells us that God is not a dispassionate judge waiting to punish us every time we mess 
up, but a loving Father who disciplines those He loves. 


• Why is it important for us to recognize that God’s grace must precede our 
obedience? If we think that obedience comes before grace, or that grace is the reward 
for being obedient, then we will have a works-based view of Christianity. On the other 
hand, if grace comes before obedience, we affirm with the Bible that we are incapable of 
rescuing ourselves, and that God’s unmerited grace and mercy are actually what produce 
within us an obedient heart. 


• What lessons can we learn from Noah’s example of faithfulness? Answers to this 
question will vary. 


• Noah is described in the New Testament as a “preacher of righteousness” 
(2 Pet. 2:5). In what ways does our mission to call people to repentance and 
faith resemble Noah’s example? Answers to this question will vary. 


YOUR STORY   10-15 MINUTES


HIS STORY
God’s Story of 
Redemption 
through His Son, 
Jesus Christ.


YOUR STORY
Where your story 
meets His.


The Gospel Project for Students      53







HEAD
This session helps us to begin to see how and why it is important for God’s grace and love to coexist 
with His judgment and righteous anger. Both of these characteristics are necessary, and together 
they reveal something deep to us about God’s character. 


• Why is it important to stress both the grace and judgment of God when dealing with 
sin? Answers to this question will vary. 


• What would happen if you had one without the other? Either an unforgiving judge or 
a morally passive god who simply sweeps sin under the rug. Both of these fail to accurately 
represent the God of the Bible. 


HEART
Not only should our hearts be grieved over the fact that sin almost led, justifiably, to the entire 
destruction of the human race, but they should also be grieved over the fact that the God who judges 
sin also grieves because of sin’s presence in our hearts. This was true not only back then, but even 
now. God is still grieved at the sight of the rebelliousness within us.


• When was the last time you felt heartbroken over the sin in a friend’s life? In your own 
life? Answers to this question will vary. 


• How does the truth that God is grieved by our sin influence the way you deal with 
personal sin and temptation? Answers to this question will vary. 


HANDS
In a similar way that Noah was obedient to God, we too should follow in his footsteps. And as 
God commissioned Noah and his family, we too are commissioned with the task of preaching the 
righteousness of God through faith in Jesus. The flood didn’t stop the sin-infected hearts of men 
from spreading—it was never meant to. Only the cross is capable of that type of healing, and that is 
the message we have been called to share. 


• What are some positive characteristics of Noah that we can emulate as we seek to live 
on mission for God? Answers to this question will vary. 


• How has this session challenged you to be more faithful in sharing the gospel with 
others? Answers to this question will vary. 


YOUR MISSION   10-15 MINUTES
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ADDITIONAL INFO


SOURCES
1. Robert D. Bergen, HCSB Study Bible (Nashville: B&H, 2010).
2.  “Commission,” Merriam-Webster Dictionary [online], [cited 30 March 2014]. Available from the Internet: 


www.merriam-webster.com.


ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
Check out the following additional resources:


• Leader Training Videos
• One Conversations
• Midweek Studies
• Circular Timeline Poster
• App (for both leader and student)


Additional suggestions for specific groups are available at
GospelProject.com/AdditionalResources


And for free online training on how to lead a group visit
MinistryGrid.com/web/TheGospelProject
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The Point: God judges and 
disrupts human attempts to 


thwart His gloryTHE STORY BEGINS  |  SESSION 6
THE CREATOR SLOWS THE SPREAD OF EVIL
GENESIS 11:1-9


God Sees the People’s Prideful Plans
The descendants of Noah settled in the land of Shinar, and there they decided to build for themselves 
a city, and within that city, a tower that would reach the sky.


At first glance, we might think, What’s wrong with that? The world is filled with cities and 
skyscrapers. Why is there anything wrong with deciding to build this particular city and its tower? 
But look carefully at how the author of Genesis tells the story.


 Y What are some instances in today’s culture where people might try to make a name for 
themselves? (athletes, musicians, TV personalities, reporters, etc.)


 Y Is there anything wrong with wanting to take credit for our personal successes? Why 
or why not?


God Judges Their Prideful Plans
So God decided to judge the people in Shinar, not because He was threatened by their actions, but 
because He cared deeply about their hearts. He wanted to slow the spread of sin.


The text informs us that God put an end to the building of this tower by confusing the people’s 
language. He could have destroyed the tower, struck the builders with lightning, or caused a massive 
earthquake. Instead, He confused their languages so that their progress in this evil was stunted.


Yet there’s an element of mercy in this act of judgment, and that’s a theme we’ve seen again and 
again in Genesis.


 Y Turn to the following sections in your Bibles and discuss  the recurring themes of mercy through 
judgment that appear: 
• Genesis 3
• Genesis 4
• Genesis 6-9


God continues to show mercy to His children even today. Hebrews 12:5-11 tells us that God 
disciplines us when we sin, but the discipline is good because it is what proves we are His. The 
discipline is merciful because even if it isn’t enjoyable at the time, it later yields the fruit of peace and 
righteousness.


God mercifully causes their prideful plans to fail
We must not pass over this story as if it were an obscure historical event with little relevance to our 
lives. The events of Genesis 11 provide a window into human thought and behavior. We too are a 
people who travel farther and farther “east of Eden,” turning our backs to God’s goodness. We are a 
people who often live with absolutely no thought of God in our minds. In making decisions big and 
small, “we say to each other,” but we don’t say to God. We’re content to live, act, speak, and make 
life’s decisions without ever consulting God.


Essential Doctrines
God is Transcendent: God’s transcendence refers to the fact that He is distinct from and independent of 
His created world. He is transcendent over us in regards to His greatness and power as well as His goodness 
and purity. The implication of this doctrine is that God is inherently superior to humanity; His thoughts 
and ways are higher than ours (Isa. 55:8-9).


HIS STORY


Leader Note: Because some content from 
the Personal Study Guide will not be available 
on the One Sheet, make sure to adapt the 
session based on how you use the material 
with your group.
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 Y What are some ways people today, even Christians, seek to “make a name for ourselves”?


 Y Why might it be better for our plans to fail rather than have them succeed without God?


 Y What are some personal successes you’ve experience in life? Did you take all the credit for 
you success or did you glorify God? Explain.


 Y How has today’s study helped you recognize the importance of consulting God in the 
things you do and the decisions you make?


YOUR STORY


YOUR MISSION


Head
God’s actions towards the people of Babel helps us to think once again about mercy and judgment 
going hand-in-hand. While confusing the languages and bringing disunity to the people was an act 
of judgment, it was simultaneously an act of mercy as well.


 Y What surprises you about the action God took to stop the people’s building plans?


 Y Do you see an element of mercy in God’s judgment? Explain.


Heart
The story of the Tower of Babel reveals something about the human heart that is both not 
surprising and shocking at the same time. It is not surprising given that we have already seen some 
pretty evil things that have resulted because of the contamination of the human heart; yet in a sense 
it is quite shocking because hearing this story is like looking into a mirror—the pride one sees is all 
too familiar.


 Y What are some questions we could ask ourselves that might help us identify whether we 
are seeking to make a name for ourselves or please God?


 Y How can we tell if we are pursuing success apart from a relationship with God?


Hand 
The Tower of Babel warns us against the pride that all of humanity encounters in some form or 
fashion, seeking to place the self before others and even God Himself. However, God is the center 
of this universe—not us—and there is joy in living out life day by day with that truth in mind.


 Y What are some practical ways we can make sure we are working to advance God’s 
kingdom instead of our own?


 Y What are some ways we can pursue humility and fight pride in our personal lives?
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SESSION 1


ONE CONVERSATION


Use the following thoughts and questions to have one spiritual conversation. You can pick and choose, use them all or just allow the statement 
to be your guide. The emphasis shouldn’t be about having all the answers, but simply having a conversation.


Scripture
Genesis 1:1-25; 1 Corinthians 8:5-6


1. Opening Statement
Begin your conversation by asking about this main point:


In the beginning, God created everything, and He created everything good.
This main point is the biblical truth the student’s study was built around. Each week there will be one statement that ties the whole 
study together. These would be great statements to remember together. The hope is that thoughts and ideas will stem from these 
statements. You can also begin by sharing a thought of your own that you learned during your study of the same session. Ask what 
thoughts were surprising as the study was taught.


2. Thought From the Study
As a human being, a believer represents humanity. The creation of humanity was set apart as the apex of all of God’s creation (day 
six holds one more creation of God—the focus of session 2). No other creation of God can tell the glory of God like a human being 
because no other creation bears the image of God. The heavens, mountains, and oceans are proclaiming the glory of God, but not 
like we can display it. Every single person we see and encounter is, by nature, showing us something of God Himself. As believers, 
we carry the greatest light of God’s general revelation, but we also bear the light of God’s special revelation. God has commanded to 
shine in your heart the light of the knowledge of His glory in the face of Jesus Christ.


 Y When have you experienced the goodness of God’s creation? How did it make you feel?


3. Quote for Discussion
Discuss this quote together. How does this change your understanding of a relationship with Jesus?


“There is not a square inch in the whole domain of our human existence over which Christ, who is Sovereign over all, does 
not cry: ‘Mine!’” –Abraham Kuyper


4. Conversation Questions
Use these questions to begin thinking through and applying the lessons to your family life: 


 1. Why is it important for our family to understand that God created everything through the Son?
 2. How can seeing each other as God’s creations strengthen our family relationship?
 3. Why is belief in creation important? How does this belief shape our family’s ability to know God?
 4. How does understanding that we were created to declare God’s glory motivate our family to live on mission for Him?
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SESSION THREE


Human Rebellion


SESSION SUMMARY
In this session, we will look at humanity’s “fall into sin.” We will see that our rebellion against God 
begins by distrusting the goodness of His Word. Sin ruptures our relationship with God and with 
others, and then leads to devastating consequences in the world around us. Only God can save us from 
our sin and its consequences and empower us to battle sin as we live in His kingdom.


SCRIPTURE
Genesis 3:1-24
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THE POINT


Sin corrupts the goodness of God’s creation.


INTRO/STARTER  5-10 MINUTES


Option 1
In the previous sessions we learned that once God created the world, He created human beings, male 
and female, in His image. But after preparing a place for both Adam and Eve to enjoy, we witness in 
this session that a rebellion would take place, and as a result, God would exile them from the garden 
of Eden. 


• What if Adam and Eve had never sinned when they lived in the garden of Eden? 


Challenge students to really think about this. While they’re thinking, encourage them to refer to the 
specific curses God placed on Adam and Eve after they disobeyed (Gen. 3:16-19). 


Option 2
Separate students into three-person teams. Each team will need at least one boy and one girl. Assign 
each student one of three roles: talk show host, Adam, and Eve. Lead the talk show host (radio or 
TV) to prepare some questions to interview Adam and Eve. Instruct Adam and Eve to study the 
passages from today’s session to prepare to answer the host’s questions. (They should not work on 
these together.)


Allow students a few minutes to conduct their interviews. After each team has had the opportunity 
to present, discuss some of the highlights of the story as mentioned through the interviews.
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THE POINT


Sin corrupts the goodness of God’s creation.


CHARACTERS
• The Triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit


• Adam and Eve: the first humans created by God in His image


• Satan: disguised as the serpent in the garden


PLOT
In the previous sessions we learned that God created the world and human beings, male and female, in His 
image. As a Father providing good things for His children, God gave Adam and Eve a good world to take care of 
and enjoy. Everything He made—sun, moon, stars, sea creatures, birds, trees, and fruit—all of it was good and 
all of it was for them. More importantly, God gave Himself in relationship and fellowship to the first people.


All was good, and all was well! In fact, as we’ve seen, God overlooked all that He had made and declared it to 
be “very good.” It’s hard to gain an accurate picture of this time given that the world we now know is not the way 
it was intended to be. But in the first two chapters of the Bible, things were exactly as they were meant to be. 
That is, until sin enters the stage in human history. 


So what went wrong? What happened in the garden that would forever shape the world and humanity as 
we know them today? Let’s turn to Genesis 3 and see exactly what happened and the damage sin caused to the 
good work of creation. 


HIS STORY   15-20 MINUTES
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SIN LEADS TO A DISTRUST OF GOD’S WORD
As we begin to read the opening verses in chapter 3, we see that a drastic 
change is about to take place between humanity’s relationship with their 
Creator. And at the heart of this change lies an issue of trust—trusting the 
goodness of God and His Word. 


As we are about to see, human rebellion leads us to distrust the goodness 
of God’s Word. This is at the heart of human sinfulness, so it’s no surprise that 
Satan (disguised as a serpent) chose this line of temptation in the garden of Eden. 
Let’s read:


Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the 
field that the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God 
actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” And the 
woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in 
the garden, but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree 
that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you 
die.’” But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. For 
God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you 
will be like God, knowing good and evil.” So when the woman saw 
that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, 
and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its 
fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with 
her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew 
that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made 
themselves loincloths. (Gen. 3:1-7)


The serpent begins by introducing doubt. Did God really say...? He’s not denying 
what God has said, of course, but he is making God’s Word up for debate. Are 
you serious? Did He really, truly say that to you? 


Notice also how the serpent twists God’s Word. God told Adam and Eve that 
they could eat from any tree except one, but the serpent changes the prohibition: 
“Did God really say, ‘You can’t eat from any tree in the garden’?” 


TIMELINE


THE FALL
Sin enters the story 
and distorts God's 
good creation.


CAIN AND ABEL
The depth of 
humanity's fall 
is revealed in 
the heinous 
murder between 
two brothers.


NOAH 
Judgment and 
graciousness are 
found in the flood.


Sin as Rebellion


Because the Bible portrays people as responsible beings, expected to respond in faith 
and obedience to God’s revelation, the Bible often portrays sin in terms of defiance and 
rebellion toward God the King. Isaiah 1:2 is one of many passages that describes sin in 
terms of rebellion against God: “I have raised children and brought them up, but they have 
rebelled against Me.” Seen in this light, sin is personal and willful disobedience, the raising 
of a clinched fist toward the One who made us.
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The serpent didn’t first attack with a statement, but with a question. His goal 
was to lead Adam and Eve to doubt God’s goodness. He followed the question 
with an outright lie: “You will not surely die.” Sin begins with doubting God’s 
goodness and ends with denying God’s Word.


• Of course, Adam and Eve aren’t the only people who have doubted the 
goodness and truthfulness of God and His Word. When have you ever 
questioned the truthfulness of God’s Word? (p. 22, PSG)


In the end, the serpent wanted Adam and Eve to think they were missing out and 
that God was withholding happiness from them. And so Eve took the fruit, and 
Adam followed. 


This was a simple act of disobedience that carried with it unimaginable 
consequences. What happened in the garden was not merely a mistake; it was 
a rebellion.


SIN LEADS TO BROKEN RELATIONSHIPS WITH 
GOD AND OTHERS


The fallout from Adam and Eve’s sin began immediately. Their eyes were 
opened. Their rebellion caused them to have a new consciousness of their 
nakedness. Shame entered God’s good world. The first couple realized that 
they were naked, and so they sewed fig leaves together to cover themselves.


And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in 
the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from 
the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. But the 
Lord God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” And 
he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, 
because I was naked, and I hid myself.” He said, “Who told you that 


GOING FURTHER WITH THE STORY
“Sin lives in a costume; that’s why it’s so hard to recognize. The fact that sin looks so good 
is one of the things that makes it so bad. In order for it to do its evil work, it must present 
itself as something that is anything but evil. Life in a fallen world is like attending the 
ultimate masquerade party. Impatient yelling wears the costume of a zeal for truth. Lust 
can masquerade as a love for beauty. Gossip does its evil work by living in the costume of 
concern and prayer. Craving for power and control wears the mask of biblical leadership. 
Fear of man gets dressed up as a servant heart. The pride of always being right 
masquerades as a love for biblical wisdom. Evil simply doesn’t present itself as evil, which 
is part of its draw. You’ll never understand sin’s sleight of hand until you acknowledge 
that the DNA of sin is deception. Now, what this means personally is that as sinners we 
are all very committed and gifted self-swindlers. … We’re all too skilled at looking at our 
own wrong and seeing good.”1
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you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded 
you not to eat?” he man said, “The woman whom you gave to be 
with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” Then the Lord God 
said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman 
said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” The Lord God said to 
the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you above all 
livestock and above all beasts of the field; on your belly you shall 
go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. I will put enmity 
between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her 
offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” To 
the woman he said, “I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing; 
in pain you shall bring forth children. Your desire shall be for your 
husband, and he shall rule over you.” (Gen. 3:8-16)


Adam and Eve felt clothed before they exchanged the goodness of God’s Word for 
lies. They had God’s favor; they were unashamed, secure, and provided for. But 
when they questioned and doubted the goodness of God, they brought shame into 
our world. And with this favor gone, they felt naked. 


Before their sin, Adam and Eve felt no shame, there was nothing to hide, 
and they could be completely vulnerable before God and with each other in 
complete safety. There were fully known and fully loved.


And even now, we long to be known and loved. But shame has infected all 
of our relationships. This is why you wonder: What if someone I deeply care for 
learned how I really am on the inside? What if they knew the secret thoughts running 
through my mind every day? Would they still love me? Would they abandon me? 


God created us to be fully known and fully loved. But in our fallen state, 
we’ve convinced ourselves that the only way we can be loved is if we’re not fully 
known. We believe it would be impossible for anyone to know the depths of who 
we are and still love us. That’s why we hide.


But it’s not just our relationship with God that has been broken. Our relationship 
with others has been shattered as well. The expression of sheer joy and excitement 
we saw in the previous chapter when Adam first saw Eve (“This one, at last, 
is bone of my bone and flesh of my flesh”) has been transformed into blame 
and enmity.


From this point forward, human relationships of all types will experience 
brokenness to some degree. Abuse, manipulation, and enmity have replaced the 
paradise that once characterized human relationships within the garden. But as 
we will see soon, there is hope yet for humanity.


TIMELINE


TOWER OF 
BABEL
Humanity's pride is 
relentless in seeking 
praise for itself; 
but God's glory will 
never be dethroned. 


THE CALLING 
OF ABRAHAM
God establishes 
a covenant with 
Abraham.


ABRAHAM 
AND ISAAC
Abraham's faith 
is tested when 
commanded to 
sacrifice his son. 
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CHRIST CONNECTION
Even though this story is a sad scene of fallenness and judgment, there 
is a thread of mercy. Before casting Adam and Eve out of paradise, God 
clothed them with animal skins. God provided the covering for Adam and 
Eve’s nakedness.


Not only that, but in verse 15 God tells the serpent that the day is coming 
when a Son will be born through Eve, and even though the serpent will strike 
His heel, this Son of Eve will crush the serpent’s head. A Savior will come, and 
the serpent will be defeated. The evil unleashed in the garden will be eradicated 
when the Son of Eve arrives.


God’s initiative here points forward to His Son’s atoning work, when through 
His own sacrifice, He will take away the guilt of our sin and cover our shame 
with His righteousness.


Because of sin, Adam and Eve were banished from paradise. Their sin 
separated them from God’s presence with no way back in except through the 
angel’s sword. But the day would come when the sword would fall on the Son of 
Eve on the cross. The Son would be banished by the Father so that we might be 
reunited. He would face the sword so that we could return from our exile.


When God’s own Son was born into this world, He undid everything that 
went wrong in Genesis 3. He answered the question that Satan put in our hearts: 
“Is God good? Does He intend good for us? Can we trust Him?” He answered 
that question with the nails in His hands and a spear through His side—with 
His becoming sin on our behalf that we might become the righteousness of God 
in Him (2 Cor. 5:21).


GOING FURTHER WITH THE STORY
Genesis 3:17-24 also reveals another relationship that has been distorted because of sin—
the relationship between humanity and God’s good creation. Thus, our rebelling against 
God not only corrupted our relationships with God and each other, but it also shattered 
the perfect peace of God’s good world.


God called us to fill the earth (Gen. 1:28). But now this task will come through a 
woman’s pain and anguish (Gen. 3:16). God called us to subdue the earth. But now this 
task will come through toilsome work, fighting thorns and thistles. Only by the sweat 
of our brow will we be able to eat bread (Gen. 3:17-19). The work God gave us has been 
invaded by toil. The beauty of childbirth has been wracked with pain.


This passage ends with the reality of exile. God’s good world has been marred by 
human sin, and we are now separated from the perfection of the garden. Yet as we will 
see in the Christ Connection, all hope for humanity is far from being lost forever.
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GROUP QUESTIONS
God’s Story has always been designed to connect with your story. It is because of His 
Story that our stories make sense, have meaning, and carry on into eternity. Use the 
questions below to help think through how His Story connects with your own. 


• Are you more likely to see your sin as a “mistake” or “failure” or as an act of 
rebellion? What is the difference and how does it impact our perspective? 
A rebellion is an active and willful action on the part of someone, not merely a passive 
failure on their behalf. While our sins are, in one sense, mistakes and failures, they are 
much more than that as well. 


• What are the signs that our relationship with God has been broken? What are 
some ways we hide from God? Signs might include a lack of affection for God, a love 
for the things of this world, as well as actions and attitudes that are contrary to God and 
His Word. Allow students time to think of specific examples of what those might be, as 
well as ways we tend to hide our sins from God. 


• Take a moment to list different ways we can see the brokenness of human 
relationships in our world. How does the gospel provide an answer for these 
realities? Students answers will vary with the first question, possibly ranging from 
divorce within the home to countries at war with one another. Look to the Christ 
Connection to help answer the second question, pointing to the fact that Christ is going 
to restore that which has been broken. 


• How has sin affected the different spheres of society: family, government, 
church, the environment? How can we as Christians battle the effects of sin 
in these areas? Help students think through different examples where sin has taken 
place in these areas—broken families, corruption of government, etc. The goal is to help 
them see that sin’s effects are far reaching, and that Christians should be vigilant about 
battling against sin in these areas. 


YOUR STORY   10-15 MINUTES


HIS STORY
God’s Story of 
Redemption 
through His Son, 
Jesus Christ.


YOUR STORY
Where your story 
meets His.


The Gospel Project for Students      33







HEAD


The historical reality of the fall of humanity is essential to understanding ourselves and the world in 
which we live. It gets to the root of why things are the way they are—why brokenness and suffering 
plague both the human race and the world that we inhabit. Every worldview tries to explain why things 
have gone wrong, but only the Christian worldview gives the correct answer: we rebelled against our 
Creator long ago. 


• Why is it important to be able to make sense out of the brokenness of our world? Apart 
from the Bible explaining to us how and why the world became broken, we would be at a loss for 
rightly understanding why things are the way they are.  


• How does the fall of Adam and Eve shed light on your own personal sins and temptations?   
Answers to this question will vary, but may include: doubting God’s Word, doubting that God wants 
what is best for us, and so forth.


HEART


The fall of humanity into sin teaches that all things have been affected by the fall, including our very own 
hearts. Because of the fall, humans now have an inclination to the things that grieve the heart of God. 
And because our hearts have been affected, we are in need of new ones.  


• What is the connection between your heart and behavior? The heart, representing the center 
or essence of a person, is what leads to that person’s behavior. Thus, if one has a covetous heart, 
that may result in the physical act of stealing. The heart is the root, where the behavior is the fruit of 
one’s life. 


• When it comes to resolving conflict in relationships, why is it important that both parties 
look inwardly, to their own hearts, to see how he or she might be sinning against the other 
person? Is this hard to do? Explain. Answers to this question will vary.


HANDS


The fall of humanity forever altered the course of human history, disrupting our relationship with God, 
with others, and with the good world He created. Nevertheless, God is still at work to remake that which 
has been broken. As we’ve seen throughout this session, God is on a mission to restore what has been 
lost through His Son.


• How might God use His people in the mission to restore all things to Himself? Answers to 
this question will vary.


• How can you trust in God’s Word this week? How might that affect different areas of your 
life? Answers to this question will vary.


YOUR MISSION   10-15 MINUTES
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ADDITIONAL INFO


LEADER PACK
For this session, Items #4 and #5 can be used during group time. Item #4 can be used as either a visual 
illustration or even an object lesson to discuss the different relationships that have been affected by the Fall. 
Item #5 is an artistic poster referencing Gen. 3:15, the first signs of the gospel where God promises that a Seed 
will crush the head of the serpent. 


SOURCES
1. Paul David Tripp, Whiter Than Snow (Wheaton: Crossway, 2008), 32.


ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
Check out the following additional resources:


• Leader Training Videos
• One Conversations
• Midweek Studies
• Circular Timeline Poster
• App (for both leader and student)


Additional suggestions for specific groups are available at
GospelProject.com/AdditionalResources


And for free online training on how to lead a group visit
MinistryGrid.com/web/TheGospelProject
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The Point: God judges sin and 
provides salvation to those who 


trust in Him.


THE STORY BEGINS  |  SESSION 5
THE CREATOR DESTROYS 
AND REDEEMS
GENESIS 6:5-22; 9:1-11


God Judges Wickedness
Sin spread wide and sin spread deep. By the time we get to Genesis 6, we may be wondering what God 
thinks about this situation and what He will do about it.


Every thought was nothing but evil, we read. Imagine that kind of a world—a place where in every 
thought and deed people were in essence shouting at God: “I don’t trust You! I don’t believe You! I 
defy You!” Such is the essence of sin—a faithless defiance of God the Creator.


God’s reaction was one of sorrow and grief. Consider the weight of the statement in verse 6. The 
Lord was grieved. He felt anguish in His heart. That word “grieved” in Hebrew means “toil, languish, 
agony, to be injured in feeling.” 


God could have destroyed the world and all its inhabitants, but instead He chose to purge creation 
of its great wickedness. Yet, He would save one family. He chose not to give up on all humanity, not 
to turn His back and start over completely. Even though He knew Noah and his descendants would 
again disappoint Him, defy Him, and walk in faithlessness, God decided to preserve this remnant. 
Why? Because like a father who will not stop loving his children no matter how often they disobey, 
God bound His heart to His people.


God Provides a Way of Escape
We’ve seen that God was grieved by the sin of the world, and in His holy judgment, He decided to 
wipe everything off the face of the earth and start again. But here is where the story takes a turn. God 
demonstrated His commitment to humanity by choosing to preserve a righteous man’s family.


Take a look at verse 8 and then verse 18. Noah alone found favor in God’s eyes, right? But then 
notice how it says that God would establish His covenant not with Noah alone but also with those 
who belong to him. Watch the progression: Noah received God’s favor, was declared righteous, and 
then his family benefited from his righteousness. The same truth is reiterated in Genesis 7:1: “” Noah 
found favor. Noah was the only righteous one, yet Noah’s family was saved.


 Y Where are some other instances recorded in Scripture where God was grieved. How did He 
respond? What are some things that might grieve God today? In what ways does He still 
show patience to His people today?


Essential Doctrines
God’s Glory: The glory of God is His manifest work, the way He represents His perfect character 
through His activity. It also refers to His excellent reputation and is given as one of the reasons we are to 
praise His name.


HIS STORY


Leader Note: Because some content from 
the Personal Study Guide will not be available 
on the One Sheet, make sure to adapt the 
session based on how you use the material 
with your group.
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 Y The Bible tells us that God grieved before His judgment took place. What does this tell us 
about His character and how He views sin in our lives?


 Y Why is it important for us to recognize that God’s grace must precede our obedience?


 Y What lessons can we learn from Noah’s example of faithfulness?


 Y Noah is described in the New Testament as a “preacher of righteousness” (2 Pet. 2:5). 
In what ways does our mission to call people to repentance and faith resemble 
Noah’s example?


YOUR STORY


YOUR MISSION


Head
This session helps us to begin to see how and why it is important for God’s grace and love to coexist 
with His judgment and righteous anger. Both of these characteristics are necessary, and together 
they reveal something deep to us about God’s character.


 Y Why is it important to stress both the grace and judgment of God when dealing with sin? 


 Y What would happen if you had one without the other?


Heart
Not only should our hearts be grieved over the fact that sin almost led, justifiably, to the entire 
destruction of the human race, but they should also be grieved over the fact that the God who 
judges sin also grieves because of sin’s presence in our hearts. This was true not only back then, but 
even now. God is still grieved at the sight of the rebelliousness within us.


 Y When was the last time you felt heartbroken over the sin in a friend’s life? In your 
own life? 


 Y How does the truth that God is grieved by our sin influence the way you deal with personal 
sin and temptation?


Hands
In a similar way that Noah was obedient to God, we too should follow in his footsteps. And as 
God commissioned Noah and his family, we too are commissioned with the task of preaching the 
righteousness of God through faith in Jesus. The flood didn’t stop the sin-infected hearts of men 
from spreading—it was never meant to. Only the cross is capable of that type of healing, and that is 
the message we have been called to share. 


 Y What are some positive characteristics of Noah that we can emulate as we seek to live on 
mission for God?


 Y How has this session challenged you to be more faithful in sharing the gospel 
with others?
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The Point: Sin corrupts the 
goodness of God’s creation.THE STORY BEGINS  |  SESSION 3


HUMAN REBELLION
GENESIS 3:1-24


Sin leads to a distrust of God’s Word.
As we begin to read the opening verses in chapter 3, we see that a drastic change is about to take place 
between humanity’s relationship with their Creator. And at the heart of this change lies an issue of 
trust—trusting the goodness of God and His Word. 


Human rebellion leads us to distrust the goodness of God’s Word. This is at the heart of human 
sinfulness, so it’s no surprise that Satan (disguised as a serpent) chose this line of temptation in the 
garden of Eden.


The serpent didn’t first attack with a statement, but with a question. His goal was to lead Adam 
and Eve to doubt God’s goodness. He followed the question with an outright lie: “You will not die.” 
Sin begins with doubting God’s goodness and ends with denying God’s Word.


 Y When have you ever questioned the truthfulness of God’s Word?


Sin leads to broken relationships with God and others.
The fallout from Adam and Eve’s sin began immediately. Their eyes were opened. Their rebellion 
caused them to have a new consciousness of their nakedness. Shame entered God’s good world. The 
first couple realized that they were naked, and so they sewed fig leaves together to cover themselves.


Before their sin, Adam and Eve felt no shame, there was nothing to hide, and they could be 
completely vulnerable before God and with each other in complete safety. There were fully known and 
fully loved.


And even now, we long to be known and loved. But shame has infected all of our relationships. 
This is why you wonder: What if someone I deeply care for learned how I really am on the inside? What 
if they knew the secret thoughts running through my mind every day? Would they still love me? Would they 
abandon me? 


God created us to be fully known and fully loved. But in our fallen state, we’ve convinced 
ourselves that the only way we can be loved is if we’re not fully known. We believe it would be 
impossible for anyone to know the depths of who we are and still love us. That’s why we hide.


Essential Doctrine
Sin as Rebellion: Because the Bible portrays people as responsible beings, expected to respond in faith and 
obedience to God’s revelation, the Bible often portrays sin in terms of defiance and rebellion toward God 
the King. Isaiah 1:2 is one of many passages that describes sin in terms of rebellion against God: “I have 
raised children and brought them up, but they have rebelled against Me.” Seen in this light, sin is personal 
and willful disobedience, the raising of a clinched fist toward the One who made us.


HIS STORY


Leader Note: Because some content from 
the Personal Study Guide will not be available 
on the One Sheet, make sure to adapt the 
session based on how you use the material 
with your group.
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 Y Are you more likely to see your sin as a “mistake” or “failure” or as an act of rebellion? 
What is the difference and how does it impact our perspective? 


 Y What are the signs that our relationship with God has been broken? What are some ways 
we hide from God? 


 Y Take a moment to list different ways we can see the brokenness of human relationships in 
our world. How does the gospel provide an answer for these realities? 


 Y How has sin affected the different spheres of society: family, government, church, the 
environment? How can we as Christians battle the effects of sin in these areas? 


YOUR STORY


YOUR MISSION


Head
The historical reality of the fall of humanity is essential to understanding ourselves and the world in 
which we live. It gets to the root of why things are the way they are—why brokenness and suffering 
plague both the human race and the world that we inhabit. Every worldview tries to explain why 
things have gone wrong, but only the Christian worldview gives the correct answer: we rebelled 
against our Creator long ago. 


 Y Why is it important to be able to make sense of the brokenness of our world? 


 Y How does the fall of Adam and Eve shed light on your own personal sins and temptations?


Heart
The fall of humanity into sin teaches that all things have been affected by the fall, including our 
very own hearts. And because our hearts have been affected, we are in need of new ones. In fact, 
this takes place in the new covenant that God established. Because of our condition, God knew 
that new hearts would be necessary, and that is why He promised that through Christ, He would 
take out our hearts of stone and replace them with hearts of flesh. 


 Y What is the connection between your heart and behavior? 


 Y When it comes to resolving conflict in relationships, why is it important that both parties 
look inwardly, to their own hearts, to see how he or she might be sinning against the 
other person? 


Hands
The fall of humanity forever altered the course of human history, disrupting our relationship with 
God, with others, and with the good world He created. Nevertheless, God is still at work to remake 
that which has been broken. As we’ve seen throughout this session, God is on a mission to restore 
what has been lost through His Son.


 Y How might God use His people in the mission to restore all things to Himself?


 Y How can you trust in God’s Word this week? How might that affect different areas of 
your life?
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Essential Doctrine: Sin as Rebellion
Because the Bible portrays people as responsible beings, called to respond in faith and obedience to God’s revelation, the Bible often 
portrays sin in terms of defiance and rebellion toward God the King. Isaiah 1:2 is one of many passages that describes sin in terms of 
rebellion against God: “I have raised children and brought them up, but they have rebelled against Me.” Seen in this light, sin is personal 
and willful disobedience, the raising of a clinched fist toward the One who made us.


Scripture: Genesis 3:6-13; Matthew 15:10-20; Romans 1:18-25; 5:12-17


MIDWEEK EVENT
THE STORY BEGINS  //  SESSION 3  //  HUMAN REBELLION


This midweek study will explore why it’s important for students to recognize sin as rebellion against God. 
Use the following outline, activity, playlist, and video ideas to lead a midweek event for your students.


1  Sin begins in the heart.  
(Matt. 15:10-20; Rom. 5:12-17)


The Bible is clear that sin isn’t reducible to a list of things not to 
do or actions to avoid. Instead, at the root of every sinful action 
is a sinful heart that gave fruit to it. Sin starts within the human 
heart, and it is at the source of the human heart that sin needs to 
be addressed.


2   Sin leads to willful rebellion.  
(Gen. 3:6-13; Rom. 1:18-25)


While sin starts within the heart, it quickly surfaces to the 
level of action and behavior. Not only that, but one of the ways 
the Bible defines sinful action is with the language of willful 
rebellion. In other words, sin isn’t an accident that we happened 
to fall into or something that blindsided us. Instead, sinning is 
intentional, designed, and orchestrated disobedience against God 
and His purposeful ways.


Opening Activity


Prepare a table filled with a favorite snack students enjoy, such as 
homemade chocolate chip cookies, popcorn, etc. Place servings 
of the snack on individual plates with appropriate utensils as 
needed. Post several signs that state: DO NOT EAT THE 
SNACKS! Sign your name at the bottom of each posted sign. 
Enlist another student or leader to use lies and half-truths to 
“tempt” students to eat the snack. As soon as a student takes one 
bite of the snack, send him or her to a designated holding area. 


After several minutes, call the entire group together. Discuss 
with the detained students why they ate the snack when it was so 
obvious they were not supposed to eat it. Why did they choose to 
rebel against such a simple and clear rule? 


Worship/Playlist Ideas


 Y “ Oceans (Where Feet May Fail” by Hillsong UNITED 
(Zion, Hillsong Music, 2013)


 Y “ This Is Amazing Grace” by Phil Wickham 
(The Ascension, Fair Trade Services, 2013)


 Y “ All Things New” by Steven Curtis Chapman 
(All Things New, Sparrow, 2004)


 Y “Your Grace Is Enough” by Chris Tomlin 
(Arriving, Sparrow/sixstepsrecords, 2004)


Video Idea(s)


 Y “Warning” BluefishTV.com







1  Sin begins in the heart.  
(Matt. 15:10-20; Rom. 5:12-17)


Option: Display a variety of random items bearing logos, such 
as a T-shirt, restaurant napkins, brand name baseball bat, and so 
forth. Make sure you can identify where each item came from. 
Call on volunteers to guess the origin of each item, such as the 
location of the factory where it was made, the restaurant or store 
where it was purchased, and so forth. Discuss the ease of tracing 
where each of these items came from, then ask: Where does sin 
come from? 
Read Romans 5:12-17.


Point out that sin entered the world through Adam and Eve. 
Because of this, all people inherited Adam’s sin nature.


 Y How does Adam’s sin still affect you and me today?


Read Matthew 15:10-20.
 Y What evil things come from the heart? What would you add to 


this list?
 Y If we can just avoid doing the things on this list, will we be 


OK? Why or why not?
The Bible is clear that sin isn’t reducible to a list of things not 
to do or actions to avoid. Instead, at the root of every sinful 
action is a sinful heart that gave fruit to it. Sin starts within 
the human heart, and it is at the source of the human heart 
that sin needs to be addressed.


2   Sin leads to willful rebellion.  
(Gen. 3:6-13; Rom. 1:18-25)


 Y When was the last time you did something you knew was 
wrong? What caused you to act in this way?


Read Genesis 3:6-13.
 Y What did Adam and Eve do even though they knew it was 


wrong? Why?
Eve chose to listen to the serpent and to rebel against God. 
Adam willingly rebelled by making the same choice.


 Y Do you struggle with temptation in a similar way that Adam 
and Eve did? Explain.


MIDWEEK DISCUSSION
THE STORY BEGINS  //  SESSION 3  //  HUMAN REBELLION


This midweek study will explore why it’s important for students to recognize sin as rebellion against God. 
Use the following outline, activity, playlist, and video ideas to lead a midweek event for your students.


Read Romans 1:18-25.
 Y Why are people “without excuse” when it comes to sin?


Because God has made certain facts about himself known 
instinctively, people will someday have to give an account 
before God of why they chose to ignore his existence and his 
character. (Life Application New Testament Commentary)


WRAP IT UP


While sin starts within the heart, it quickly surfaces to the 
level of action and behavior. Not only that, but one of the 
ways the Bible defines sinful action is with the language of 
willful rebellion. In other words, sin isn’t an accident that 
we happened to fall into or something that blindsided us. 
Instead, sinning is intentional, designed, and orchestrated 
disobedience against God and His purposeful ways.


 Y What hope do we have of overcoming sin?
Sin entered the world through one man, but salvation also 
entered through one man—Jesus Christ. Jesus overcame sin, 
which leads to death, and offers us eternal life instead.


 Y Do you believe the work of Christ can overcome the sin in your 
life? Why or why not?


 Y How would your life be different if you lived every day in the 
reality of Christ’s victory over sin?


Essential Doctrine: Sin as Rebellion
Because the Bible portrays people as responsible beings, called to respond in faith and obedience to God’s revelation, the Bible often 
portrays sin in terms of defiance and rebellion toward God the King. Isaiah 1:2 is one of many passages that describes sin in terms of 
rebellion against God: “I have raised children and brought them up, but they have rebelled against Me.” Seen in this light, sin is personal 
and willful disobedience, the raising of a clinched fist toward the One who made us.
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 “The Story Begins”—sounds epic, doesn’t it? As if you are about to 
embark on a great journey; as if from this moment forward, things will never 
be the same. I, for one, hope that is true, because we are not about to dive 
into a study of some ancient work that is dead but into the living Word of 
God. This isn’t just any story; this is the story that God Himself has been 
telling since the beginning of time.


The Gospel Project Chronological is going to take us through the 
storyline of Scripture in three years. From the Book of Genesis to the Book 
of Revelation, we will see that God’s Word is not a series of disconnected 
writings and stories but one grand narrative with a beginning, an eternal end, 
and a purpose—to reveal Jesus Christ as God’s Son, our Savior and Lord. 


In the Old Testament, Jesus is the promised One; in the New Testament, 
He has come and will come again. All of life and all of history revolve around 
this One to whom every knee will bow and every tongue confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father (Phil. 2:10-11). And to those who 
are called by His name, this is our mission—our part of the story—to proclaim 
to the whole world Jesus as Lord, the Savior of all who believe in Him, that 
they would hear and give glory to the Creator of all.


ED STETZER


General Editor
The Gospel Project
President, LifeWay 
Research


TREVIN WAX


Managing Editor
The Gospel Project
Author of multiple 
books, including Gospel-
Centered Teaching, 
Counterfeit Gospels, and 
Clear Winter Nights: A 
Young Man’s Journey into 
Truth, Doubt, and What 
Comes After


FROM THE EDITORS


For a story to be great, it must include a great beginning. The story of the 
Bible, which tells the true story of our world, is no exception. 


In the Book of Genesis, we see God the Creator in all His majesty and 
goodness as He spins the world into motion and lavishes His image-bearers 
with love. We have an “inciting incident” that introduces conflict into this 
good world, as the first humans raise their fists in defiance toward their 
loving Father and bring havoc into this peaceful paradise. But even here, we 
have a promise—God will make things right again. God will cover His people’s 
sins and crush their adversary. The rest of Genesis shows how even though 
sin spread throughout the world, God remained faithful to His promise to Eve, 
His promise to Noah, and His promises to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph. 


The Book of Genesis is a glorious and earthy tale of rebellion and 
redemption, of sin and salvation, of failings and faith. Here is a book that 
shows us who we are in our sin and who God is in His grace. May this study 
lead you to express gratitude for God’s love toward you and then extend His 
love to everyone who inhabits this world He has promised to restore.
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SESSION ONE


In the Beginning, 
God...


THE POINT


In the beginning, God created everything, and He created 
everything good. 


SESSION SUMMARY


Our journey into God’s story revealed in Scripture starts with the opening pages of the Book 
of Genesis. In those pages, we not only see that everything finds its source of origin in the God 
of the Bible, but also that our own story begins here as well. The creation account invites us 
to look back to historical events and recognize that these truths tell us who we are and how 
we are to live in the present age. We not only learn about God, but we learn something about 
ourselves as well. 


SCRIPTURE


Genesis 1:1-25; 1 Corinthians 8:5-6


INTRO/STARTER


Option 1
For this option, discuss with students how every great story has a great beginning. A good 
beginning sets the tone, gives the context, draws you in, and makes you want to know more. 
Take these beginnings from some of the most enduring works of literature:


• “There was a boy called Eustace Clarence Scrubb, and he almost deserved it.” 
–C. S. Lewis, The Voyage of the Dawn Treader


• “It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the 
age of foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it was the epoch of incredulity, it was 
the season of light, it was the season of darkness, it was the spring of hope, it was the 
winter of despair.” –Charles Dickens, A Tale of Two Cities


What if a book exists that hasn’t just endured the test of a hundred years but of thousands? 
There are countless books written by men and women, but what if we had a book authored 
by God Himself? The beginning line would state...


“In the beginning, God…” The Bible opens simply yet dramatically as we’re introduced 
to the greatest reality ever to exist—God. In Genesis 1:1, we meet a God who is 
simply there. 


Option 2
For this option, show the Gospel Project for Students promotional video located at our website: 
gospelproject.com/additionalresources. Click on Fall 2105; the video is located under Session 1. 


After showing the video, discuss the following questions with students before turning to the 
next section of the lesson.


• What did you think was interesting about the video? Why do you think we are 
always drawn to a good story? Why is it important to see our story as part of the 
Bible’s bigger story?
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GOD CREATED EVERYTHING
How else could you describe the creation of everything unless you’re first introduced 
to Someone who preceded everything? That’s the whole point of Genesis 1:1. The 
God who simply is—who preceded everything and is not dependent on anything—
created all.


In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Now the 
earth was formless and empty, darkness covered the surface of the 
watery depths, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the surface 
of the waters. (Gen. 1:1-2)


The original audience of the Book of Genesis was the ancient Israelites on their 
way to the promised land (a story for a later time). They would not have asked 
some of the questions that pique our interest, such as the age of the earth or 
the science behind the creation. So what, then, was the original purpose for the 
creation account in Genesis?


The Israelites would have wrestled with questions such as Is our God the real 
God? Is He the best God? Is He the most powerful God? Having lived so long among 
the gods of the Egyptians and those of foreign nations, the Israelites struggled to 
believe that their God was the God.


THE POINT


In the beginning, God created everything, and He created 
everything good. 


CHARACTERS


• The Triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit


PLOT


The grand story of the Bible, the story that we are all a part of, begins with creation. It begins as every beginning 
should—it sets the stage for everything that follows. The first chapter of Genesis opens simply yet dramatically 
as we’re introduced to the greatest reality ever to exist—God. In Genesis 1:1, we meet a God who is simply there. It 
doesn’t open up with a long list of arguments for God’s existence because the Bible is His revelation of Himself. It 
simply assumes His existence because He wrote it.


We find out from very early on that God is not dependent on anything or anyone else for His existence. 
Instead, Genesis 1 describes God as Creator of everything—all that exists owes its existence to God alone. Have 
you ever wondered where God came from? The answer is that He has always existed. 


Let’s now turn to the Genesis account to learn more about this creation and how God created 
everything good. 


HIS STORY


GOING FURTHER WITH THE STORY
“This opening verse of the Bible, seven words in the Hebrew, establishes seven key truths 
upon which the rest of the Bible is based. First, God exists. The essential first step in 
pleasing God is recognizing His existence (Heb. 11:6). Second, God existed before there 
was a universe and will exist after the universe perishes (Heb. 1:10-12). Third, God is the 
main character in the Bible. He is the subject of the first verb in the Bible (in fact, He is the 
subject of more verbs than any other character) and performs a wider variety of activities 
than any other being in the Bible. Fourth, as Creator, God has done what no human being 
could ever do; in its active form the Hebrew verb bara’, meaning ‘to create,’ never has a 
human subject. Thus bara’ signifies a work that is uniquely God’s. Fifth, God is mysterious; 
though the Hebrew word for God is plural, the verb form of which ‘God’ is the subject is 
singular. This is perhaps a subtle allusion to God’s Trinitarian nature: He is three divine 
persons in one divine essence. Sixth, God is the Creator of heaven and earth. He doesn’t 
just modify pre-existing matter but calls matter into being out of nothing (Ps. 33:6,9; 
Heb. 11:3). Seventh, God is not dependent on the universe, but the universe is totally 
dependent on God (Heb. 1:3).”1


TIMELINE


CREATION 
The Bible doesn’t 
stamp a specific date 
on the creation event 
in Genesis. It specifies 
that there was a 
beginning, and that 
before this beginning 
the material universe 
did not exist. Whether 
the Bible suggests 
the universe is 
old or young is a 
topic of debate 
among Christians. 


What it does confirm, 
however, is that 
all things, from 
the cosmic to the 
molecular level, have 
been created by Him, 
through Him, and 
for Him.
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To remedy such wandering hearts, God wrote Genesis 1:1 to help His people 
understand that the God of their bedtime stories—the God of their fathers—was 
the very same God who created the world. The God of Israel, not the gods of 
the Canaanites or the Philistines, was the Creator of everything. “For the Lord 
is great and is highly praised; He is feared above all gods. For all the gods of the 
peoples are idols, but the Lord made the heavens” (Ps. 96:4-5).


We are no different than the original audience of the Book of Genesis. Though 
perhaps not tempted to bow down to wooden statues, our hearts are just as likely 
to seek satisfaction in other things besides God. We ask questions like: Is God real? 
Does He love me? Is He worth it?


When we have these questions and struggle to believe in the realness and 
goodness of God, we should recount Genesis 1:1, “In the beginning, God…” When 
there was nothing, there was God, and that ought to create a wonder about Him that 
triumphs over our questions. 


This God who owes His existence to no one and is in need of nothing decided to 
create everything, including you. This truth ought to overwhelm you with a feeling 
of love to such an extent that you’re able to reject any heart idols coming after you.


 


GOD CREATED EVERYTHING GOOD
The next critical point from the creation account is that God created 
everything good. Starting in verse 3 and going all the way through verse 25, 
God declares that each part of His creation is good. (See page 11 in the PSG.)


Good. What does that mean? Why does God call each step of His creation good? 
• Is it morally good? Yes. When God created everything, there was no sin 


in it. 
• Is it beautiful and pleasant to the eyes? Yes. You don’t have to stare at the Grand 


Canyon or a sunset for long to realize that the work of creation is beautiful. 
• Is it usable? Yes. When God created something and called it good, He was 


saying it was doing well at performing its intended purpose and design.


The purpose and design of creation is to declare God’s glory and proclaim the 
work of His hands (Ps. 19:1) and to reveal things about God that are invisible to 
us, such as His eternal power and divine nature (Rom. 1:20). Because of creation, 
we can clearly see and understand these things.
Think about it this way: if someone we had never met walked into the room, 


there would be certain things we could know about him even if he just stood 
silently before us. Without him actually “revealing” himself to us by speaking, we 
could look at him and make some accurate, general statements about him. Based 
on appearances, we might say he is approximately 6 feet tall, 180 pounds, strong, 
has brown hair and brown eyes, athletic, creative, etc. From appearances alone, 
our observations would be general, but still true. 


But for us to really know him—to know his thoughts, character, intentions, and 
will—he would need to speak to us. He would need to tell us his likes/dislikes, his 
family background, his life experiences, etc. In other words, he would need to speak. 


It is quite stunning that we get to see the God of this universe begin the good 
work of revealing Himself. He reveals Himself in His creation, allowing 
humanity to know things about the Creator just by looking at creation—much 
like an artist leaves fingerprints on a work of art. He could have left us with this 
general knowledge. He didn’t have to speak or make Himself known, but He did, 
and He still does. In fact, one of God’s greatest acts of mercy toward the world and 
mankind is that He spoke.


 The Goodness of Creation


In Genesis 1, God repeatedly affirmed that all of His creation was good, even “very good” 
(1:31). It is good, in God’s judgment, because He created it for a purpose that it fulfilled—to 
reflect and display the good character of the Creator. Therefore, sin, evil, and rebellion 
should not be seen as intrinsic to the creation but rather an intrusion into the created 
realm. While the corruption of sin has marred and distorted the creation, it is still good 
in the hands of God and serves His purpose of proclaiming His glory in the world. God’s 
people should affirm and seek to preserve the goodness of God’s creation (2:15).3


TIMELINE


BEARING 
GOD’S IMAGE 
God creates man in 
His image, to reflect 
His likeness.


FALL 
Sin enters the story 
and distorts God’s 
good creation. 


CAIN AND 
ABEL 
The depth of 
humanity’s fall 
is revealed in the 
heinous murder 
between two 
brothers. 


NOAH 
Judgment and 
graciousness are 
found in the flood.


TOWER OF 
BABEL
Humanity’s pride is 
relentless in seeking 
praise for itself; 
but God’s glory will 
never be dethroned.


Creation out of Nothing


The Bible requires us to believe that God created the universe—everything both 
visible and invisible—out of nothing (sometimes said, “creation ex nihilo”). This 
means that before God created anything, nothing else existed except God Himself. 
Nothing in creation is eternal; every created thing has a beginning. Therefore, the 
eternal God rules over all of His creation and He alone is worthy of worship. Denial 
of this doctrine has implications for God’s independence from, sovereignty over, and 
providence in creation. Because God created out of nothing, creation has meaning 
and purpose and points us to the Creator.2


GOING FURTHER WITH THE STORY
Ever since these first six days, creation has been fulfilling its purpose such that 
everyone knows God. In fact, Romans 1 says that there is not a single person who 
doesn’t know God (v. 21). That’s good news, but there is also bad news. 


Romans 1:18 says that even though everyone knows the truth about God, fallen 
humankind suppresses that truth in unrighteousness. No matter how good the 
mountains and the heavens are, no matter how plainly they display the truth about God’s 
glory, humanity will always suppress this knowledge and choose not to glorify God.
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To remedy such wandering hearts, God wrote Genesis 1:1 to help His people 
understand that the God of their bedtime stories—the God of their fathers—was 
the very same God who created the world. The God of Israel, not the gods of 
the Canaanites or the Philistines, was the Creator of everything. “For the Lord 
is great and is highly praised; He is feared above all gods. For all the gods of the 
peoples are idols, but the Lord made the heavens” (Ps. 96:4-5).


We are no different than the original audience of the Book of Genesis. Though 
perhaps not tempted to bow down to wooden statues, our hearts are just as likely 
to seek satisfaction in other things besides God. We ask questions like: Is God real? 
Does He love me? Is He worth it?


When we have these questions and struggle to believe in the realness and 
goodness of God, we should recount Genesis 1:1, “In the beginning, God…” When 
there was nothing, there was God, and that ought to create a wonder about Him that 
triumphs over our questions. 


This God who owes His existence to no one and is in need of nothing decided to 
create everything, including you. This truth ought to overwhelm you with a feeling 
of love to such an extent that you’re able to reject any heart idols coming after you.


 


GOD CREATED EVERYTHING GOOD
The next critical point from the creation account is that God created 
everything good. Starting in verse 3 and going all the way through verse 25, 
God declares that each part of His creation is good. (See page 11 in the PSG.)


Good. What does that mean? Why does God call each step of His creation good? 
• Is it morally good? Yes. When God created everything, there was no sin 


in it. 
• Is it beautiful and pleasant to the eyes? Yes. You don’t have to stare at the Grand 


Canyon or a sunset for long to realize that the work of creation is beautiful. 
• Is it usable? Yes. When God created something and called it good, He was 


saying it was doing well at performing its intended purpose and design.


The purpose and design of creation is to declare God’s glory and proclaim the 
work of His hands (Ps. 19:1) and to reveal things about God that are invisible to 
us, such as His eternal power and divine nature (Rom. 1:20). Because of creation, 
we can clearly see and understand these things.
Think about it this way: if someone we had never met walked into the room, 


there would be certain things we could know about him even if he just stood 
silently before us. Without him actually “revealing” himself to us by speaking, we 
could look at him and make some accurate, general statements about him. Based 
on appearances, we might say he is approximately 6 feet tall, 180 pounds, strong, 
has brown hair and brown eyes, athletic, creative, etc. From appearances alone, 
our observations would be general, but still true. 


But for us to really know him—to know his thoughts, character, intentions, and 
will—he would need to speak to us. He would need to tell us his likes/dislikes, his 
family background, his life experiences, etc. In other words, he would need to speak. 


It is quite stunning that we get to see the God of this universe begin the good 
work of revealing Himself. He reveals Himself in His creation, allowing 
humanity to know things about the Creator just by looking at creation—much 
like an artist leaves fingerprints on a work of art. He could have left us with this 
general knowledge. He didn’t have to speak or make Himself known, but He did, 
and He still does. In fact, one of God’s greatest acts of mercy toward the world and 
mankind is that He spoke.


 The Goodness of Creation


In Genesis 1, God repeatedly affirmed that all of His creation was good, even “very good” 
(1:31). It is good, in God’s judgment, because He created it for a purpose that it fulfilled—to 
reflect and display the good character of the Creator. Therefore, sin, evil, and rebellion 
should not be seen as intrinsic to the creation but rather an intrusion into the created 
realm. While the corruption of sin has marred and distorted the creation, it is still good 
in the hands of God and serves His purpose of proclaiming His glory in the world. God’s 
people should affirm and seek to preserve the goodness of God’s creation (2:15).3


TIMELINE


BEARING 
GOD’S IMAGE 
God creates man in 
His image, to reflect 
His likeness.


FALL 
Sin enters the story 
and distorts God’s 
good creation. 


CAIN AND 
ABEL 
The depth of 
humanity’s fall 
is revealed in the 
heinous murder 
between two 
brothers. 


NOAH 
Judgment and 
graciousness are 
found in the flood.


TOWER OF 
BABEL
Humanity’s pride is 
relentless in seeking 
praise for itself; 
but God’s glory will 
never be dethroned.


Creation out of Nothing


The Bible requires us to believe that God created the universe—everything both 
visible and invisible—out of nothing (sometimes said, “creation ex nihilo”). This 
means that before God created anything, nothing else existed except God Himself. 
Nothing in creation is eternal; every created thing has a beginning. Therefore, the 
eternal God rules over all of His creation and He alone is worthy of worship. Denial 
of this doctrine has implications for God’s independence from, sovereignty over, and 
providence in creation. Because God created out of nothing, creation has meaning 
and purpose and points us to the Creator.2


GOING FURTHER WITH THE STORY
Ever since these first six days, creation has been fulfilling its purpose such that 
everyone knows God. In fact, Romans 1 says that there is not a single person who 
doesn’t know God (v. 21). That’s good news, but there is also bad news. 


Romans 1:18 says that even though everyone knows the truth about God, fallen 
humankind suppresses that truth in unrighteousness. No matter how good the 
mountains and the heavens are, no matter how plainly they display the truth about God’s 
glory, humanity will always suppress this knowledge and choose not to glorify God.
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HOW TO USE


INTRO
The two introductory pages begin with a 
summary that provides a brief overview of 
the session, including a list of Scriptures. The 
main point is also listed here, as well as two 
introductory options to choose from to begin 
the session.


HIS STORY
The five His Story pages contain the main 
teaching material for each session. This section 
follows the storyline of the Bible, focusing 
on what God has done in redemptive history 
throughout the pages of Scripture. The first page 
restates the main point that is to be emphasized 
throughout the session and is followed by an 
overview of the main characters. There is also 
an introductory plot that serves as a transitional 
entryway to the main part of the session that 
begins on the following page. 


In addition to these, there are other things to 
notice throughout the His Story section:


• Personal Study Guide: Any time you see 
a vertical bar in the His Story section, it 
indicates that the material can also be found 
in the student’s personal study guide.


• Timeline: Each session features a 
timeline of events that corresponds to the 
timeline located in the student’s personal 
study guide. 


• Going Further With The Story: Most 
sessions will include at least one of these. They 
contain additional material that allows leaders 
to go deeper into the biblical story. It is up to 
the leader’s discretion whether he or she would 
like to utilize this material in any way. One 
can simply bypass this option, however, and 
not miss anything vital to the session. 
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GROUP QUESTIONS
God’s Story has always been designed to connect with your story. It is because of His Story that 
our stories make sense, have meaning, and carry on into eternity. Use the questions below to 
help think through how His Story connects with your own. 


• When have you experienced the goodness of God’s creation? What was your 
response in that moment? Share with the class a time that this happened to you. 
Maybe while on vacation at the beach, on a visit to a national park, at the birth of your 
child, etc.  


• Why do you think people are astounded when they see places like Yellowstone 
or the Grand Canyon? What do these experiences tell you about God? Places like 
the Grand Canyon have a way of making us feel like there is something much bigger than 
us as we stand in awe of the beauty of creation. The stars and planets declare the glory 
of God, illustrating His power, beauty, creativity, wisdom, compassion, etc. 


• How are these created things good (moral, beautiful, usable)? Students may 
give different answers to how the things that have been mentioned are good. Guide the 
discussion and give affirmation/correction where needed.  


• Why is belief in creation important? What are the implications if God didn’t 
create? There are many implications that follow if there is no Creator. Invite students to 
think through some of the implications. (For example, if God does not exist, then morality 
does not exist either. This would mean that there are no such things as good and evil 
acts, only a world of indifference. It would also mean there is no ultimate meaning to life.)


CHRIST CONNECTION
1 Corinthians 8:5-6 tells us that God not only created everything, but that He 
created everything through His Son:


For even if there are so-called gods, whether in heaven or on earth—
as there are many “gods” and many “lords”—yet for us there is one 
God, the Father. All things are from Him, and we exist for Him. And 
there is one Lord, Jesus Christ. All things are through Him, and we 
exist through Him. (1 Cor. 8:5-6)


In light of this passage, you might reread the creation account and ask, “I see the 
Holy Spirit hovering over the waters in Genesis 1:2, and I see God the Father 
speaking things into existence, but where is the Son?”


John 1:1-3,14 answers: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. All things were created 
through Him, and apart from Him not one thing was created that has been created. ... 
The Word became flesh and took up residence among us. We observed His glory, the 
glory as the One and Only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.” Every time we 
see God speak things into existence, the Son is there. God created everything through 
His Son, and all things exist and hold together because of His Son.


Why is it so important that God created everything through the Son? Because 
through the Son, God gives us special revelation. Creation gives us general 
knowledge about God’s power and nature, but it fails to reveal God’s specific plan 
of redemption and certain things about Him. In order to know those things, God 
would have to reveal Himself personally and tells us those things. According to the 
Bible, this is exactly what God did through the sending of His Son.


There is a place in which these two revelations collide and converge, a place in which 
God can reveal Himself to the world generally and specially. That place is within 
the believer.


As a human being, a believer represents humanity. The creation of humanity 
was set apart as the apex of all of God’s creation (day six holds one more creation of 
God—the focus of session 2). No other creation of God can tell the glory of God 
like a human being because no other creation bears the image of God. The heavens, 
mountains, and oceans are proclaiming the glory of God, but not like we can display 
it. Every single person we see and encounter is, by nature, showing us something of 
God Himself. 


As believers, we carry the greatest light of God’s general revelation, but we also 
bear the light of God’s special revelation. God has commanded to shine in your heart 
the light of the knowledge of His glory in the face of Jesus Christ.


YOUR STORY


HIS STORY
God’s Story of 
Redemption 
through His Son, 
Jesus Christ.


YOUR STORY
Where your story 
meets His.
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HEAD


From the very beginning, we see that God created everything. This means, among other things, that 
the entire cosmos is in His hands. Even in its broken state, He is in control of everything. 


• How does knowledge of God’s sovereignty over all creation influence the way you think 
about your circumstances? This question should  lead students to the conclusion that God is in 
control over all aspects of their lives, influencing the way they approach their circumstances. 


• Why should belief in the sovereignty of God change the way we handle stress and anxiety? 
This question follows the previous one by going a little deeper into how a deeply held belief in 
God’s sovereignty is capable of changing the way one handles emotions and stress. 


HEART


Creation, though corrupted because of sin, was created good. This means that sunsets, waterfalls, 
stars, mountains, oceans, plants, animals, food, relationships, and a billion other things were all 
created good for both God’s glory and our enjoyment. 


• In light of this truth, how should we feel toward creation in general? What are some 
parts of creation you particularly enjoy? Answers to this question will vary, with the goal 
simply being to help students recognize the goodness of creation. 


• Is it possible for our hearts to idolize parts of creation? If so, how? In what ways can we 
avoid this happening to us? Help students recognize that most heart idols are gifts by God that 
have been corrupted by cherishing them more than God Himself. Heart idols can be found in a love 
for nature, relationships, and so forth.


HAND


Making much of Jesus means that we not merely shine God’s glory to those around us with our 
actions, but with our words as well. No matter how many “good” actions people witness from us, 
actions alone will never lead someone to a saving knowledge of God. Think of it this way: trees are 
good, but no matter how long you stare at a tree and observe its beauty, the tree will never be able 
to tell you the gospel. For that, you need words. 


No matter how much we seek to love our neighbors with our actions, if we don’t speak the gospel 
in words to them, we’re no better than trees.


• Read Matthew 28:18-20. How will fulfilling the Great Commission require both action 
and speech? This question helps students understand that both gospel speech and gospel action 
are important in the life of a Christian living on mission. 


• How will this truth challenge you in your conversations with others? Answers to this 
question will vary. 


ADDITIONAL INFO


LEADER PACK
For this session, Item #3 can be used to point out the division of the days of Genesis 1 (two sets of three 
days). The first set of days (Gen. 1:3-13) addresses the creation’s darkness and formlessness. The second set 
of days (Gen. 1:14-25) is where God addresses creation’s emptiness. Overall, it can be a visually helpful way to 
understand the division of the days of Genesis 1. 


SOURCES
1. Robert D. Bergen, HCSB Study Bible (Nashville: B&H, 2010), 7.


2. Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1994), 262-64.


3. Michael F. Bird, Evangelical Theology (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2013), 157-58.


ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
Check out the following additional resources:


• Leader Training Videos
• One Conversations
• Midweek Studies


Additional suggestions for specific groups are available at
GospelProject.com/AdditionalResources


And for free online training on how to lead a group visit
MinistryGrid.com/web/TheGospelProject


YOUR MISSION
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THIS STUDY


• Essential Doctrines: Each session will also 
contain an essential doctrine that directly 
relates to the Bible study material. The 
essential doctrine is also located in the 
student’s personal study guide, though in an 
abbreviated format. 


• Christ Connection: Each session will end 
with a direct look at how the content 
studied connects with Christ, emphasizing 
to students how all of Scripture is pointing 
to Him. The material in the Christ 
Connection will also be provided in the 
student’s personal study guide.


YOUR STORY
The Your Story section is designed to connect 
what God has done in the past to students’ lives 
today by introducing group discussion questions 
that highlight how God’s Story connects with 
their story. There are lead-ins with each question 
in the Leader Guide to help the leader walk 
students through each question.


YOUR MISSION
The Your Mission section is designed to show 
how God’s Story is capable of creating lasting 
transformation into how we think, feel, and 
live from day to day. By doing so, we emphasize 
to students that every session goes beyond 
mere Bible study to a calling to be on mission 
with God. 


ADDITIONAL INFO
The final page of each session points leaders 
to additional resources that can be used in 
conjunction with each study. The resources 
listed, such as teaching tips videos and 
One Conversations, are designed to help 
leaders prepare for each session. There is also 
information about the leader pack posters that 
can be used with each session.
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SESSION ONE


In the Beginning, 
God...


SESSION SUMMARY


Our journey into God’s story revealed in Scripture starts with the opening pages of the Book 
of Genesis. In those pages, we not only see that everything finds its source of origin in the God 
of the Bible, but also that our own story begins here as well. The creation account invites us 
to look back to historical events and recognize that these truths tell us who we are and how 
we are to live in the present age. We not only learn about God, but we learn something about 
ourselves as well. 


SCRIPTURE


Genesis 1:1-25; 1 Corinthians 8:5-6


6     Leader Guide  /  Session 1







THE POINT


In the beginning, God created everything, and He created 
everything good. 


INTRO/STARTER  5-10 MINUTES


Option 1
For this option, discuss with students how every great story has a great beginning. A good 
beginning sets the tone, gives the context, draws you in, and makes you want to know more. 
Take these beginnings from some of the most enduring works of literature:


• “There was a boy called Eustace Clarence Scrubb, and he almost deserved it.” 
–C. S. Lewis, The Voyage of the Dawn Treader


• “It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the 
age of foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it was the epoch of incredulity, it was 
the season of light, it was the season of darkness, it was the spring of hope, it was the 
winter of despair.” –Charles Dickens, A Tale of Two Cities


What if a book exists that hasn’t just endured the test of a hundred years but of thousands? 
There are countless books written by men and women, but what if we had a book authored 
by God Himself? The beginning line would state...


“In the beginning, God…” The Bible opens simply yet dramatically as we’re introduced 
to the greatest reality ever to exist—God. In Genesis 1:1, we meet a God who is 
simply there. 


Option 2
For this option, show the Gospel Project Chronological promotional video located at our 
website: gospelproject.com/additionalresources. Click on Fall 2015; the video is located under 
Session 1. 


After showing the video, discuss the following questions with students before turning to the 
next section of the lesson.


• What did you think was interesting about the video? Why do you think we are 
always drawn to a good story? Why is it important to see our story as part of the 
Bible’s bigger story?
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THE POINT


In the beginning, God created everything, and He created 
everything good. 


CHARACTERS


• The Triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit


PLOT


The grand story of the Bible, the story that we are all a part of, begins with creation. It begins as every beginning 
should—it sets the stage for everything that follows. The first chapter of Genesis opens simply yet dramatically 
as we’re introduced to the greatest reality ever to exist—God. In Genesis 1:1, we meet a God who is simply there. It 
doesn’t open up with a long list of arguments for God’s existence because the Bible is His revelation of Himself. It 
simply assumes His existence because He wrote it.


We find out from very early on that God is not dependent on anything or anyone else for His existence. 
Instead, Genesis 1 describes God as Creator of everything—all that exists owes its existence to God alone. Have 
you ever wondered where God came from? The answer is that He has always existed. 


Let’s now turn to the Genesis account to learn more about this creation and how God created 
everything good. 


HIS STORY   15-20 MINUTES
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GOD CREATED EVERYTHING
How else could you describe the creation of everything unless you’re first introduced 
to Someone who preceded everything? That’s the whole point of Genesis 1:1. The 
God who simply is—who preceded everything and is not dependent on anything—
created all.


In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The earth 
was without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the 
deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.
(Gen. 1:1-2)


The original audience of the Book of Genesis was the ancient Israelites on their 
way to the promised land (a story for a later time). They would not have asked 
some of the questions that pique our interest, such as the age of the earth or 
the science behind the creation. So what, then, was the original purpose for the 
creation account in Genesis?


The Israelites would have wrestled with questions such as Is our God the real 
God? Is He the best God? Is He the most powerful God? Having lived so long among 
the gods of the Egyptians and those of foreign nations, the Israelites struggled to 
believe that their God was the God.


GOING FURTHER WITH THE STORY
“This opening verse of the Bible, seven words in the Hebrew, establishes seven key 
truths upon which the rest of the Bible is based. First, God exists. The essential first 
step in pleasing God is recognizing His existence (Heb. 11:6). Second, God existed 
before there was a universe and will exist after the universe perishes (Heb. 1:10-12). 
Third, God is the main character in the Bible. He is the subject of the first verb in the 
Bible (in fact, He is the subject of more verbs than any other character) and performs 
a wider variety of activities than any other being in the Bible. Fourth, as Creator, God 
has done what no human being could ever do; in its active form the Hebrew verb bara’, 
meaning ‘to create,’ never has a human subject. Thus bara’ signifies a work that is 
uniquely God’s. Fifth, God is mysterious; though the Hebrew word for God is plural, the 
verb form of which ‘God’ is the subject is singular. This is perhaps a subtle allusion to 
God’s Trinitarian nature: He is three divine persons in one divine essence. Sixth, God is 
the Creator of heaven and earth. He doesn’t just modify pre-existing matter but calls 
matter into being out of nothing (Ps. 33:6,9; Heb. 11:3). Seventh, God is not dependent 
on the universe, but the universe is totally dependent on God (Heb. 1:3).”1


TIMELINE


CREATION 
The Bible doesn’t 
stamp a specific date 
on the creation event 
in Genesis. It specifies 
that there was a 
beginning, and that 
before this beginning 
the material universe 
did not exist. Whether 
the Bible suggests 
the universe is 
old or young is a 
topic of debate 
among Christians. 


What it does confirm, 
however, is that all 
things, from the cosmic 
to the molecular level, 
have been created by 
Him, through Him, and 
for Him.


Remember, 
these sections 
are optional and 
can be skipped if 
preferred. 


Remember, every time you see this bar in the 
leader guide, it indicates the same material is 
also found in the personal study guide as well.
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To remedy such wandering hearts, God wrote Genesis 1:1 to help His people 
understand that the God of their bedtime stories—the God of their fathers—was 
the very same God who created the world. The God of Israel, not the gods of the 
Canaanites or the Philistines, was the Creator of everything. “For great is the 
Lord, and greatly to be praised; he is to be feared above all gods. For all the gods 
of the peoples are worthless idols, but the Lord made the heavens” (Ps. 96:4-5).


We are no different than the original audience of the Book of Genesis. Though 
perhaps not tempted to bow down to wooden statues, our hearts are just as likely to 
seek satisfaction in other things besides God. We ask questions like: Is God real? Does 
He love me? Is He worth it?


When we have these questions and struggle to believe in the realness and 
goodness of God, we should recount Genesis 1:1, “In the beginning, God…” When 
there was nothing, there was God, and that ought to create a wonder about Him that 
triumphs over our questions. 


This God who owes His existence to no one and is in need of nothing decided to 
create everything, including you. This truth ought to overwhelm you with a feeling 
of love to such an extent that you’re able to reject any heart idols coming after you.


 


GOD CREATED EVERYTHING GOOD
The next critical point from the creation account is that God created 
everything good. Starting in verse 3 and going all the way through verse 25, 
God declares that each part of His creation is good. (See page 11 in the PSG.)


Good. What does that mean? Why does God call each step of His creation good? 
• Is it morally good? Yes. When God created everything, there was no sin 


in it. 
• Is it beautiful and pleasant to the eyes? Yes. You don’t have to stare at the Grand 


Canyon or a sunset for long to realize that the work of creation is beautiful. 
• Is it usable? Yes. When God created something and called it good, He was 


saying it was doing well at performing its intended purpose and design.


Creation out of Nothing


The Bible requires us to believe that God created the universe—everything both 
visible and invisible—out of nothing (sometimes said, “creation ex nihilo”). This 
means that before God created anything, nothing else existed except God Himself. 
Nothing in creation is eternal; every created thing has a beginning. Therefore, the 
eternal God rules over all of His creation and He alone is worthy of worship. Denial 
of this doctrine has implications for God’s independence from, sovereignty over, and 
providence in creation. Because God created out of nothing, creation has meaning 
and purpose and points us to the Creator.2


Don’t forget 
to mention the 
99 Essential 
Doctrines 
throughout your 
studies. There is 
an abbreviated 
form of each 
doctrine in 
the personal 
study guide. 


Whenever you 
see PSG page 
numbers listed, 
it indicates that 
there is a section 
in the personal 
study guide 
for students to 
interact with.
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The purpose and design of creation is to declare God’s glory and proclaim the 
work of His hands (Ps. 19:1) and to reveal things about God that are invisible to 
us, such as His eternal power and divine nature (Rom. 1:20). Because of creation, 
we can clearly see and understand these things.


Think about it this way: if someone we had never met walked into the room, there 
would be certain things we could know about him even if he just stood silently 
before us. Without him actually “revealing” himself to us by speaking, we could 
look at him and make some accurate, general statements about him. Based on 
appearances, we might say he is approximately 6 feet tall, 180 pounds, strong, has 
brown hair and brown eyes, athletic, creative, etc. From appearances alone, our 
observations would be general, but still true. 


But for us to really know him—to know his thoughts, character, intentions, and 
will—he would need to speak to us. He would need to tell us his likes/dislikes, his 
family background, his life experiences, etc. In other words, he would need to speak. 


It is quite stunning that we get to see the God of this universe begin the good 
work of revealing Himself. He reveals Himself in His creation, allowing 
humanity to know things about the Creator just by looking at creation—much 
like an artist leaves fingerprints on a work of art. He could have left us with this 
general knowledge. He didn’t have to speak or make Himself known, but He did, 
and He still does. In fact, one of God’s greatest acts of mercy toward the world and 
mankind is that He spoke.


 The Goodness of Creation


In Genesis 1, God repeatedly affirmed that all of His creation was good, even “very good” 
(1:31). It is good, in God’s judgment, because He created it for a purpose that it fulfilled—to 
reflect and display the good character of the Creator. Therefore, sin, evil, and rebellion 
should not be seen as intrinsic to the creation but rather an intrusion into the created 
realm. While the corruption of sin has marred and distorted the creation, it is still good 
in the hands of God and serves His purpose of proclaiming His glory in the world. God’s 
people should affirm and seek to preserve the goodness of God’s creation (2:15).3


TIMELINE


BEARING 
GOD’S IMAGE 
God creates man in 
His image, to reflect 
His likeness.


FALL 
Sin enters the story 
and distorts God’s 
good creation. 


CAIN AND 
ABEL 
The depth of 
humanity’s fall 
is revealed in the 
heinous murder 
between two 
brothers. 


NOAH 
Judgment and 
graciousness are 
found in the flood.


TOWER OF 
BABEL
Humanity’s pride is 
relentless in seeking 
praise for itself; 
but God’s glory will 
never be dethroned.


GOING FURTHER WITH THE STORY
Ever since these first six days, creation has been fulfilling its purpose such that 
everyone knows God. In fact, Romans 1 says that there is not a single person who 
doesn’t know God (v. 21). That’s good news, but there is also bad news. 


Romans 1:18 says that even though everyone knows the truth about God, fallen 
humankind suppresses that truth in unrighteousness. No matter how good the 
mountains and the heavens are, no matter how plainly they display the truth about God’s 
glory, humanity will always suppress this knowledge and choose not to glorify God.
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CHRIST CONNECTION
1 Corinthians 8:5-6 tells us that God not only created everything, but that He 
created everything through His Son:


For although there may be so-called gods in heaven or on earth—as 
indeed there are many “gods” and many “lords”—yet for us there 
is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we 
exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and 
through whom we exist. (1 Cor. 8:5-6)


In light of this passage, you might reread the creation account and ask, “I see the 
Holy Spirit hovering over the waters in Genesis 1:2, and I see God the Father 
speaking things into existence, but where is the Son?”


John 1:1-3,14 answers: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made 
through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. … And the 
Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the 
only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.” Every time we see God speak things 
into existence, the Son is there. God created everything through His Son, and all things 
exist and hold together because of His Son.


Why is it so important that God created everything through the Son? Because 
through the Son, God gives us special revelation. Creation gives us general 
knowledge about God’s power and nature, but it fails to reveal God’s specific plan 
of redemption and certain things about Him. In order to know those things, God 
would have to reveal Himself personally. According to the Bible, this is exactly 
what God did through the sending of His Son.


There is a place in which these two revelations collide and converge, a place in which 
God can reveal Himself to the world generally and specially. That place is within 
the believer.


As a human being, a believer represents humanity. The creation of humanity 
was set apart as the apex of all of God’s creation (day six holds one more creation of 
God—the focus of session 2). No other creation of God can tell the glory of God 
like a human being because no other creation bears the image of God. The heavens, 
mountains, and oceans are proclaiming the glory of God, but not like we can display 
it. Every single person we see and encounter is, by nature, showing us something of 
God Himself. 


As believers, we carry the greatest light of God’s general revelation, but we also 
bear the light of God’s special revelation. God has commanded to shine in your heart 
the light of the knowledge of His glory in the face of Jesus Christ.
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GROUP QUESTIONS
God’s Story has always been designed to connect with your story. It is because of His Story that 
our stories make sense, have meaning, and carry on into eternity. Use the questions below to 
help think through how His Story connects with your own. 


• When have you experienced the goodness of God’s creation? What was your 
response in that moment? Share with the class a time that this happened to you. 
Maybe while on vacation at the beach, on a visit to a national park, at the birth of your 
child, etc.  


• Why do you think people are astounded when they see places like Yellowstone 
or the Grand Canyon? What do these experiences tell you about God? Places like 
the Grand Canyon have a way of making us feel like there is something much bigger than 
us as we stand in awe of the beauty of creation. The stars and planets declare the glory 
of God, illustrating His power, beauty, creativity, wisdom, compassion, etc. 


• How are these created things good (moral, beautiful, usable)? Students may 
give different answers to how the things that have been mentioned are good. Guide the 
discussion and give affirmation/correction where needed.  


• Why is belief in creation important? What are the implications if God didn’t 
create? There are many implications that follow if there is no Creator. Invite students to 
think through some of the implications. (For example, if God does not exist, then morality 
does not exist either. This would mean that there are no such things as good and evil 
acts, only a world of indifference. It would also mean there is no ultimate meaning to life.)


YOUR STORY   10-15 MINUTES


HIS STORY
God’s Story of 
Redemption 
through His Son, 
Jesus Christ.


YOUR STORY
Where your story 
meets His.
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HEAD


From the very beginning, we see that God created everything. This means, among other things, that 
the entire cosmos is in His hands. Even in its broken state, He is in control of everything. 


• How does knowledge of God’s sovereignty over all creation influence the way you think 
about your circumstances? This question should  lead students to the conclusion that God is in 
control over all aspects of their lives, influencing the way they approach their circumstances. 


• Why should belief in the sovereignty of God change the way we handle stress and anxiety? 
This question follows the previous one by going a little further into how a deeply held belief in 
God’s sovereignty is capable of changing the way one handles emotions and stress. 


HEART


Creation, though corrupted because of sin, was created good. This means that sunsets, waterfalls, 
stars, mountains, oceans, plants, animals, food, relationships, and a billion other things were all 
created good for both God’s glory and our enjoyment. 


• In light of this truth, how should we feel toward creation in general? What are some 
parts of creation you particularly enjoy? Answers to this question will vary, with the goal 
simply being to help students recognize the goodness of creation. 


• Is it possible for our hearts to idolize parts of creation? If so, how? In what ways can we 
avoid this happening to us? Help students recognize that most heart idols are gifts from God 
that we have corrupted by cherishing them more than God Himself. Heart idols can be found in a 
love for nature, relationships, and so forth.


HANDS


Making much of Jesus means that we not merely shine God’s glory to those around us with our 
actions, but with our words as well. No matter how many “good” actions people witness from us, 
actions alone will never lead someone to a saving knowledge of God. Think of it this way: trees are 
good, but no matter how long you stare at a tree and observe its beauty, the tree will never be able 
to tell you the gospel. For that, you need words. 


No matter how much we seek to love our neighbors with our actions, if we don’t speak the gospel 
in words to them, we’re no better than trees.


• Read Matthew 28:18-20. How will fulfilling the Great Commission require both action 
and speech? This question helps students understand that both gospel speech and gospel action 
are important in the life of a Christian living on mission. 


• How will this truth challenge you in your conversations with others? Answers to this 
question will vary. 


YOUR MISSION   10-15 MINUTES
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ADDITIONAL INFO


LEADER PACK
For this session, point out item #2 to the students. Item #2 portrays several key Old Testament figures that 
students will come into contact with as they move through the Book of Genesis. 


SOURCES
1. Robert D. Bergen, HCSB Study Bible (Nashville: B&H, 2010), 7.


2. Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1994), 262-64.


3. Michael F. Bird, Evangelical Theology (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2013), 157-58.


ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
Check out the following additional resources:


• Leader Training Videos
• One Conversations
• Midweek Studies
• Circular Timeline Poster
• App (for both leader and student)


Additional suggestions for specific groups are available at
GospelProject.com/AdditionalResources


And for free online training on how to lead a group visit
MinistryGrid.com/web/TheGospelProject


Don’t forget to check out these additional 
resources to help equip you for each session.
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Essential Doctrine: God Is Transcendent
God’s transcendence refers to the fact that He is distinct from and independent of His created world. He is transcendent over us in 
regard to His greatness and power as well as His goodness and purity. The implication of this doctrine is that God is inherently superior 
to humanity; His thoughts and ways are higher than ours (Isa. 55:8-9). When God saves us, He restores us so we can fulfill our human 
purpose; this does not mean that we become God or that distinctions between God and humanity are obliterated. 


Scripture: Psalm 106:1-5; Isaiah 55:8-9; Jeremiah 32:17; Matthew 19:26; Romans 8:28


MIDWEEK EVENT
THE STORY BEGINS // SESSION 6 // THE CREATOR SLOWS THE SPREAD OF EVIL


This midweek study will explore why it’s important for students to recognize how God is distinct from and independent of His created world. 
Use the following outline, activity, playlist, and video ideas to lead a midweek event for your students.


1  God’s power is supremely above ours.  
(Jer. 32:17; Matt. 19:26)


God is infinite in power. The term “omnipotence” combines 
two words: “omni,”meaning “all,” and “potens,” meaning 
powerful, thus when used in reference to God, we mean to say 
that He is all powerful, and that His power is supremely above 
all earthly powers. Jesus Christ affirmed this all throughout His 
ministry, such as when He said “with God all things are possible” 
(Matt. 19:26). 


2   God’s goodness is supremely above ours.  
(Ps. 106:1-5)


When we say “God is good,” we mean that everything God is 
and does is worthy of approval, and that He Himself is the final 
standard of determining what is worthy of approval. From the 
very beginning, Scripture has affirmed this understanding of His 
goodness (Gen. 1:31). This goodness is rooted in God’s character, 
and His good character leads Him to purpose good toward others 
and to act in accordance with His goodness. 


3   God’s thoughts and plans are supremely  
above ours. (Isa. 55:8-9; Rom. 8:28)


Because God knows all things past, present, and future, knowing 
the end from the beginning, we are encouraged to hold on to the 
truth that the things in our lives do not go unnoticed by Him, 
and that He will sovereignly work for the good of those who love 
Him and are called according to His purpose (Rom. 8). While 
our vision sometimes seems narrowly focused, God sees and 
understands the big picture, having thoughts and plans that are 
supremely above our own. 


Opening Activity


Provide an envelope for each student. Inside each envelope, place 
a note card with the name of another student in the room and 
distribute the envelopes to students. Should a student accidentally 
receive their own name, guide them to switch with another 
student. Lead each student to write on the back of the note card 
what he or she would buy if they could get that person anything 
in the world. Instruct students to put the note card back in the 
envelope and give their “gift” to the person on their note card. 


Briefly discuss with students what they received. Did you like 
the gift that was given to you? Why or why not? In what ways 
does your gift reflect how well the giver knows you? What does 
the gift you received say about the person who gave it to you?


Point out that God knows what we need better than anyone, 
and His goodness can be seen in the love and plans He has for us.


Worship/Playlist Ideas


 Y “ It Is Well” by Bethel Music 
(You Make Me Brave, 2014)


 Y “ Already There” by Casting Crowns 
(Come To the Well, Provident, 2011)


 Y “ No Other Name” by Hillsong Worship 
(No Other Name, Hillsong Church, 2014)


 Y “ Indescribable” by Chris Tomlin 
(Arriving, Sparrow/sixstepsrecords, 2004)


 Y “ How Can It Be” by Lauren Daigle 
(How Can It Be, Centricity Music, 2015)


Video Idea(s)


 Y “More Coke” SkitGuys.com







1  God’s power is supremely above ours.  
(Jer. 32:17; Matt. 19:26)


Option: Separate students into groups and challenge each group 
to list as many superheroes as they can. Award a small prize to 
the team that lists the most, then ask: Who is the most powerful 
superhero? Where did their power come from?


Share the following Merriam-Webster definition of 
“omnipotence”: almighty; having virtually unlimited 
authority or influence.


 Y Do you consider superheroes to be “all-powerful”? Why or 
why not?
God is more powerful than the most powerful superhero. By 
saying that God is omnipotent, we are declaring that He is all-
powerful and that His power is supremely above all earthly powers. 


 Y What are some examples of God’s power in Scripture? 
 Y When have you felt like you had a problem that was too 


difficult for God to handle? How can focusing on God’s 
greatness help you put your problems in perspective?
Emphasize that Jesus Christ affirmed God’s greatness all 
throughout His ministry, such as when He said “with God all 
things are possible” (Matt. 19:26). 


2   God’s goodness is supremely above ours.  
(Ps. 106:1-5)


 Y What would you say are your defining qualities? Would “good” 
be on the list? Explain.


Read Psalm 106:1-5.
 Y For what did the psalmist praise God?


The psalmist praised God for His incomparable goodness, 
loyal love, and power. (The Bible Knowledge Commentary) 


 Y What do we mean when we say that God is good (v. 1)?
When we say “God is good,” we mean that everything God 
is and does is worthy of approval and that He Himself is the 
final standard of determining what is worthy of approval. 
From the very beginning, Scripture has affirmed this 
understanding of His goodness. (See Gen. 1:31.) 


MIDWEEK DISCUSSION
THE STORY BEGINS // SESSION 6 // THE CREATOR SLOWS THE SPREAD OF EVIL


This midweek study will explore why it’s important for students to recognize how God is distinct from and independent of His created world. Use the following 
main points, Scriptures, teaching/discussion ideas, and questions to help students gain a better understanding of the essential doctrine for this session.


 Y Does it bring you comfort to know that God’s character is 
good? Explain.


 Y How would your life be different if you strived to make God’s 
standard of goodness one of your defining qualities?


3   God’s thoughts and plans are supremely  
above ours. (Isa. 55:8-9; Rom. 8:28)


Discuss some of the different ways people use Siri.
 Y Is the information Siri has access to infinite? Explain.


Read Isaiah 55:8-9.
Siri knows some things, but God knows all things.


 Y If God is higher than us, why do you think people keep trying 
to figure Him out?
We make God after our own image and conclude that He 
thinks and acts just as we do, and we are wrong. (Bible 
Exposition Commentary)


 Y If God knows everything, then why doesn’t He share that 
information with us?


Read Romans 8:28.
You may not understand what God is doing, but you can trust 
His purpose. Because God knows all things past, present, 
and future, knowing the end from the beginning, we are 
encouraged to hold on to the truth that the things in our lives 
do not go unnoticed by Him and that He will sovereignly 
work for the good of those who love Him and are called 
according to His purpose. While our vision sometimes seems 
narrowly focused, God sees and understands the big picture, 
having thoughts and plans that are supremely above our own. 


WRAP IT UP


 Y What are some distractions that can keep us from recognizing 
God’s power and goodness in the world today?


 Y How does knowing that everything about God is superior to 
humanity help you to trust His purpose for your life?


Essential Doctrine: God is transcendent
God’s transcendence refers to the fact that He is distinct from and independent of His created world. He is transcendent over us in 
regards to His greatness and power as well as His goodness and purity. The implication of this doctrine is that God is inherently superior 
to humanity; His thoughts and ways are higher than ours (Isa. 55:8-9). When God saves us, He restores us so we can fulfill our human 
purpose; this does not mean that we become God or that distinctions between God and humanity are obliterated. 






SESSION 1

In the Beginning, God…



Session summary

Our journey into God’s story revealed in Scripture starts with the opening pages of the Book of Genesis. In those pages, we not only see that everything finds its source of origin in the God of the Bible, but also that our own story begins here as well. The creation account invites us to look back to historical events and recognize that these truths tell us who we are and how we are to live in the present age. We not only learn about God, but we learn something about ourselves as well. 



Scripture

Genesis 1:1-25; 1 Corinthians 8:5-6



The Point

In the beginning, God created everything, and He created everything good. 





INTRO/STARTER  5-10 minutes

Option 1

For this option, discuss with students how every great story has a great beginning. A good beginning sets the tone, gives the context, draws you in, and makes you want to know more. Take these beginnings from some of the most enduring works of literature:



“There was a boy called Eustace Clarence Scrubb, and he almost deserved it.” –C. S. Lewis, The Voyage of the Dawn Treader



“It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the age of foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it was the epoch of incredulity, it was the season of light, it was the season of darkness, it was the spring of hope, it was the winter of despair.” –Charles Dickens, A Tale of Two Cities



What if a book exists that hasn’t just endured the test of a hundred years but of thousands? There are countless books written by men and women, but what if we had a book authored by God Himself? The beginning line would state... “In the beginning, God…” The Bible opens simply yet dramatically as we’re introduced to the greatest reality ever to exist—God. In Genesis 1:1, we meet a God who is simply there. 





Option 2

For this option, show the Gospel Project Chronological promotional video located at our website: gospelproject.com/additionalresources. Click on Fall 2015; the video is located under Session 1. 

After showing the video, discuss the following questions with students before turning to the next section of the lesson.



What did you think was interesting about the video? Why do you think we are always drawn to a good story? Why is it important to see our story as part of the Bible’s bigger story?





HIS STORY   15-20 minutes

The Point

In the beginning, God created everything, and He created everything good. 



Characters

The Triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit



Plot

The grand story of the Bible, the story that we are all a part of, begins with creation. It begins as every beginning should—it sets the stage for everything that follows. The first chapter of Genesis opens simply yet dramatically as we’re introduced to the greatest reality ever to exist—God. In Genesis 1:1, we meet a God who is simply there. It doesn’t open up with a long list of arguments for God’s existence because the Bible is His revelation of Himself. It simply assumes His existence because He wrote it.



We find out from very early on that God is not dependent on anything or anyone else for His existence. Instead, Genesis 1 describes God as Creator of everything—all that exists owes its existence to God alone. Have you ever wondered where God came from? The answer is that He has always existed. 



Let’s now turn to the Genesis account to learn more about this creation and how God created everything good.





GOD CREATED EVERYTHING

How else could you describe the creation of everything unless you’re first introduced to Someone who preceded everything? That’s the whole point of Genesis 1:1. The God who simply is—who preceded everything and is not dependent on anything—created all.



In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. (Gen. 1:1-2)



The original audience of the Book of Genesis was the ancient Israelites on their way to the promised land (a story for a later time). They would not have asked some of the questions that pique our interest, such as the age of the earth or the science behind the creation. So what, then, was the original purpose for the creation account in Genesis?



The Israelites would have wrestled with questions such as Is our God the real God? Is He the best God? Is He the most powerful God? Having lived so long among the gods of the Egyptians and those of foreign nations, the Israelites struggled to believe that their God was the God.



To remedy such wandering hearts, God wrote Genesis 1:1 to help His people understand that the God of their bedtime stories—the God of their fathers—was the very same God who created the world. The God of Israel, not the gods of the Canaanites or the Philistines, was the Creator of everything. “For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; he is to be feared above all gods. For all the gods of the peoples are worthless idols, but the Lord made the heavens.” (Ps. 96:4-5).



We are no different than the original audience of the Book of Genesis. Though perhaps not tempted to bow down to wooden statues, our hearts are just as likely to seek satisfaction in other things besides God. We ask questions like: Is God real? Does He love me? Is He worth it?



When we have these questions and struggle to believe in the realness and goodness of God, we should recount Genesis 1:1, “In the beginning, God…” When there was nothing, there was God, and that ought to create a wonder about Him that triumphs over our questions. 



This God who owes His existence to no one and is in need of nothing decided to create everything, including you. This truth ought to overwhelm you with a feeling of love to such an extent that you’re able to reject any heart idols coming after you.



Going Further With the Story

“This opening verse of the Bible, seven words in the Hebrew, establishes seven key truths upon which the rest of the Bible is based. First, God exists. The essential first step in pleasing God is recognizing His existence (Heb. 11:6). Second, God existed before there was a universe and will exist after the universe perishes (Heb. 1:10-12). Third, God is the main character in the Bible. He is the subject of the first verb in the Bible (in fact, He is the subject of more verbs than any other character) and performs a wider variety of activities than any other being in the Bible. Fourth, as Creator, God has done what no human being could ever do; in its active form the Hebrew verb bara’, meaning ‘to create,’ never has a human subject. Thus bara’ signifies a work that is uniquely God’s. Fifth, God is mysterious; though the Hebrew word for God is plural, the verb form of which ‘God’ is the subject is singular. This is perhaps a subtle allusion to God’s Trinitarian nature: He is three divine persons in one divine essence. Sixth, God is the Creator of heaven and earth. He doesn’t just modify pre-existing matter but calls matter into being out of nothing (Ps. 33:6,9; Heb. 11:3). Seventh, God is not dependent on the universe, but the universe is totally dependent on God (Heb. 1:3).”1



99 Essential Doctrines: Creation Out of Nothing

The Bible requires us to believe that God created the universe—everything both visible and invisible—out of nothing (sometimes said, “creation ex nihilo”). This means that before God created anything, nothing else existed except God Himself. Nothing in creation is eternal; every created thing has a beginning. Therefore, the eternal God rules over all of His creation and He alone is worthy of worship. Denial of this doctrine has implications for God’s independence from, sovereignty over, and providence in creation. Because God created out of nothing, creation has meaning and purpose and points us to the Creator.2





GOD CREATED EVERYTHING GOOD

The next critical point from the creation account is that God created everything good. Starting in verse 3 and going all the way through verse 25, God declares that each part of His creation is good. (See page 11 in the PSG.)



Good. What does that mean? Why does God call each step of His creation good? 



Is it morally good? Yes. When God created everything, there was no sin in it. 



Is it beautiful and pleasant to the eyes? Yes. You don’t have to stare at the Grand Canyon or a sunset for long to realize that the work of creation is beautiful. 



Is it usable? Yes. When God created something and called it good, He was saying it was doing well at performing its intended purpose and design.



The purpose and design of creation is to declare God’s glory and proclaim the work of His hands (Ps. 19:1) and to reveal things about God that are invisible to us, such as His eternal power and divine nature (Rom. 1:20). Because of creation, we can clearly see and understand these things.



Think about it this way: if someone we had never met walked into the room, there would be certain things we could know about him even if he just stood silently before us. Without him actually “revealing” himself to us by speaking, we could look at him and make some accurate, general statements about him. Based on appearances, we might say he is approximately 6 feet tall, 180 pounds, strong, has brown hair and brown eyes, athletic, creative, etc. From appearances alone, our observations would be general, but still true. 



But for us to really know him—to know his thoughts, character, intentions, and will—he would need to speak to us. He would need to tell us his likes/dislikes, his family background, his life experiences, etc. In other words, he would need to speak. 



It is quite stunning that we get to see the God of this universe begin the good work of revealing Himself. He reveals Himself in His creation, allowing humanity to know things about the Creator just by looking at creation—much like an artist leaves fingerprints on a work of art. He could have left us with this general knowledge. He didn’t have to speak or make Himself known, but He did, and He still does. In fact, one of God’s greatest acts of mercy toward the world and mankind is that He spoke.



Going Further With the Story

Ever since these first six days, creation has been fulfilling its purpose such that everyone knows God. In fact, Romans 1 says that there is not a single person who doesn’t know God (v. 21). That’s good news, but there is also bad news. 



Romans 1:18 says that even though everyone knows the truth about God, fallen humankind suppresses that truth in unrighteousness. No matter how good the mountains and the heavens are, no matter how plainly they display the truth about God’s glory, humanity will always suppress this knowledge and choose not to glorify God.



99 Essential Doctrines: The Goodness of Creation

In Genesis 1, God repeatedly affirmed that all of His creation was good, even “very good” (1:31). It is good, in God’s judgment, because He created it for a purpose that it fulfilled—to reflect and display the good character of the Creator. Therefore, sin, evil, and rebellion should not be seen as intrinsic to the creation but rather an intrusion into the created realm. While the corruption of sin has marred and distorted the creation, it is still good in the hands of God and serves His purpose of proclaiming His glory in the world. God’s people should affirm and seek to preserve the goodness of God’s creation (2:15).3





CHRIST CONNECTION

1 Corinthians 8:5-6 tells us that God not only created everything, but that He created everything through His Son:



For although there may be so-called gods in heaven or on earth—as indeed there are many “gods” and many “lords”— yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist. (1 Cor. 8:5-6)



In light of this passage, you might reread the creation account and ask, “I see the Holy Spirit hovering over the waters in Genesis 1:2, and I see God the Father speaking things into existence, but where is the Son?”



John 1:1-3,14 answers: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. … And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.” Every time we see God speak things into existence, the Son is there. God created everything through His Son, and all things exist and hold together because of His Son.



Why is it so important that God created everything through the Son? Because through the Son, God gives us special revelation. Creation gives us general knowledge about God’s power and nature, but it fails to reveal God’s specific plan of redemption and certain things about Him. In order to know those things, God would have to reveal Himself personally. According to the Bible, this is exactly what God did through the sending of His Son.



There is a place in which these two revelations collide and converge, a place in which God can reveal Himself to the world generally and specially. That place is within the believer.



As a human being, a believer represents humanity. The creation of humanity was set apart as the apex of all of God’s creation (day six holds one more creation of God—the focus of session 2). No other creation of God can tell the glory of God like a human being because no other creation bears the image of God. The heavens, mountains, and oceans are proclaiming the glory of God, but not like we can display it. Every single person we see and encounter is, by nature, showing us something of God Himself. 



As believers, we carry the greatest light of God’s general revelation, but we also bear the light of God’s special revelation. God has commanded to shine in your heart the light of the knowledge of His glory in the face of Jesus Christ.





YOUR STORY   10-15 minutes

Group Questions

God’s Story has always been designed to connect with your story. It is because of His Story that our stories make sense, have meaning, and carry on into eternity. Use the questions below to help think through how His Story connects with your own. 



When have you experienced the goodness of God’s creation? What was your response in that moment? Share with the class a time that this happened to you. Maybe while on vacation at the beach, on a visit to a national park, at the birth of your child, etc.  



Why do you think people are astounded when they see places like Yellowstone or the Grand Canyon? What do these experiences tell you about God? Places like the Grand Canyon have a way of making us feel like there is something much bigger than us as we stand in awe of the beauty of creation. The stars and planets declare the glory of God, illustrating His power, beauty, creativity, wisdom, compassion, etc. 

How are these created things good (moral, beautiful, usable)? Students may give different answers to how the things that have been mentioned are good. Guide the discussion and give affirmation/correction where needed.  



Why is belief in creation important? What are the implications if God didn’t create? There are many implications that follow if there is no Creator. Invite students to think through some of the implications. (For example, if God does not exist, then morality does not exist either. This would mean that there are no such things as good and evil acts, only a world of indifference. It would also mean there is no ultimate meaning to life.)





YOUR MISSION   10-15 minutes

Head

From the very beginning, we see that God created everything. This means, among other things, that the entire cosmos is in His hands. Even in its broken state, He is in control of everything. 



How does knowledge of God’s sovereignty over all creation influence the way you think about your circumstances? This question should  lead students to the conclusion that God is in control over all aspects of their lives, influencing the way they approach their circumstances. 



Why should belief in the sovereignty of God change the way we handle stress and anxiety? This question follows the previous one by going a little further into how a deeply held belief in God’s sovereignty is capable of changing the way one handles emotions and stress. 



Heart

Creation, though corrupted because of sin, was created good. This means that sunsets, waterfalls, stars, mountains, oceans, plants, animals, food, relationships, and a billion other things were all created good for both God’s glory and our enjoyment. 



In light of this truth, how should we feel toward creation in general? What are some parts of creation you particularly enjoy? Answers to this question will vary, with the goal simply being to help students recognize the goodness of creation. 



Is it possible for our hearts to idolize parts of creation? If so, how? In what ways can we avoid this happening to us? Help students recognize that most heart idols are gifts from God that we have corrupted by cherishing them more than God Himself. Heart idols can be found in a love for nature, relationships, and so forth.



Hands

Making much of Jesus means that we not merely shine God’s glory to those around us with our actions, but with our words as well. No matter how many “good” actions people witness from us, actions alone will never lead someone to a saving knowledge of God. Think of it this way: trees are good, but no matter how long you stare at a tree and observe its beauty, the tree will never be able to tell you the gospel. For that, you need words. No matter how much we seek to love our neighbors with our actions, if we don’t speak the gospel in words to them, we’re no better than trees.



Read Matthew 28:18-20. How will fulfilling the Great Commission require both action and speech? This question helps students understand that both gospel speech and gospel action are important in the life of a Christian living on mission. 



How will this truth challenge you in your conversations with others? Answers to this question will vary.





TIMELINE

Creation 

The Bible doesn’t stamp a specific date on the creation event in Genesis. It specifies that there was a beginning, and that before this beginning the material universe did not exist. Whether the Bible suggests the universe is old or young is a topic of debate among Christians. 



What it does confirm, however, is that all things, from the cosmic to the molecular level, have been created by Him, through Him, and for Him.



Bearing God’s Image 

God creates man in His image, to reflect His likeness.



Fall 

Sin enters the story and distorts God’s good creation. 



Cain and Abel 

The depth of humanity’s fall is revealed in the heinous murder between two brothers. 



Noah 

Judgment and graciousness are found in the flood.



Tower of Babel

Humanity’s pride is relentless in seeking praise for itself; but God’s glory will never be dethroned.





ADDITIONAL INFO

Leader Pack

For this session, point out item #2 to the students. Item #2 portrays several key Old Testament figures that students will come into contact with as they move through the Book of Genesis. 



Sources

Robert D. Bergen, HCSB Study Bible (Nashville: B&H, 2010), 7.

Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1994), 262-64.

Michael F. Bird, Evangelical Theology (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2013), 157-58.



Additional Resources

Check out the following additional resources:

Leader Training Videos

One Conversations

Midweek Studies

Circular Timeline Poster

App (for both leader and student)



Additional suggestions for specific groups are available at GospelProject.com/AdditionalResources

And for free online training on how to lead a group visit MinistryGrid.com/web/TheGospelProject






SESSION FOUR


The Spread of Sin


SCRIPTURE
Genesis 4:1-16,25-26


THE POINT
Sin spreads throughout the hearts and actions of people.


CHARACTERS
• The Triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
• Cain: first son born to Adam and Eve
• Abel: second son born to Adam and Eve


PLOT
In the previous session we saw how everything good God created in Genesis 1-2 was affected 
by the sinful choice of Adam and Eve. Instead of believing God’s Word and living under 
God’s rule, they disobeyed and turned from God. Yet even in the midst of this loss and 
despair, hope would be given in the promise of God to the man and the woman—the promise 
of One to come who would restore that which was lost and crush the head of the serpent.


Though Genesis 3 ended with the banishment of Adam and Eve, Genesis 4 opens with 
hope: Eve gives birth to two children and gives credit to “the Lords’s help.” God has started 
to fulfill His promise to give Even a son who would defeat the serpent. And the hope that 
this promise would be fulfilled was all the more pressing as we see sin spread like cancer 
through the first family of the human race. 
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HIS STORY


CAIN AND ABEL
The depth of humanity’s fall is 
revealed in the heinous murder 
between two brothers.


NOAH
Judgment and graciousness 
are found in the flood.


SIN BEGINS WITH THE HEART
In this passage, we see that sin is not something that can be contained. It’s not a disease that 
stayed only in the heart of Adam and Eve; it was passed on. The lie that slithered into the hearts 
of Adam and Eve slithered into the hearts of their children.


We see the spread of sin in the story of Cain’s jealousy. Both sons offered sacrifices to God 
from their respective areas of work—Cain gave produce and Abel gave some of his flock—but 
God only accepted the sacrifice of Abel. Why? We find the answer in Hebrews 11:4: “By faith 
Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through which he was commended 
as righteous, God commending him by accepting his gifts.”


Genesis 4:1-5
Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, saying, “I have gotten 
a man with the help of the Lord.” And again, she bore his brother Abel. Now Abel was a 
keeper of sheep, and Cain a worker of the ground. In the course of time Cain brought to 
the Lord an offering of the fruit of the ground, and Abel also brought of the firstborn of his 
flock and of their fat portions. And the Lord had regard for Abel and his offering, but for 
Cain and his offering he had no regard. So Cain was very angry, and his face fell.


List a number of sinful actions, and then identify the sinful desires that precede them. Why is it 
important to consider sinful desires of the heart, not just sinful actions, in our battle against sin?


It is important to note that before Cain ever acted on the evil desires brewing in his heart, God showed 
up and spoke truth into his life. God’s grace preceded Cain’s sin, offering a way out of the temptation.
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TOWER OF BABEL
Humanity’s pride is relentless in 
seeking praise for itself; but God’s 
glory will never be dethroned.


THE CALLING OF 
ABRAHAM
God establishes a 
covenant with Abraham.


A SINFUL HEART LEADS 
TO SINFUL ACTIONS
Cain heard God’s counsel to flee sin’s 
temptation, but he didn’t heed it. His rage gave 
birth to sin, and when sin was accomplished in 
his heart, it brought forth death.


Cain committed the act he had 
contemplated, and he shed the blood of his 
innocent brother. Just as Satan waited to 
pounce on Cain like a roaring lion, Cain did 
so to Abel. Sin is when we do to others what 
the enemy does to us. It begins with evil desires 
and then ends with evil actions toward others, 
actions that deserve God’s condemnation.


Sin’s Effects in the World


Sin does not only impact our relationship 
with God; it is also the root of our broken 
relationships with the people around us. Sin has 
infected the social structures of society, leading 
to injustice and oppression. The distorting 
effects of sin are visible all around us, but the 
good news of the gospel is that the battle 
against these powers (Eph. 6:12) will be won 
through the work of Christ.


ESSENTIAL
DOCTRINES


Genesis 4:8-12
Cain spoke to Abel his brother. And 
when they were in the field, Cain rose 
up against his brother Abel and killed 
him. Then the Lord said to Cain, “Where 
is Abel your brother?” He said, “I do not 
know; am I my brother’s keeper?” And 
the Lord said, “What have you done? 
The voice of your brother’s blood is 
crying to me from the ground. And now 
you are cursed from the ground, which 
has opened its mouth to receive your 
brother’s blood from your hand. When 
you work the ground, it shall no longer 
yield to you its strength. You shall be a 
fugitive and a wanderer on the earth.”


But notice what happens next. Just as God 
came to counsel Cain before the sin, He 
comes to talk with him after the sin. God 
is offering Cain the opportunity to repent, 
“Where is Abel your brother? ... What have 
you done?” 


Do these words sound familiar? After 
Adam and Eve sinned, God came with the 
question, “Where are you, Adam?” God 
knew exactly where Adam was, just as He 
knew exactly where Abel was. His questions 
were not offered in order to discover 
information, but as an invitation for Cain to 
respond with repentance.
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THE ULTIMATE ABEL, THE ULTIMATE 
MAN OF FAITH, THE ONLY TRUE AND 
LITERALLY INNOCENT MAN CAME 
INTO THE WORLD AND WE—CAINS 
ALL—KILLED HIM. BUT THIS WAS 
NOT A RANDOM ACCIDENT. THIS ONE 
CAME INTO THE WORLD TO BE OUR 
SUBSTITUTE, TO BEAR THE CURSE 
THAT WE CAINS DESERVED.


TIM KELLER


ABRAHAM 
AND ISAAC
Abraham’s faith is tested 
when commanded to 
sacrifice his son. 


ABRAHAM’S HEIRS 
RECEIVE THE PROMISE
The promise of the covenant is passed 
to Abraham’s descendants.


CHRIST CONNECTION
Looking at Cain’s story forces us to look at our own story. We may not have committed murder, 
but we have witnessed ourselves fail by sinning countless times. So what now? What do we do 
after we’ve traded God’s counsel for the empty promises of sin? How do we prevent the guilt 
and shame of sin from paralyzing us from seeking God?


Hebrews 12:24 speaks to us of Jesus’ blood in comparison to Abel’s. Abel’s blood, the blood 
shed by sin, was crying out—crying out in angst because justice needed to be done. But Jesus’ 
blood, the blood shed for sin, calmly speaks—and it speaks a better word than the blood of 
Abel because justice has now been served.


Hebrews 12:24
To Jesus, the mediator of 
a new covenant, and to 
the sprinkled blood that 
speaks a better word 
than the blood of Abel.
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YOUR STORY


God’s Story has always been designed to connect with your story. It is because of His Story 
that our stories make sense, have meaning, and carry on into eternity. Use the questions 
below to help think through how His Story connects with your own. 


 ▸ Have you ever sensed God offering you a way out of temptation? What truths did 
God bring to your mind? What was the result?


 ▸ Make a list of harmful things humans do to each other. Why does God care so 
much about how we treat other people?


 ▸ How do you respond when you recognize the sin in your own life?


 ▸ How does understanding God’s forgiving heart help us live as a reflection of His 
love for others?


HIS STORY
God’s Story of 
Redemption through 
His Son, Jesus Christ.


YOUR STORY
Where your story 
meets His. 
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YOUR MISSION


HEAD
This session helps us sense the weight of sin—its heinous nature, far-
reaching extent, and the consequences it brings into our lives. Far from 
thinking that sin is a small thing or that it can be easily overcome 
through self-help strategies, we quickly learn that sin is not only toxic to 
the human soul, but it has infected all of us. 


• How has this session altered your perception of sin?
• How might a right perspective on sin help us have a right 


understanding of God’s grace?


HEART
One of the most telling truths this session teaches is the fact that sin 
isn’t merely a behavioral problem or environmental problem. Rather, 
sin is a heart problem. Because sin begins with polluted desires of the 
heart, Christians should look inward to the root of their behavior when 
addressing sin within their lives. 


• What happens when you only focus only on the behavioral aspect of 
sin and not on what is taking place within the heart? 


• What are some ways you can begin to practice looking at your own 
heart when it comes to understanding patterns of sin in your life? 


HANDS
Our world is still infected with sin and Christians still wrestle with the 
old sinful nature, but God calls us to be salt and light in the world around 
us. We are to proclaim Him who can reverse the effects of the fall and sin, 
and live like His people by loving others as ourselves. 


• How has this session challenged you to live differently, especially in 
your relationships with others?


• What are some ways you can be salt and light to others this week with 
your actions?
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SESSION 5

The Creator Destroys and Redeems



Session summary

In this session we see how God responds to the rebelliousness of humanity. He grieves over the wickedness of the world even as He pronounces judgment on it. But in this righteous judgment, God shows favor to Noah and his family, saving them from a great flood and then commissioning them to fulfill His good intentions for humanity. Like Noah, we are saved from God’s judgment and called to obey God as His redeemed people.



Scripture

Genesis 6:5-22; 9:1-11



The Point

God judges sin and provides salvation to those who trust in Him. 





INTRO/STARTER  5-10 minutes

Option 1

Review the following information with students: So far in our study of Genesis, we’ve seen how God created the heavens and the earth, then moved on to His most precious creation—human beings made in His image. We watched how Adam and Eve sinned by choosing not to believe and trust the goodness of God’s Word. We saw how sin became an epidemic, not something that could be quarantined in the hearts of our first parents. It was a sickness that spread to their children, and as it spread, it began to manifest itself in increasingly wicked ways. 



As sin spread through the world, the human response to sin began to change. We went from shame to indifference to boasting. When Adam sinned, his response was: “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself” (Gen. 3:10). Adam’s response was shame and hiding. When Cain sinned and the Lord asked him where his brother Abel was, he replied: “I do not know. … Am I my brother’s keeper?” (Gen. 4:9). Cain’s response was indifference.



Then, in Genesis 4:23-24, we see Lamech, the great great great grandson of Cain. After committing murder, his response was to celebrate his wickedness with song: “Lamech said to his wives: ‘Adah and Zillah, hear my voice; you wives of Lamech, listen to what I say. I have killed a man for wounding me, a young man for striking me. If Cain’s revenge is sevenfold, then Lamech’s is seventy-sevenfold.’” Lamech’s response was boasting and entitlement.



Invite students to call out examples in our culture today where someone in the news has responded to their own wrongdoing in one of these three ways: shame, indifference, or boasting. 



Which of these seems to be the most common response to sin? Which is the appropriate response? Explain.





Option 2

Invite students to identify physical features or personality traits they’ve inherited or have adapted from their parents. Remind students that all people inherited the problem of sin from Adam. But we have hope. Even though sin entered the world through one man, salvation also entered through one man—Jesus Christ.



Do you believe the work of Christ can overcome the sin in your life? Why or why not?



How different would the world be if everyone lived each day knowing that Christ has given us victory over sin? Explain.





HIS STORY   15-20 minutes

The Point

God judges sin and provides salvation to those who trust in Him.



Characters

The Triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit

Noah and his family: descendent of Adam through the line of Seth; a good and righteous man; father of Shem, Ham, and Japheth

The peoples of the earth



Plot

After the spread of sin and seeing how it led to one brother murdering another, the story continues to unfold by introducing us to one of the most well-known characters in the Bible—Noah. Now, most people in our culture, even if they haven’t set foot inside a church, are familiar with the basic story line of Noah. For them, that would include an ark, pairs of animals, a colossal flood, and so forth. While these are certainly elements that come up in the story, what if there is more to it than that? What else can we learn about this event? What is God communicating about Himself through this time in history? What do we learn about ourselves through this? What does Noah have to do with Jesus? 



Questions like these, and several others, are what take us to the story of Noah in this session. As we approach what may be somewhat of a familiar story, however, it would be helpful if you come to this story with fresh eyes and fresh ears, believing that there is perhaps more to it than we know.   





GOD JUDGES WICKEDNESS

Sin spread wide and sin spread deep. By the time we get to Genesis 6, we may be wondering what God thinks about this situation and what He will do about it.



The Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. And the Lord was sorry that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him to his heart. So the Lord said, “I will blot out man whom I have created from the face of the land, man and animals and creeping things and birds of the heavens, for I am sorry that I have made them.” (Gen. 6:5-7)



Every thought was nothing but evil, we read. Imagine that kind of a world—a place where in every thought and deed people were in essence shouting at God: “I don’t trust You! I don’t believe You! I defy You!” Such is the essence of sin—a faithless defiance of God the Creator.



God’s reaction was one of sorrow and grief. Consider the weight of the statement in verse 6. The Lord was grieved. He felt anguish in His heart. That word “grieved” in Hebrew means “toil, languish, agony, to be injured in feeling.” 



How can this word be used in connection with God? How can an infinitely powerful God who lacks in nothing be in toil, languish, or agony? How could He be injured in any way? The basis for this grief is love—love for the people He created. It’s why, after reading in Genesis 3:7 about Adam and Eve eating the forbidden fruit, God didn’t simply step in and destroy them and the world in Genesis 3:8. He judged, but He judged with patience, longing to be in relationship again with His people.



This account in Genesis isn’t the only time that God was grieved by His people. Challenge students to identify some other instances recorded in Scripture where God was grieved. How did He respond? 



What are some things that might grieve God today? In what ways does He still show patience to His people today? (p. 34, PSG)



God could have destroyed the world and all its inhabitants, but instead He chose to purge creation of its great wickedness. Yet, He would save one family. He chose not to give up on all humanity, not to turn His back and start over completely. Even though He knew Noah and his descendants would again disappoint Him, defy Him, and walk in faithlessness, God decided to preserve this remnant. Why? Because like a father who will not stop loving his children no matter how often they disobey, God bound His heart to His people.



What this simply means is that God loved us. He didn’t have to love us, and He didn’t need to, but in His great love, He extended grace to us. He is our Father, and He has tied His own joys with our joys, and He tied His own pains with our pains.



The flood story is certainly one of judgment—the declaration of a holy and righteous Judge against all that is evil. And yet, it is also one of grief—the tears of a loving Father who will not give up on His people. 



Going Further With the Story

For the first time in the Bible, the Lord regretted something that He had made. However, His regret did not stem from something He had done wrong, but rather what humanity was doing wrong. The fact that people had become totally preoccupied with evil grieved Him in His heart, much as Israel’s sin would later grieve Him (Ps. 78:40-41; Isa. 63:10).1



99 Essential Doctrines: God’s Glory

The glory of God is His manifest work, the way He represents His perfect character through His activity. It also refers to His excellent reputation and is given as one of the reasons we are to praise His name. Another sense of the word is the inherent beauty of God, the unbearable brightness and beauty of His being as He radiates His own attributes and characteristics for all to witness. The Scriptures speak of humanity as having “fallen short” of God’s glory (Rom. 3:23) because we have rejected the purpose for which God created us—to glorify Him.





GOD PROVIDES A WAY OF ESCAPE

We’ve seen that God was grieved by the sin of the world, and in His holy judgment, He decided to wipe everything off the face of the earth and start again. But here is where the story takes a turn. God demonstrated His commitment to humanity by choosing to preserve a righteous man’s family.



But Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord. These are the generations of Noah. Noah was a righteous man, blameless in his generation. Noah walked with God. And Noah had three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth. Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight, and the earth was filled with violence. And God saw the earth, and behold, it was corrupt, for all flesh had corrupted their way on the earth. And God said to Noah, “I have determined to make an end of all flesh, for the earth is filled with violence through them. Behold, I will destroy them with the earth. Make yourself an ark of gopher wood. Make rooms in the ark, and cover it inside and out with pitch. This is how you are to make it: the length of the ark 300 cubits, its breadth 50 cubits, and its height 30 cubits. Make a roof for the ark, and finish it to a cubit above, and set the door of the ark in its side. Make it with lower, second, and third decks. For behold, I will bring a flood of waters upon the earth to destroy all flesh in which is the breath of life under heaven. Everything that is on the earth shall die. But I will establish my covenant with you, and you shall come into the ark, you, your sons, your wife, and your sons’ wives with you. And of every living thing of all flesh, you shall bring two of every sort into the ark to keep them alive with you. They shall be male and female. Of the birds according to their kinds, and of the animals according to their kinds, of every creeping thing of the ground, according to its kind, two of every sort shall come in to you to keep them alive. Also take with you every sort of food that is eaten, and store it up. It shall serve as food for you and for them.” Noah did this; he did all that God commanded him. (Gen. 6:8-22)



Take a look at verse 8 and then verse 18. Noah alone found favor in God’s eyes, right? But then notice how it says that God would establish His covenant not with Noah alone but also with those who belong to him. Watch the progression: Noah received God’s favor, was declared righteous, and then his family benefited from his righteousness. The same truth is reiterated in Genesis 7:1: “Then the Lord said to Noah, ‘Go into the ark, you and all your household, for I have seen that you are righteous before Me in this generation.’” Noah found favor. Noah was the only righteous one, yet Noah’s family was saved.



There are two truths here we must not miss. First, grace precedes righteousness. It’s no accident that the text specifies Noah receiving favor from the Lord before being declared righteous. Grace came first. It wasn’t that Noah obeyed and that’s why he was saved. It was that Noah received grace, and that’s why he obeyed.



The second truth is that the covenant God made with Noah benefited the members of his family. The righteousness of Noah was the foundation of the preservation of the rest of his family. 



Going Further With the Story

Through the story of the flood, we see the introduction to the gospel as salvation through judgment. What does this mean? While the entire world was looking up at God and rejecting Him, telling Him that they didn’t trust Him, just as their parents before them did, Noah was building an ark. He was demonstrating with his life that he believed God. He had faith that God was going to do what He had said. And the waters of judgment did come.

Here’s what I mean by salvation through judgment. The same water that swallowed everyone who didn’t believe in the word of God actually lifted Noah up. As the waters increased, everyone else was pressed down and crushed. But at the same time, Noah and his family were lifted up and saved. The waters of judgment actually saved him; it was salvation through judgment. And Peter confirmed this for us later in the Bible: “when God’s patience waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through water.” (1 Pet. 3:20).





CHRIST CONNECTION

In the story of Noah, we see a pattern for how God is going to offer ultimate salvation. Jesus is the One in whom God was truly pleased, the One God truly favored. Though all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God, though none are righteous, not even one, God offers us salvation based on the sole person of Jesus and His righteousness. 



Remember, Noah’s family was saved not on the basis of their righteousness but on the basis of Noah’s righteousness. They were saved because they belonged to Noah. Likewise, we’re not saved by our own works but by the work of Jesus alone, and we’re saved only if we belong to Him.



However, where Noah could only save seven members of his family, God has given to Jesus people from every tribe, tongue, and nation. The family of Jesus will be so much larger than the family of Noah. 



Just as Noah spent his life in faith building an ark while the world rejected his message (Heb. 11; 2 Pet. 2), we should spend our lives faithfully telling people about the coming judgment and the good news of salvation God has made possible for us through Jesus Christ. Just as Noah’s story ends with a reaffirmation of God’s covenant and a commissioning to follow God in obedience, so also our salvation is not an end in itself but what precedes our own obedience. God has commissioned us not only to be fruitful and multiply but also to take the good news of His merciful love to the rest of the world.



What does it mean to be commissioned to do something? Invite students to identify different ways people today are commissioned to carry out certain tasks, then share the following definition from Merriam-Webster: Commission: an act of entrusting or giving authority2



Compare this definition to Matthew 28:19-20. List the actions all believers have been commissioned to carry out: make disciples, baptize, teach.



Going Further With the Story

For more of the story, read God’s commissioning of Noah’s family in Geneses 9:1-11. Compare this passage with the original mandate God gave to Adam and Eve in Genesis 1:26-28, pointing out any similarities and differences. 





YOUR STORY   10-15 minutes

Group Questions

God’s Story has always been designed to connect with your story. It is because of His Story that our stories make sense, have meaning, and carry on into eternity. Use the questions below to help think through how His Story connects with your own. 



The Bible tells us that God grieved before His judgment took place. What does this tell us about His character and how He views sin in our lives? At the very least, it tells us that God is not a dispassionate judge waiting to punish us every time we mess up, but a loving Father who disciplines those He loves. 



Why is it important for us to recognize that God’s grace must precede our obedience? If we think that obedience comes before grace, or that grace is the reward for being obedient, then we will have a works-based view of Christianity. On the other hand, if grace comes before obedience, we affirm with the Bible that we are incapable of rescuing ourselves, and that God’s unmerited grace and mercy are actually what produce within us an obedient heart. 



What lessons can we learn from Noah’s example of faithfulness? Answers to this question will vary. 



Noah is described in the New Testament as a “herald of righteousness” (2 Pet. 2:5). In what ways does our mission to call people to repentance and faith resemble Noah’s example? Answers to this question will vary. 





YOUR MISSION   10-15 minutes

Head

This session helps us to begin to see how and why it is important for God’s grace and love to coexist with His judgment and righteous anger. Both of these characteristics are necessary, and together they reveal something deep to us about God’s character. 



Why is it important to stress both the grace and judgment of God when dealing with sin? Answers to this question will vary. 



What would happen if you had one without the other? Either an unforgiving judge or a morally passive god who simply sweeps sin under the rug. Both of these fail to accurately represent the God of the Bible. 



Heart

Not only should our hearts be grieved over the fact that sin almost led, justifiably, to the entire destruction of the human race, but they should also be grieved over the fact that the God who judges sin also grieves because of sin’s presence in our hearts. This was true not only back then, but even now. God is still grieved at the sight of the rebelliousness within us.



When was the last time you felt heartbroken over the sin in a friend’s life? In your own life? Answers to this question will vary. 



How does the truth that God is grieved by our sin influence the way you deal with personal sin and temptation? Answers to this question will vary. 



Hands

In a similar way that Noah was obedient to God, we too should follow in his footsteps. And as God commissioned Noah and his family, we too are commissioned with the task of preaching the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus. The flood didn’t stop the sin-infected hearts of men from spreading—it was never meant to. Only the cross is capable of that type of healing, and that is the message we have been called to share. 



What are some positive characteristics of Noah that we can emulate as we seek to live on mission for God? Answers to this question will vary. 



How has this session challenged you to be more faithful in sharing the gospel with others? Answers to this question will vary.





TIMELINE

Noah

Judgment and graciousness are found in the flood.



Tower of Babel

Humanity’s pride is relentless in seeking praise for itself; but God’s glory will never be dethroned.



The Calling of Abraham

God establishes a covenant with Abraham.



Abraham and Isaac

Abraham’s faith is tested when commanded to sacrifice his son. 



Abraham’s heirs receive the promise

The promise of the covenant is passed to Abraham’s descendants.



Jacob and Esau

Family dysfunction erupts between parents and sons for the birthright blessing.





ADDITIONAL INFO

Sources

1. HCSB Study Bible 

2. “Commission,” Merriam-Webster Dictionary [online], [cited 30 March 2014]. Available from the Internet: www.merriam-webster.com.



Additional Resources

Check out the following additional resources:

Leader Training Videos

One Conversations

Midweek Studies

Circular Timeline Poster

App (for both leader and student)



Additional suggestions for specific groups are available at GospelProject.com/AdditionalResources

And for free online training on how to lead a group visit MinistryGrid.com/web/TheGospelProject








Essential Doctrine: God’s Glory
The glory of God is His manifest work, the way He represents His perfect character through His activity. It also refers to His excellent 
reputation and is given as one of the reasons we are to praise His name. Another sense of the word is the inherent beauty of God, the 
unbearable brightness and beauty of His being as He radiates His own attributes and characteristics for all to witness. The Scriptures 
speak of humanity as having “fallen short” of God’s glory (Rom. 3:23) because we have rejected the purpose for which God created us—
to glorify Him.


Scripture: Exodus 33:12-23; Psalm 19:1-6; Isaiah 55:1-7


MIDWEEK EVENT
THE STORY BEGINS // SESSION 5 // THE CREATOR DESTROYS AND REDEEMS


This midweek study will explore why it’s important for students to recognize God’s glory. 
Use the following outline, activity, playlist, and video ideas to lead a midweek event for your students.


1  God’s glory is visible in His character.  
(Ex. 33:12-23)


God’s glory is His holiness on display. One can see an example 
of this in Exodus 33:12-23. In this account, Moses asks God if 
he could see Him, and God responds by saying He will cause all 
of His goodness to pass in front of Moses (v. 19), saying, “and 
when My glory passes by” (v. 22). This passage, along with others, 
makes it clear that God’s glory and goodness are intertwined 
with one another, the former springing from who He is. 


2   God’s glory is visible in His work.  
(Ps. 19:1-6)


God’s glory is tied not only to His character, but to His work 
and actions as well. Ephesians 1 makes it clear that God’s work 
in salvation was to the praise of the glory of His grace. Rescuing 
sinners and transforming their hearts are glorious acts of grace 
and mercy that spring from the glorious goodness of God’s 
character. Not only that, but the works of God in creation also 
testify to the glory of God, as Psalm 19 describes: “The heavens 
are telling the glory of God, the expanse is declaring the works of 
His hands.”


3   God’s glory is for our good. 
(Isa. 55:1-7)


Since creation humanity has been designed to glorify God. Not 
only that, but humanity has also been designed by God to find 
ultimate happiness and satisfaction from being in relationship 
with God, since He is the greatest treasure in the entire universe. 
Seeing His glory and rejoicing in it not only glorifies Him, but 
brings lasting satisfaction to our souls. 


Opening Activity


Invite students to reveal something about themselves that no one 
else knows. If time allows, make this a game, leading each person 
to write something about themselves on a card. As you read each 
card aloud, challenge the group to guess which card belongs to 
whom. Following the game, ask students: Why did you choose to 
reveal that particular thing about yourself? 


On the board or a large sheet of paper, list the following 
superheroes: Superman, Spiderman, The Hulk, Batman. Invite 
students to name the secret identities of each, then ask: Why did 
each of these superheroes choose to keep their identity hidden? 
Does God choose to keep His identity hidden? Explain. 


In what ways has God purposefully revealed Himself and His 
glory to His people? to you personally?


Worship/Playlist Ideas


 Y “ For Your Glory and For Me” by NewSpring Worship 
(Salvation Rise, NewSpring Music, 2014)


 Y “ Show Me Your Glory” by Third Day 
(Come Together, Essential Records, 2001)


 Y “ Always” by Kristian Stanfill 
(Passion–Here for You, sixstepsrecords/Sparrow, 2011)


 Y “ Our God Reigns” by Brandon Heath 
(Don’t Get Comfortable, Reunion Records, 2006)


 Y “ Irresistable” by LifeChurch.tv Worship 
(Savior Forever, Open.Church, 2015)


Video Idea(s)


 Y “Our God Reigns Worship Intro” SkitGuys.com







1  God’s glory is visible in His character.  
(Ex. 33:12-23)


 Y If I were to ask you to tell me about your best friend, how 
would you respond?
Oftentimes, we include details that go beyond physical 
descriptions when asked to describe someone. We usually 
describe that person’s character as well.


Read Exodus 33:12-23.
 Y What did Moses already know about God?


Moses knew that God was merciful and gracious. He knew 
that God kept His promises and did not lie?


 Y How is God’s goodness an expression of His glory?
 Y What did Moses ask in verse 18? 


Moses wanted to physically see God’s glory. “Through all 
his adverse circumstances he grew in his faith and spiritual 
hunger. He wanted to know more of God’s ways so the favor 
of God would rest not only upon him but on his people as 
well.” (Holman Old Testament Commentary)


 Y How did God respond?
God responded by saying He would cause all of His goodness 
to pass in front of Moses. This passage, along with others, 
makes it clear that God’s glory and goodness are intertwined 
with one another, the former springing from who He is. 


 Y Do you want to get to know God better, like Moses did? What 
are some ways you can do this?


2   God’s glory is visible in His work.  
(Ps. 19:1-6)


God’s glory is tied not only to His character, but to His work 
and actions as well. On the board or a large sheet of paper, invite 
students to list some of the ways creation reveals God’s glory.


Read Psalm 19:1-6.
 Y What central message does creation reveal to us about God?


Creation declares the truth about God to all people. 
Read Ephesians 1:18-23.


MIDWEEK DISCUSSION
THE STORY BEGINS // SESSION 5 // THE CREATOR DESTROYS AND REDEEMS


This midweek study will explore why it’s important for students to recognize God’s glory. Use the following main points, Scriptures, teaching/discussion ideas, 
and questions to help students gain a better understanding of the essential doctrine for this session.


 Y How does Christ’s work on the cross declare God’s glory?
The power God demonstrated in raising Christ from the dead 
and placing him above all creation is the same power he is 
exercising toward us to bring about the blessings which he has 
promised us. (Holman New Testament Commentary)


 Y How is God at work in your life? If you have accepted Christ as 
your Savior, how does your life declare the glory of God?


3   God’s glory is for our good. 
(Isa. 55:1-7)


 Y If you could request an invitation to any event in the world, all 
expenses paid, what would it be? Why?


Read Isaiah 55:1-7.
God does not wait for us to invite Him; He invites us to be 
part of His family now.


 Y According to verse 2, how do you “spend money on what is not 
food, and your wages on what does not satisfy”?
People seek pleasure in many things, but God is the only 
source of true satisfaction.


 Y How does God’s glory set Him apart from all the pleasures we 
tend to seek in life? 
God promises mercy, forgiveness, blessings, and love.


 Y How is God’s glory for our good?
Since creation humanity has been designed to glorify God. 
Not only that, but humanity has also been designed by God 
to find ultimate happiness and satisfaction from being in 
relationship with God, since He is the greatest treasure in the 
entire universe. Seeing His glory and rejoicing in it not only 
glorifies Him, but brings lasting satisfaction to our souls. 


WRAP IT UP


 Y What do you find most remarkable about God? Why?
 Y How does God’s goodness impact your willingness to trust 


Him as your Savior?


Essential Doctrine: God’s Glory
The glory of God is His manifest work, the way He represents His perfect character through His activity. It also refers to His excellent 
reputation and is given as one of the reasons we are to praise His name. Another sense of the word is the inherent beauty of God, the 
unbearable brightness and beauty of His being as He radiates His own attributes and characteristics for all to witness. The Scriptures 
speak of humanity as having “fallen short” of God’s glory (Rom. 3:23) because we have rejected the purpose for which God created us—
to glorify Him.






SESSION 3

Human Rebellion



Session summary

In this session, we will look at humanity’s “fall into sin.” We will see that our rebellion against God begins by distrusting the goodness of His Word. Sin ruptures our relationship with God and with others, and then leads to devastating consequences in the world around us. Only God can save us from our sin and its consequences and empower us to battle sin as we live in His kingdom.



Scripture

Genesis 3:1-24



The Point

Sin corrupts the goodness of God’s creation.





INTRO/STARTER  5-10 minutes

Option 1

In the previous sessions we learned that once God created the world, He created human beings, male and female, in His image. But after preparing a place for both Adam and Eve to enjoy, we witness in this session that a rebellion would take place, and as a result, God would exile them from the garden of Eden. 



What if Adam and Eve had never sinned when they lived in the garden of Eden? 



Challenge students to really think about this. While they’re thinking, encourage them to refer to the specific curses God placed on Adam and Eve after they disobeyed (Gen. 3:16-19). 





Option 2

Separate students into three-person teams. Each team will need at least one boy and one girl. Assign each student one of three roles: talk show host, Adam, and Eve. Lead the talk show host (radio or TV) to prepare some questions to interview Adam and Eve. Instruct Adam and Eve to study the passages from today’s session to prepare to answer the host’s questions. (They should not work on these together.)



Allow students a few minutes to conduct their interviews. After each team has had the opportunity to present, discuss some of the highlights of the story as mentioned through the interviews.





HIS STORY   15-20 minutes

The Point

Sin corrupts the goodness of God’s creation.



Characters

The Triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit

Adam and Eve: the first humans created by God in His image

Satan: disguised as the serpent in the garden



Plot

In the previous sessions we learned that God created the world and human beings, male and female, in His image. As a Father providing good things for His children, God gave Adam and Eve a good world to take care of and enjoy. Everything He made—sun, moon, stars, sea creatures, birds, trees, and fruit—all of it was good and all of it was for them. More importantly, God gave Himself in relationship and fellowship to the first people.



All was good, and all was well! In fact, as we’ve seen, God overlooked all that He had made and declared it to be “very good.” It’s hard to gain an accurate picture of this time given that the world we now know is not the way it was intended to be. But in the first two chapters of the Bible, things were exactly as they were meant to be. That is, until sin enters the stage in human history. 



So what went wrong? What happened in the garden that would forever shape the world and humanity as we know them today? Let’s turn to Genesis 3 and see exactly what happened and the damage sin caused to the good work of creation.





SIN LEADS TO A DISTRUST OF GOD’S WORD

As we begin to read the opening verses in chapter 3, we see that a drastic change is about to take place between humanity’s relationship with their Creator. And at the heart of this change lies an issue of trust—trusting the goodness of God and His Word. 



As we are about to see, human rebellion leads us to distrust the goodness of God’s Word. This is at the heart of human sinfulness, so it’s no surprise that Satan (disguised as a serpent) chose this line of temptation in the garden of Eden. Let’s read:



Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’” But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths. (Gen. 3:1-7)



The serpent begins by introducing doubt. Did God really say...? He’s not denying what God has said, of course, but he is making God’s Word up for debate. Are you serious? Did He really, truly say that to you? 

Notice also how the serpent twists God’s Word. God told Adam and Eve that they could eat from any tree except one, but the serpent changes the prohibition: “Did God really say, ‘You can’t eat from any tree in the garden’?” 



The serpent didn’t first attack with a statement, but with a question. His goal was to lead Adam and Eve to doubt God’s goodness. He followed the question with an outright lie: “You will not die.” Sin begins with doubting God’s goodness and ends with denying God’s Word.



Of course, Adam and Eve aren’t the only people who have doubted the goodness and truthfulness of God and His Word. When have you ever questioned the truthfulness of God’s Word? (p. 22, PSG)



In the end, the serpent wanted Adam and Eve to think they were missing out and that God was withholding happiness from them. And so Eve took the fruit, and Adam followed. 



This was a simple act of disobedience that carried with it unimaginable consequences. What happened in the garden was not merely a mistake; it was a rebellion.



Going Further With the Story

“Sin lives in a costume; that’s why it’s so hard to recognize. The fact that sin looks so good is one of the things that makes it so bad. In order for it to do its evil work, it must present itself as something that is anything but evil. Life in a fallen world is like attending the ultimate masquerade party. Impatient yelling wears the costume of a zeal for truth. Lust can masquerade as a love for beauty. Gossip does its evil work by living in the costume of concern and prayer. Craving for power and control wears the mask of biblical leadership. Fear of man gets dressed up as a servant heart. The pride of always being right masquerades as a love for biblical wisdom. Evil simply doesn’t present itself as evil, which is part of its draw. You’ll never understand sin’s sleight of hand until you acknowledge that the DNA of sin is deception. Now, what this means personally is that as sinners we are all very committed and gifted self-swindlers. … We’re all too skilled at looking at our own wrong and seeing good.”1



99 Essential Doctrines: Sin as Rebellion

Because the Bible portrays people as responsible beings, expected to respond in faith and obedience to God’s revelation, the Bible often portrays sin in terms of defiance and rebellion toward God the King. Isaiah 1:2 is one of many passages that describes sin in terms of rebellion against God: “Children have I reared and brought up, but they have rebelled against me.” Seen in this light, sin is personal and willful disobedience, the raising of a clinched fist toward the One who made us.





SIN LEADS TO BROKEN RELATIONSHIPS WITH GOD AND OTHERS

The fallout from Adam and Eve’s sin began immediately. Their eyes were opened. Their rebellion caused them to have a new consciousness of their nakedness. Shame entered God’s good world. The first couple realized that they were naked, and so they sewed fig leaves together to cover themselves.



And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. But the Lord God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.” He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” The Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you above all livestock and above all beasts of the field; on your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” To the woman he said, “I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing; in pain you shall bring forth children. Your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over you.” (Gen. 3:8-16)



Adam and Eve felt clothed before they exchanged the goodness of God’s Word for lies. They had God’s favor; they were unashamed, secure, and provided for. But when they questioned and doubted the goodness of God, they brought shame into our world. And with this favor gone, they felt naked. 



Before their sin, Adam and Eve felt no shame, there was nothing to hide, and they could be completely vulnerable before God and with each other in complete safety. There were fully known and fully loved.

And even now, we long to be known and loved. But shame has infected all of our relationships. This is why you wonder: What if someone I deeply care for learned how I really am on the inside? What if they knew the secret thoughts running through my mind every day? Would they still love me? Would they abandon me? 



God created us to be fully known and fully loved. But in our fallen state, we’ve convinced ourselves that the only way we can be loved is if we’re not fully known. We believe it would be impossible for anyone to know the depths of who we are and still love us. That’s why we hide.



But it’s not just our relationship with God that has been broken. Our relationship with others has been shattered as well. The expression of sheer joy and excitement we saw in the previous chapter when Adam first saw Eve (“This one, at last, is bone of my bone and flesh of my flesh”) has been transformed into blame and enmity.



From this point forward, human relationships of all types will experience brokenness to some degree. Abuse, manipulation, and enmity have replaced the paradise that once characterized human relationships within the garden. But as we will see soon, there is hope yet for humanity.



Going Further With the Story

Genesis 3:17-24 also reveals another relationship that has been distorted because of sin—the relationship between humanity and God’s good creation. Thus, our rebelling against God not only corrupted our relationships with God and each other, but it also shattered the perfect peace of God’s good world.

God called us to fill the earth (Gen. 1:28). But now this task will come through a woman’s pain and anguish (Gen. 3:16). God called us to subdue the earth. But now this task will come through toilsome work, fighting thorns and thistles. Only by the sweat of our brow will we be able to eat bread (Gen. 3:17-19). The work God gave us has been invaded by toil. The beauty of childbirth has been wracked with pain.

This passage ends with the reality of exile. God’s good world has been marred by human sin, and we are now separated from the perfection of the garden. Yet as we will see in the Christ Connection, all hope for humanity is far from being lost forever.





CHRIST CONNECTION

Even though this story is a sad scene of fallenness and judgment, there is a thread of mercy. Before casting Adam and Eve out of paradise, God clothed them with animal skins. God provided the covering for Adam and Eve’s nakedness.



Not only that, but in verse 15 God tells the serpent that the day is coming when a Son will be born through Eve, and even though the serpent will strike His heel, this Son of Eve will crush the serpent’s head. A Savior will come, and the serpent will be defeated. The evil unleashed in the garden will be eradicated when the Son of Eve arrives.



God’s initiative here points forward to His Son’s atoning work, when through His own sacrifice, He will take away the guilt of our sin and cover our shame with His righteousness.



Because of sin, Adam and Eve were banished from paradise. Their sin separated them from God’s presence with no way back in except through the angel’s sword. But the day would come when the sword would fall on the Son of Eve on the cross. The Son would be banished by the Father so that we might be reunited. He would face the sword so that we could return from our exile.



When God’s own Son was born into this world, He undid everything that went wrong in Genesis 3. He answered the question that Satan put in our hearts: “Is God good? Does He intend good for us? Can we trust Him?” He answered that question with the nails in His hands and a spear through His side—with His becoming sin on our behalf that we might become the righteousness of God in Him (2 Cor. 5:21).





YOUR STORY   10-15 minutes

Group Questions

God’s Story has always been designed to connect with your story. It is because of His Story that our stories make sense, have meaning, and carry on into eternity. Use the questions below to help think through how His Story connects with your own. 



Are you more likely to see your sin as a “mistake” or “failure” or as an act of rebellion? What is the difference and how does it impact our perspective? A rebellion is an active and willful action on the part of someone, not merely a passive failure on their behalf. While our sins are, in one sense, mistakes and failures, they are much more than that as well. 



What are the signs that our relationship with God has been broken? What are some ways we hide from God? Signs might include a lack of affection for God, a love for the things of this world, as well as actions and attitudes that are contrary to God and His Word. Allow students time to think of specific examples of what those might be, as well as ways we tend to hide our sins from God. 



Take a moment to list different ways we can see the brokenness of human relationships in our world. How does the gospel provide an answer for these realities? Students answers will vary with the first question, possibly ranging from divorce within the home to countries at war with one another. Look to the Christ Connection to help answer the second question, pointing to the fact that Christ is going to restore that which has been broken. 



How has sin affected the different spheres of society: family, government, church, the environment? How can we as Christians battle the effects of sin in these areas? Help students think through different examples where sin has taken place in these areas—broken families, corruption of government, etc. The goal is to help them see that sin’s effects are far reaching, and that Christians should be vigilant about battling against sin in these areas. 





YOUR MISSION   10-15 minutes

Head

The historical reality of the fall of humanity is essential to understanding ourselves and the world in which we live. It gets to the root of why things are the way they are—why brokenness and suffering plague both the human race and the world that we inhabit. Every worldview tries to explain why things have gone wrong, but only the Christian worldview gives the correct answer: we rebelled against our Creator long ago. 



Why is it important to be able to make sense out of the brokenness of our world? Apart from the Bible explaining to us how and why the world became broken, we would be at a loss for rightly understanding why things are the way they are.  



How does the fall of Adam and Eve shed light on your own personal sins and temptations?   Answers to this question will vary, but may include: doubting God’s Word, doubting that God wants what is best for us, and so forth.



Heart

The fall of humanity into sin teaches that all things have been affected by the fall, including our very own hearts. Because of the fall, humans now have an inclination to the things that grieve the heart of God. And because our hearts have been affected, we are in need of new ones.  



What is the connection between your heart and behavior? The heart, representing the center or essence of a person, is what leads to that person’s behavior. Thus, if one has a covetous heart, that may result in the physical act of stealing. The heart is the root, where the behavior is the fruit of one’s life. 



When it comes to resolving conflict in relationships, why is it important that both parties look inwardly, to their own hearts, to see how he or she might be sinning against the other person? Is this hard to do? Explain. Answers to this question will vary.



Hands

The fall of humanity forever altered the course of human history, disrupting our relationship with God, with others, and with the good world He created. Nevertheless, God is still at work to remake that which has been broken. As we’ve seen throughout this session, God is on a mission to restore what has been lost through His Son.



How might God use His people in the mission to restore all things to Himself? Answers to this question will vary.



How can you trust in God’s Word this week? How might that affect different areas of your life? Answers to this question will vary.





TIMELINE

The Fall

Sin enters the story and distorts God's good creation.



Cain and Abel

The depth of humanity's fall is revealed in the heinous murder between two brothers.



Noah 

Judgment and graciousness are found in the flood.



Tower of Babel

Humanity's pride is relentless in seeking praise for itself; but God's glory will never be dethroned. 



The Calling of Abraham

God establishes a covenant with Abraham.



Abraham and Isaac

Abraham's faith is tested when commanded to sacrifice his son. 





ADDITIONAL INFO

Leader Pack

For this session, Items #4 and #5 can be used during group time. Item #4 can be used as either a visual illustration or even an object lesson to discuss the different relationships that have been affected by the Fall. Item #5 is an artistic poster referencing Gen. 3:15, the first signs of the gospel where God promises that a Seed will crush the head of the serpent. 



Sources

1. Paul David Tripp, Whiter Than Snow (Wheaton: Crossway, 2008), 32.



Additional Resources

Check out the following additional resources:

Leader Training Videos

One Conversations

Midweek Studies

Circular Timeline Poster

App (for both leader and student)



Additional suggestions for specific groups are available at GospelProject.com/AdditionalResources

And for free online training on how to lead a group visit MinistryGrid.com/web/TheGospelProject








The Point: God created 
humanity in His image.


THE STORY BEGINS  |  SESSION 2


IN GOD’S IMAGE
GENESIS 1:26–2:25


To reflect God means to rule wisely.
What does it mean to be created in God’s image? What comes to mind when you hear the phrase 
“created in God’s image”? Do you think we still bear God’s image today, even in our sinful state?


As the story of the creation of man and woman unfolds, we begin to see what being created in 
God’s image entails. For starters, God calls Adam and Eve to rule over the fish of the sea, the birds 
of the sky, the livestock, all the earth, and the creatures that crawl on the earth. His command for 
humans to fill and to subdue the earth is an invitation to bear His image—to reflect Him by doing 
what He has just done in creating the heavens and the earth.


To reflect God means to relate.
To bear God’s image means to have a relationship with Him. Our image-bearing started when God 
created us. The account in Genesis shows how powerful a scene this was—when God’s face was 
toward us, when He breathed into the first man the breath of life. Just as a mirror best reflects an 
image when the mirror is directly in front of the object, we reflect God’s image best when we are in 
close relationship with Him.


After multiple statements of God seeing that His work was “good” and then “very good” comes 
the first moment when something is described as “not good.” We were not created to bear God’s 
image on our own or to have an isolated relationship with God. We reflect God best when we are 
in community with one another—relating to others in love and grace. Thus, reflecting God’s image 
means we are to relate rightly to Him and to others.


To reflect God means to work and rest.
A lot of people have wrongly assumed that the command to work was a result of man’s sinning and 
rebelling against God.


Work isn’t something that God gave man as a curse after the fall into sin; the toil of work is what 
came with sin, but work itself is designed to give us fulfillment and provide us an environment to 
reflect God.


God did not rest because He needed it, as if He were tired or worn out. He gave us an example of 
rest to show that even though we are unlike any other creature in that we are the most “like” God, we 
are not God.


Essential Doctrine
Image of God in Humanity: Some theologians believe “the image of God” refers to our mirroring of 
God’s attributes: our nature models God’s nature. Others believe we see the “ image of God” in what 
human beings do. Still others believe the “ image of God” concerns our relationships with God and with 
others. In Jesus we see the true image of God. He perfectly mirrors God’s attributes, fulfills God’s will, and 
enjoys a perfect relationship with the Father.


HIS STORY


Leader Note: Because some content from 
the Personal Study Guide will not be available 
on the One Sheet, make sure to adapt the 
session based on how you use the material 
with your group.
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 Y What comes to mind when you think of humanity being made “in the image of God”? 


 Y When was the last time you thought of fish, birds, or even worms as living creatures that 
God has entrusted to you to care for? 


 Y In what ways can your life demonstrate the priority of your relationship with God? What 
are some signs that your relationship with God is not your priority? 


 Y In what ways does our culture diminish the value of work? How have you diminished the 
idea of work in your own life? How can you correct this? 


YOUR STORY


YOUR MISSION


Head
The fact that God created humanity in His image means that each individual person on planet 
earth, no mater how big, how small, or the color of their skin, possesses inherent worth, value, 
and dignity.


 Y How should the doctrine of humans being created in God’s image influence the way we 
think about others?


 Y Why is it important to note that humanity has a special place among creation because we 
were created in God’s image? What are the dangers of not affirming this?


Heart
The reality of God creating humanity in His image not only means that we see other people in a 
different light, but it also influences the way we feel toward others who bear the same image, both 
Christians and non-Christians.


 Y How should the doctrine of humans being created in God’s image influence the way we 
feel about others, both Christians and non-Christians? 


 Y Why should we be grieved when we see image bearers of God living in a way that is 
contrary to the way God intended? 


Hands
As we learned throughout this session, bearing God’s image is a tangible reality that shows up in 
our day-to-day lives. Not only does it show up in our relationships, but it also shows up in the way 
we steward the earth God has given us, as well as in the way we work and rest. No matter how old 
you are, everyone works (home, school, sports, etc.), everyone rests, and everyone contributes, for 
good or bad, to the little corner of this planet where God has placed them.


 Y How will you begin to treat friends, family members, and even strangers differently based 
upon the truth that they are created in God’s image?


 Y What are some ways you can begin to reflect God by being a better steward of the world 
He has given us?
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Essential Doctrine: Image of God in Humanity
The image of God in humanity is understood as mirroring God’s attributes in our nature, in our actions, and in our relational capacities. 
In Jesus, we see the true image of God. He perfectly mirrors God’s attributes, fulfills God’s will, and enjoys a perfect relationship with 
the Father. The Bible continues to speak of the image of God in humanity even after our fall into sin, even though our ability to rightly 
reflect God has been marred.


Scripture: Genesis 1:26-27; 3:1-5; 5:1-3; Romans 1:18-25; 2 Corinthians 3:17-18


MIDWEEK EVENT
THE STORY BEGINS  //  SESSION 2  //  IN GOD’S IMAGE


This midweek study will explore why it’s important for students to recognize the image of God in humanity. 
Use the following outline, activity, playlist, and video ideas to lead a midweek event for your students.


1  All people are created in God’s image.  
(Gen. 1:26-27; 5:1-3)


The creation account testifies to the fact that the creation of 
humanity is unique among the rest of the created order. No other 
parts of creation—not animals or planets—are said to bear the 
image of God like humanity. This doesn’t mean that God must, 
in some way, physically look like us—having two arms, two legs, 
a body, and so forth. Instead, it means, among other things, that 
every human being on planet earth inherently possesses dignity, 
value, and worth as a result of bearing the image of our Maker.


2   Sin has distorted that image.  
(Gen. 3:1-5; Rom. 1:18-25)


With sin came a distortion of the image of God within us. The 
image hasn’t been done away with completely, but has, in essence, 
been contaminated from its original design and purpose. We no 
longer reflect God as in a mirror, the way we once did. Instead, 
the mirror now bears more resemblance of our sin and selfishness.


3   Jesus will one day restore God’s image within us. 
(2 Cor. 3:17-18)


Unlike us, Jesus has perfectly reflected the image of God in every 
way, and in Him believers will be continually renewed in God’s 
image until they are one day completely restored at the return 
of Christ.


Opening Activity


Gather baby pictures of church staff members and adult leaders 
in your student ministry. Create a slideshow with these pictures 
and list multiple choice options of who each baby might be. 
Allow students to get into groups and work together to match 
the correct name and picture. Consider awarding a small prize 
to the team who gets the most answers correct. Guide students 
to discuss what helped them determine who each baby was. 
Physical attributes, personality traits, and even mannerisms make 
us unique and recognizable to the world. God, in His infinite 
creativity, determined to shape every human life distinct with one 
common attribute—we are all created in His image.


Worship/Playlist Ideas


 Y “ Everything Glorious” by David Crowder Band 
(Remedy, Sparrow/sixstepsrecords, 2007)


 Y “ All Things New” by Steven Curtis Chapman 
(All Things New, Sparrow, 2004)


 Y “ Indescribable” by Chris Tomlin 
(Arriving, Sparrow/sixstepsrecords, 2004)


 Y He Knows My Name by Francesca Battistelli 
(If We’re Honest, Word Entertainment, 2014)


Video Idea(s)


 Y “God Made Me Perfect” from Toby Making Friends  
(Bugbox Animation, 2013) WingClips.com







1  All people are created in God’s image.  
(Gen. 1:26-27; 5:1-3)


Option: Provide paper and pens. Instruct students to draw a 
stick figure representing themselves. Encourage them to illustrate 
or describe any physical attributes or personality traits that are 
similar to their parents. (Even adopted children pick up certain 
traits from their adoptive parents.) After a few minutes, allow 
volunteers to share their drawings. 
Read Genesis 1:26-27; 5:1-3.


 Y In whose image are we created? 
The creation account testifies to the fact that the creation of 
humanity is unique among the rest of the created order. No 
other parts of creation—not animals or planets—are said to 
bear the image of God like humanity. 


 Y What do you think it means to be made in His image? 
This doesn’t mean that God physically looks like us—having 
two arms, two legs, a body, and so forth. Instead, it means 
that every human being has His imprint on their lives. He 
shaped us with unique qualities given to no other created 
thing—attributes that reflect Him, such as an eternal nature, 
the capacity to give and receive love, free will, and so forth.


 Y Does believing you were made in God’s image change the way 
you see yourself? the way you see others? Explain.


2   Sin has distorted that image.  
(Gen. 3:1-5; Rom. 1:18-25)


 Y Agree or disagree with the following proverb: A half-truth is a 
whole lie.


 Y What does it mean to bend the truth?


Read Genesis 3:1-5.
 Y What truth did Satan bend? How does He continue to bend 


the truth today? (You’ll get to heaven as long as you’re a good 
person; your parents are out of touch and don’t understand 
you; a little lie won’t hurt anyone; etc.)


Read Romans 1:18-25. 


MIDWEEK DISCUSSION
THE STORY BEGINS  //  SESSION 2  //  IN GOD’S IMAGE


This midweek study will explore why it’s important for students to recognize the image of God in humanity. Use the following main points, Scriptures, 
teaching/discussion ideas, and questions to help students gain a better understanding of the essential doctrine for this session.


 Y How does God make Himself evident among us today?  
(i.e.: creation, His Word)


 Y How does sin prevent us from recognizing God? How does 
giving in to sin prevent us from reflecting God to others?
Sin has distorted the image of God within us. The image 
hasn’t been done away with completely, but has, in essence, 
been contaminated from its original design and purpose. 


 Y How could knowing that you are accountable to God help you 
recognize and turn from sin?


3   Jesus will one day restore God’s image within us. 
 (2 Cor. 3:17-18)


 Y When you’re getting ready in the morning, how much time do 
you spend looking in the mirror? Why?


Read 2 Corinthians 3:17-18.
 Y What does Paul say we are to reflect? Why?
 Y What does it mean to reflect God “as in a mirror”? What do we 


often reflect instead of God’s glory?
We no longer reflect God as in a mirror, the way we once did. 
Instead, the mirror now bears more resemblance of our sin 
and selfishness.


 Y Who is the perfect reflection of God?
Unlike us, Jesus has perfectly reflected the image of God in 
every way, and in Him believers will be continually renewed 
in God’s image until they are one day completely restored at 
the return of Christ.


WRAP IT UP


 Y How can we learn to better reflect God’s glory?
As we spend time in God’s Word and grow in our relationship 
with Him, we will become more and more like Him.


 Y How is Jesus working in your life to help you reflect the glory 
of God?


Essential Doctrine: Image of God in Humanity
The image of God in humanity is understood as mirroring God’s attributes in our nature, actions, and relational capacities. In Jesus, we 
see the true image of God. He perfectly mirrors God’s attributes, fulfills God’s will, and enjoys a perfect relationship with the Father. 
The Bible continues to speak of the image of God in humanity even after our fall into sin, even though our ability to rightly reflect God 
has been marred.
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HOW TO USE


INTRO
The first page of each session contains a brief overview of 
what to expect in the His Story section. This will include the 
Scripture passage(s), the main point, key figures, as well as a 
basic plot that sets the scene for the Bible study.


HIS STORY
Intended for group and personal use, the His Story section follows the storyline of the Bible, 
focusing on what God has done in redemptive history throughout the pages of Scripture. These 
pages also feature questions to engage with, Essential Doctrines to learn, and a visually helpful 
timeline to follow throughout the study. In addition, there is a Christ Connection section at the 
end, helping you connect the dots between Jesus and the biblical storyline for each session.
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THIS STUDY


YOUR STORY
Intended for group and/or personal use, the Your Story 
section is designed to connect what God has done in 
the past to the present. As you discuss and answer 
these questions, you’ll begin to realize that what God 
was doing in the lives of these biblical characters easily 
connects with life today. 


YOUR MISSION
Also intended for group and/or personal use, the Your 
Mission section is designed to show how God’s Story is 
capable of creating lasting transformation into how we 
think, feel, and live from this day forward. It is intended to 
show that every session goes beyond mere Bible study to a 
calling to be on mission with God in this world. 
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FROM THE EDITORS


“The Story Begins”—sounds epic, doesn’t it? As if you are about to embark on a 
great journey; as if from this moment forward, things will never be the same. I, for 
one, hope that is true, because we are not about to dive into a study of some 
ancient work that is dead, but into the living Word of God. This isn’t just any story; 
this is the story that God Himself has been telling since the beginning of time.


The Gospel Project Chronological is going to take us through the storyline of 
Scripture in three years. From the Book of Genesis to the Book of Revelation, we 
will see that God’s Word is not a series of disconnected writings and stories but 
one grand narrative with a beginning, an eternal end, and a purpose—to reveal 
Jesus Christ as God’s Son, our Savior and Lord. 


In the Old Testament, Jesus is the promised One; in the New Testament, He 
has come and will come again. All of life and all of history revolve around this 
One to whom every knee will bow and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father (Phil. 2:10-11). And to those who are called 
by His name, this is our mission—our part of the story—to proclaim to the whole 
world Jesus as Lord, the Savior of all who believe in Him, that they would hear 
and give glory to the Creator of all.


Ed Stetzer
General Editor
The Gospel Project


President, LifeWay 
Research


Trevin Wax
Managing Editor
The Gospel Project


Author of multiple 
books, including 
Gospel-Centered 
Teaching, Counterfeit 
Gospels, and 
Clear Winter Nights: A 
Young Man’s Journey 
into Truth, Doubt, and 
What Comes After


For a story to be great, it must include a great beginning. The story of the Bible, 
which tells the true story of our world, is no exception. 


In the Book of Genesis, we see God the Creator in all His majesty and 
goodness as He spins the world into motion and lavishes His image-bearers 
with love. We have an “inciting incident” that introduces conflict into this good 
world, as the first humans raise their fists in defiance toward their loving Father 
and bring havoc into this peaceful paradise. But even here, we have a promise—
God will make things right again. God will cover His people’s sins and crush their 
adversary. The rest of Genesis shows how even though sin spread throughout 
the world, God remained faithful to His promise to Eve, His promise to Noah, and 
His promises to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph. 


The Book of Genesis is a glorious and earthy tale of rebellion and 
redemption, of sin and salvation, of failings and faith. Here is a book that shows 
us who we are in our sin and who God is in His grace. May this study lead you 
to express gratitude for God’s love toward you and then extend His love to 
everyone who inhabits this world He has promised to restore.
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UNIT 1
God the Creator


GENESIS 1–11
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Then God said, “Let us make man in our 
image, after our likeness. And let them 


have dominion over the fish of the sea and 
over the birds of the heavens and over the 


livestock and over all the earth and over 
every creeping thing that creeps on the 
earth.” So God created man in his own 


image, in the image of God he created him; 
male and female he created them.


GENESIS 1:26-27


MEMORY VERSE
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SESSION ONE


In the Beginning, 
God...


SCRIPTURE


Genesis 1:1-25; 1 Corinthians 8:5-6


THE POINT
In the beginning, God created everything, and He created everything good.


CHARACTERS
• The Triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit


PLOT
The grand story of the Bible, the story that we are all a part of, begins with creation. It begins 
as every beginning should—it sets the stage for everything that follows. The first chapter 
of Genesis opens simply yet dramatically as we’re introduced to the greatest reality ever to 
exist—God. In Genesis 1:1, we meet a God who is simply there. It doesn’t open up with a 
long list of arguments for God’s existence because the Bible is His revelation of Himself. It 
simply assumes His existence because He wrote it.


We find out from very early on that God is not dependent on anything or anyone else for 
His existence. Instead, Genesis 1 describes God as Creator of everything—all that exists owes 
its existence to God alone. Have you ever wondered where God came from? The answer is that 
He has always existed. 
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HIS STORY


Genesis 1:1-2
In the beginning, God 
created the heavens 
and the earth. The 
earth was without 
form and void, and 
darkness was over the 
face of the deep. And 
the Spirit of God was 
hovering over the face 
of the waters.


CREATION
All things, from the cosmic 
to the molecular level, 
have been created by Him, 
through Him, and for Him.


BEARING GOD’S IMAGE
God creates man in His image, 
to reflect His likeness.


GOD CREATED EVERYTHING
The original audience of the Book of Genesis was the ancient Israelites on their way to the promised 
land. They would not have asked some of the questions that pique our interest, such as the age of 
the earth or the science behind the creation. So what, then, was the original purpose for the creation 
account in Genesis?


The Israelites would have wrestled with questions such as: Is our God the real God? Is He the best 
God? Is He the most powerful God? Having lived so long among the gods of the Egyptians and those of 
other foreign nations, the Israelites struggled to believe that their God was the God.


Creation Out of Nothing


The Bible requires us to believe that God created the universe—
everything both visible and invisible—out of nothing (sometimes 
said, “creation ex nihilo”). This means that before God created 
anything, nothing else existed except God Himself. Nothing in 
creation is eternal; every created thing has a beginning.


To remedy such wandering hearts, God wrote Genesis 1:1 to help His people understand that the God 
of their bedtime stories—the God of their fathers—was the very same God who created the world. 
The God of Israel, not the gods of the Canaanites or the Philistines, was the Creator of everything. 
“For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; he is to be feared above all gods. For all the gods of 
the peoples are worthless idols, but the Lord made the heavens” (Ps. 96:4-5).


ESSENTIAL
DOCTRINES


10       Session 1







FALL
Sin enters the story and distorts 
God’s good creation. 


CAIN AND ABEL
The depth of humanity’s fall is 
revealed in the heinous murder 
between two brothers. 


GOD CREATED 
EVERYTHING GOOD
The next critical point from the creation account is that God created 
everything good. Starting in verse 3 and going all the way through 
verse 25, God declares that each part of His creation is good.


Good. What does that mean? Why does God call each step of His 
creation good? 


• Is it morally good?  


• Is it beautiful and pleasant to the eyes? 


• Is it usable? 


The purpose and design of creation is to declare God’s glory and 
proclaim the work of His hands (Ps. 19:1) and to reveal things about 
God that are invisible to us, such as His eternal power and divine 
nature (Rom. 1:20). Because of creation, we can clearly see and 
understand these things.


It is quite stunning that we get to see the God of this universe begin 
the good work of revealing Himself. He reveals Himself in His creation, 
allowing humanity to know things about the Creator just by looking at 
creation—much like an artist leaves fingerprints on a work of art.


Romans 1:18-20
For the wrath of God is 
revealed from heaven 
against all ungodliness 
and unrighteousness 
of men, who by their 
unrighteousness suppress 
the truth. For what can 
be known about God is 
plain to them, because 
God has shown it to them. 
For his invisible attributes, 
namely, his eternal power 
and divine nature, have 
been clearly perceived, 
ever since the creation of 
the world, in the things 
that have been made. So 
they are without excuse.


The Goodness of Creation


In Genesis 1, God repeatedly affirmed 
that all of His creation was good, 
even “very good” (1:31). It is good, in 
God’s judgment, because He created 
it for a purpose that it fulfilled—to 
reflect and display the good 
character of the Creator.


ESSENTIAL
DOCTRINES
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1 Corinthians 8:5-6
For although there may be 
so-called gods in heaven or 
on earth—as indeed there 
are many “gods” and many 
“lords”—yet for us there is 
one God, the Father, from 
whom are all things and for 
whom we exist, and one 
Lord, Jesus Christ, through 
whom are all things and 
through whom we exist.


CHRIST CONNECTION
John 1:1-3,14 says: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through him, and without him was not 
any thing made that was made. … And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen 
his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.” Every time we see God speak 
things into existence, the Son is there. God created everything through His Son, and all things exist and 
hold together because of His Son.


Why is it so important that God created everything through the Son? Because through the Son, God 
gives us special revelation. Creation gives us general knowledge about God’s power and nature, but it 
fails to reveal God’s specific plan of redemption and certain things about Him. In order to know those 
things, God would have to reveal Himself personally. According to the Bible, this is exactly what God 
did through the sending of His Son.


THERE IS NOT A SQUARE INCH 
IN THE WHOLE DOMAIN OF OUR 
HUMAN EXISTENCE OVER WHICH 
CHRIST, WHO IS SOVEREIGN OVER 
ALL, DOES NOT CRY: ‘MINE!’


ABRAHAM KUYPER


NOAH
Both judgment and graciousness 
are found in the flood. 


TOWER OF BABEL
Humanity’s pride is relentless in 
seeking praise for itself; but God’s 
glory will never be dethroned. 
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YOUR STORY


God’s Story has always been designed to connect with your story. It is because of His Story 
that our stories make sense, have meaning, and carry on into eternity. Use the questions 
below to help think through how His Story connects with your own. 


 ▸ When have you experienced the goodness of God’s creation? What was your 
response in that moment? 


 ▸ Why do you think people are astounded when they see places like Yellowstone or 
the Grand Canyon? What do these experiences tell you about God?


 ▸ How are these created things good (moral, beautiful, usable)? 


 ▸ Why is belief in creation important? What are the implications if God didn’t create? 


HIS STORY 
God’s Story of 
Redemption through 
His Son, Jesus Christ. YOUR STORY


Where your story 
meets His.
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YOUR MISSION


HEAD


From the very beginning, we see that God created everything. This means, 
among other things, that the entire cosmos is in His hands. It’s all in His 
hands. Even in its broken state, He is in control of everything. 


• How does knowledge of God’s sovereignty over all creation influence 
the way you think about your circumstances? 


• Why should belief in the sovereignty of God change the way we 
handle stress and anxiety?  


HEART


Creation, though corrupted because of sin, was created good. This means 
that sunsets, waterfalls, stars, mountains, oceans, plants, animals, food, 
relationships, and a billion other things were all created good for both God’s 
glory and our enjoyment. 


• In light of this truth, how should we feel toward creation in general? 
What are some parts of creation you particularly enjoy?


• Is it possible for our hearts to idolize parts of creation? If so, how? In 
what ways can we avoid this happening to us? 


HANDS


Making much of Jesus means that we not merely shine God’s glory to 
those around us with our actions, but with our words as well. No matter 
how many “good” actions people witness from us, actions alone will never 
lead someone to a saving knowledge of God. Think of it this way: trees are 
good, but no matter how long you stare at a tree and observe its beauty, 
the tree will never be able to tell you the gospel. For that, you need words. 


• Read Matthew 28:18-20. How will fulfilling the Great Commission 
require both action and speech? 


• How will this truth challenge you in your conversations with others?
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The Point: Sin spreads 
throughout the hearts and 


actions of people.
THE STORY BEGINS  |  SESSION 4


THE SPREAD OF SIN
GENESIS 4:1-16,25-26


Sin begins with the heart.
In this passage, we see that sin is not something that can be contained. It’s not a disease that stayed 
only in the heart of Adam and Eve; it was passed on. The lie that slithered into the hearts of Adam 
and Eve slithered into the hearts of their children.


We see the spread of sin in the story of Cain’s jealousy. Both sons offered sacrifices to God from 
their respective areas of work—Cain gave produce and Abel gave some of his flock—but God only 
accepted the sacrifice of Abel. Why? We find the answer in Hebrews 11:4: “By faith, Abel offered 
to God a better sacrifice than Cain did. By faith he was approved as a righteous man, because God 
approved his gifts…”


 Y List a number of sinful actions, and then identify the sinful desires that precede them. 
Why is it important to consider sinful desires of the heart, not just sinful actions, in our 
battle against sin?


It is important to note that before Cain ever acted on the evil desires brewing in his heart, God showed 
up and spoke truth into his life. God’s grace preceded Cain’s sin, offering a way out of the temptation.


A sinful heart leads to sinful actions.
Cain heard God’s counsel to flee sin’s temptation, but he didn’t heed it. His rage gave birth to sin, and 
when sin was accomplished in his heart, it brought forth death.


Cain committed the act he had contemplated, and he shed the blood of his innocent brother. 
Just as Satan waited to pounce on Cain like a roaring lion, Cain did so to Abel. Sin is when we do to 
others what the enemy does to us. It begins with evil desires and then ends with evil actions toward 
others, actions that deserve God’s condemnation.


But notice what happens next. Just as God came to counsel Cain before the sin, He comes to talk 
with him after the sin. God is offering Cain the opportunity to repent, “Cain, where is your brother 
Abel ... What have you done?” 


Do these words sound familiar? After Adam and Eve sinned, God came with the question, “Where 
are you, Adam?” God knew exactly where Adam was, just as He knew exactly where Abel was. His 
questions were not offered in order to discover information, but as an invitation for Cain to respond 
with repentance.


Essential Doctrine
Sin’s Effects in the World: Sin does not only impact our relationship with God; it is also the root of our 
broken relationships with the people around us. Sin has infected the social structures of society, leading to 
injustice and oppression. The distorting effects of sin are visible all around us, but the good news of the gospel 
is that the battle against these powers (Eph. 6:12) will be won through the work of Christ.


HIS STORY


Leader Note: Because some content from 
the Personal Study Guide will not be available 
on the One Sheet, make sure to adapt the 
session based on how you use the material 
with your group.


© LifeWay. The Gospel Project for Students. Published in the United States of America. Permission granted to reproduce this item for church use only.







 Y Have you ever sensed God offering you a way out of temptation? What truths did God 
bring to your mind? What was the result? 


 Y Make a list of harmful things humans do to each other. Why does God care so much about 
how we treat other people? 


 Y How do you respond when you recognize the sin in your own life? 


 Y How does understanding God’s forgiving heart help us live as a reflection of His love 
for others? 


YOUR STORY


YOUR MISSION


Head
This session helps us sense the weight of sin—its heinous nature, far-reaching extent, and the 
consequences it brings into our lives. Far from thinking that sin is a small thing or that it can be 
easily overcome through self-help strategies, we quickly learn that sin is not only toxic to the human 
soul, but it has infected all of us. 


 Y How has this session altered your perception of sin?


 Y How might a right perspective on sin help us have a right understanding of God’s grace?


Heart
One of the most telling truths this session teaches is the fact that sin isn’t merely a behavioral 
problem or environmental problem. Rather, sin is a heart problem. Because sin begins with polluted 
desires of the heart, Christians should look inward to the root of their behavior when addressing sin 
within their lives. 


 Y What happens when you only focus only on the behavioral aspect of sin and not on what 
is taking place within the heart? 


 Y What are some ways you can begin to practice looking at your own heart when it comes to 
understanding patterns of sin in your life? 


Hands
Our world is still infected with sin and Christians still wrestle with the old sinful nature, but God 
call us to be salt and light in the world around us. We are to proclaim Him who can reverse the 
effects of the fall and sin, and live like His people by loving others as ourselves. 


 Y How has this session challenged you to live differently, especially in your relationships 
with others?


 Y What are some ways you can be salt and light to others this week with your actions?
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SESSION THREE


Human Rebellion


SCRIPTURE
Genesis 3:1-24


THE POINT
Sin corrupts the goodness of God’s creation.


CHARACTERS
• The Triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
• Adam and Eve: the first humans created by God in His image
• Satan: disguised as the serpent in the garden


PLOT
In the previous sessions we learned that God created the world and human beings, male 
and female, in His image. As a Father providing good things for His children, God gave 
Adam and Eve a good world to take care of and enjoy. Everything He made—sun, moon, 
stars, sea creatures, birds, trees, and fruit—all of it was good and all of it was for them. More 
importantly, God gave Himself in relationship and fellowship to the first people.


All was good, and all was well! In fact, as we’ve seen, God overlooked all that He had 
made and declared it to be “very good.” It’s hard to gain an accurate picture of this time 
given that the world we now know is not the way it was intended to be. But in the first two 
chapters of the Bible, things were exactly as they were meant to be. That is, until sin enters 
the stage in human history. 
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HIS STORY


THE FALL
Sin enters the story and 
distorts God’s good creation.


CAIN AND ABEL
The depth of humanity’s fall is 
revealed in the heinous murder 
between two brothers.


SIN LEADS TO A DISTRUST OF GOD’S WORD
As we begin to read the opening verses in chapter 3, we see that a drastic change is about to 
take place between humanity’s relationship with their Creator. And at the heart of this change 
lies an issue of trust—trusting the goodness of God and His Word. 


Human rebellion leads us to distrust the goodness of God’s Word. This is at the heart 
of human sinfulness, so it’s no surprise that Satan (disguised as a serpent) chose this line of 
temptation in the garden of Eden.


Genesis 3:1
Now the serpent was more crafty than any other 
beast of the field that the Lord God had made. He 
said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall 
not eat of any tree in the garden’?”


A LOT OF PEOPLE 
THINK THAT ‘SIN’ IS 
JUST BREAKING A RULE. 
WHAT IS AT STAKE 
HERE IS SOMETHING 
DEEPER, BIGGER, 
SADDER, UGLIER, 
MORE HEINOUS. IT 
IS A REVOLUTION. IT 
MAKES ME GOD AND 
THUS DE-GODS GOD.
D. A. CARSON


The serpent didn’t first attack with a statement, but with a 
question. His goal was to lead Adam and Eve to doubt God’s 
goodness. He followed the question with an outright lie: “You 
will not die.” Sin begins with doubting God’s goodness and 
ends with denying God’s Word.


When have you ever questioned the truthfulness of 
God’s Word?
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NOAH
Judgment and 
graciousness are 
found in the flood.


TOWER OF BABEL
Humanity’s pride is relentless in 
seeking praise for itself; but God’s  
glory will never be dethroned. 


SIN LEADS TO BROKEN 
RELATIONSHIPS WITH 
GOD AND OTHERS
The fallout from Adam and Eve’s sin began 
immediately. Their eyes were opened. 
Their rebellion caused them to have a new 
consciousness of their nakedness. Shame entered 
God’s good world. The first couple realized that 
they were naked, and so they sewed fig leaves 
together to cover themselves.


Before their sin, Adam and Eve felt no shame, 
there was nothing to hide, and they could be 
completely vulnerable before God and with each 
other in complete safety. There were fully known 
and fully loved.


And even now, we long to be known 
and loved. But shame has infected all of our 
relationships. This is why you wonder: What if 
someone I deeply care for learned how I really am 
on the inside? What if they knew the secret thoughts 
running through my mind every day? Would they 
still love me? Would they abandon me? 


God created us to be fully known and fully 
loved. But in our fallen state, we’ve convinced 
ourselves that the only way we can be loved is if 
we’re not fully known. We believe it would be 
impossible for anyone to know the depths of who 
we are and still love us. That’s why we hide.


Sin as Rebellion


Because the Bible portrays people 
as responsible beings, expected to 
respond in faith and obedience to 
God’s revelation, the Bible often 
portrays sin in terms of defiance 
and rebellion toward God the King. 
Isaiah 1:2 is one of many passages 
that describes sin in terms of 
rebellion against God: “Children 
have I reared and brought up, but 
they have rebelled against me.” 
Seen in this light, sin is personal 
and willful disobedience, the 
raising of a clinched fist toward the 
One who made us.


ESSENTIAL
DOCTRINES


Genesis 3:9-10
But the Lord God called to the 
man and said to him, “Where are 
you?” And he said, “I heard the 
sound of you in the garden, and I 
was afraid, because I was naked, 
and I hid myself.”
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THE CALLING OF 
ABRAHAM
God establishes a 
covenant with Abraham.


ABRAHAM AND ISAAC
Abraham’s faith is tested when 
commanded to sacrifice his son. 


CHRIST CONNECTION
Even though this story is a sad scene of fallenness and judgment, there is a thread of mercy. 
Before casting Adam and Eve out of paradise, God clothed them with animal skins. God 
provided the covering for Adam and Eve’s nakedness. 


Not only that, but in verse 15 God tells the serpent that the day is coming when a Son 
will be born through Eve, and even though the serpent will strike His heel, this Son of Eve 
will crush the serpent’s head. A Savior will come, and the serpent will be defeated. The evil 
unleashed in the garden will be eradicated when the Son of Eve arrives.


God’s initiative here points forward to His Son’s atoning work, when through His own 
sacrifice, He will take away the guilt of our sin and cover our shame with His righteousness.


Genesis 3:15
I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between 
your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head,  
and you shall bruise his heel.”


Because of sin, Adam and Eve were banished from paradise. Their sin separated them from 
God’s presence with no way back in except through the angel’s sword. But the day would 
come when the sword would fall on the Son of Eve on the cross. The Son would be banished 
by the Father so that we might be reunited. He would face the sword so that we could return 
from our exile.


When God’s own Son was born into this world, He undid everything that went wrong in 
Genesis 3. He answered the question that Satan put in our hearts: “Is God good? Does He 
intend good for us? Can we trust Him?” He answered that question with the nails in His hands 
and a spear through His side—with His becoming sin on our behalf that we might become the 
righteousness of God in Him (2 Cor. 5:21).
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YOUR STORY


God’s Story has always been designed to connect with your story. It is because of His Story 
that our stories make sense, have meaning, and carry on into eternity. Use the questions 
below to help think through how His Story connects with your own. 


 ▸ Are you more likely to see your sin as a “mistake” or “failure” or as an act of 
rebellion? What is the difference and how does it impact our perspective?


 ▸ What are the signs that our relationship with God has been broken? What are 
some ways we hide from God?


 ▸ Take a moment to list different ways we can see the brokenness of human 
relationships in our world. How does the gospel provide an answer for 
these realities?


 ▸ How has sin affected the different spheres of society: family, government, 
church, the environment? How can we as Christians battle the effects of sin in 
these areas?


HIS STORY
God’s Story of 
Redemption through 
His Son, Jesus Christ. YOUR STORY


Where your story 
meets His.
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YOUR MISSION


HEAD
The historical reality of the fall of humanity is essential to understanding 
ourselves and the world in which we live. It gets to the root of why 
things are the way they are—why brokenness and suffering plague both 
the human race and the world that we inhabit. Every worldview tries to 
explain why things have gone wrong, but only the Christian worldview 
gives the correct answer: we rebelled against our Creator long ago. 


• Why is it important to be able to make sense of the brokenness of 
our world? 


• How does the fall of Adam and Eve shed light on your own personal 
sins and temptations?


HEART
The fall of humanity into sin teaches that all things have been affected by 
the fall, including our very own hearts. And because our hearts have been 
affected, we are in need of new ones. In fact, this takes place in the new 
covenant that God established. Because of our condition, God knew that new 
hearts would be necessary, and that is why He promised that through Christ, 
He would take out our hearts of stone and replace them with hearts of flesh. 


• What is the connection between your heart and behavior? 
• When it comes to resolving conflict in relationships, why is it 


important that both parties look inwardly, to their own hearts, to see 
how he or she might be sinning against the other person? 


HANDS
The fall of humanity forever altered the course of human history, 
disrupting our relationship with God, with others, and with the good 
world He created. Nevertheless, God is still at work to remake that which 
has been broken. As we’ve seen throughout this session, God is on a 
mission to restore what has been lost through His Son.


• How might God use His people in the mission to restore all things 
to Himself?


• How can you trust in God’s Word this week? How might that affect 
different areas of your life?
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SESSION 5


ONE CONVERSATION


Use the following thoughts and questions to have one spiritual conversation. You can pick and choose, use them all or just allow the statement 
to be your guide. The emphasis shouldn’t be about having all the answers, but simply having a conversation.


Scripture
Genesis 6:5-22; 9:1-11


1. Opening Statement
Begin your conversation by asking about this main point:


God judges sin and provides salvation to those who trust in Him.
This main point is the biblical truth the student’s study was built around. Each week there will be one statement that ties the whole 
study together. These would be great statements to remember together. The hope is that thoughts and ideas will stem from these 
statements. You can also begin by sharing a thought of your own that you learned during your study of the same session. Ask what 
thoughts were surprising as the study was taught.


2. Thought From the Study
Noah’s family was saved not on the basis of their righteousness but on the basis of Noah’s righteousness. They were saved because 
they belonged to Noah. Likewise, we’re not saved by our own works but by the work of Jesus alone, and we’re saved only if we belong 
to Him. However, where Noah could only save seven members of his family, God has given to Jesus people from every tribe, tongue, 
and nation. The family of Jesus will be so much larger than the family of Noah. 


 Y What are some positive characteristics of Noah that we can emulate as we seek to live on mission for God?


3. Quote for Discussion
Discuss this quote together. How does this change your understanding of a relationship with Jesus?


“The story of Noah and the ark shouts to all those who persist in living apart from God about what is to come. It invites 
all to accept God’s offer of protection and safety found only by being united to Christ.” —Nancy Guthrie


4. Conversation Questions
Use these questions to begin thinking through and applying the lessons to your family life: 


1. What are some things our family does that might grieve God? What steps can we take to change?
2. What can our family learn about God’s love for us through His love for Noah?
3. How can seeing God as a loving father help us to model grace to one another?
4. God demonstrated His commitment to us through saving Noah. How can we demonstrate our commitment to one another?
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Essential Doctrine: Creation Out of Nothing
The Bible requires us to believe that God created the universe—everything visible and invisible—out of nothing (sometimes said, 
“creation ex nihilo”). This means that before God created anything, nothing else existed except God Himself. Nothing in creation is 
eternal; every created thing has a beginning. Therefore, the eternal God rules over all of His creation and He alone is worthy of worship. 
Denial of this doctrine has implications for God’s independence from, sovereignty over, and providence in creation. Because God created 
out of nothing, creation has meaning and purpose and points us to the Creator.


Scripture: Genesis 1:1; Psalm 19:1-4; John 1:1-3; Romans 1:20; Colossians 1:16; Revelation 4:11


MIDWEEK EVENT
THE STORY BEGINS  //  SESSION 1  //  IN THE BEGINNING, GOD…


This midweek study will explore why it’s important for students to recognize that God created the world and everything in it out of nothing. 
Use the following outline, activity, playlist, and video ideas to lead a midweek event for your students.


1  Creation includes all things, both visible and 
invisible. (Gen. 1:1; Col. 1:16)


When we say that God created all things visible, that’s another 
way to say that God created everything in the material (physical) 
universe out of nothing. This includes planets and people to the 
smallest microscopic particles. When we say that God created all 
things invisible, we are affirming that God also created things 
that are immaterial as well (not made up of physical parts), such 
as the human soul.


2   Creation had a starting point. (Gen. 1:1; John 1:1-3; 
Rev. 4:11)


The fact that creation had a starting point and isn’t eternal is 
troublesome for many people, particularly atheists. In fact, even 
the most secular theories of the origins of the universe claim 
that the world began at a certain time (despite the debate on 
exactly when that took place). Atheists believe it is impossible 
for something to come from nothing, which is why they have an 
extremely difficult time accepting the truth of creation. However, 
when filtered through a biblical worldview, it is perfectly 
reasonable to understand that an all-powerful God created all 
things out of nothing.


3   Creation reveals the nature and character of God. 
(Ps. 19:1-4; Rom. 1:20)


There are many people who think of creation as having ultimate 
control, sometimes hinted at in the phrase Mother Nature. 
We often refer to this as worshiping creation over the Creator. 
However, because God is the author of creation, this means that 
He is not only sovereign over all parts of it, but that He uses it 
to accomplish His purposes and will. Creation points us to a 
loving and sovereign God, bearing the marks of His power and 
goodness much like a potter leaving fingerprints in his own work.


Opening Activity


Distribute an index card to each student as they arrive, then lead 
them to list a man-made product on one side of their card. On 
the other side, they should list the materials necessary to create 
the product (to the best of their knowledge). Call on volunteers 
to share what they’ve written, then ask: What materials were 
required to create the world? What is the difference between 
creative humans and Creator God? Point out that God created 
the entire world ex nihilo—He had no supplies or materials from 
which to begin. He created everything from nothing.


Worship/Playlist Ideas


 Y “ Everything Glorious” by David Crowder Band 
(Remedy, Sparrow/sixstepsrecords, 2007)


 Y “ All Things New” by Steven Curtis Chapman 
(All Things New, Sparrow, 2004)


 Y “ Indescribable” by Chris Tomlin 
(Arriving, Sparrow/sixstepsrecords, 2004)


Video Idea(s)


 Y “Which Came First?” BluefishTV.com


 Y “Accidental Masterpiece” BluefishTV.com







1  Creation includes all things, both visible and 
invisible. (Gen. 1:1; Col. 1:16)


Option: Display a variety of craft supplies (anything you 
can find) on one or more tables. Post a “Create Something” 
sign. Direct students to the table(s) without any additional 
instructions. Allow at least five minutes for students to create 
something using the materials provided. Invite students to share 
their creations.


 Y What are some other items you’ve created? (school project, 
music, art) What did you use to create these?


Read Genesis 1:1.
 Y  What did God use to create the world?


Share the following meaning of ex nihilo: Latin for “from 
nothing.” The term “creation ex nihilo” refers to God creating 
everything from nothing. God didn’t make the universe from 
preexisting building blocks. He started from scratch.


Read Colossians 1:16.
 Y  Who is this verse referring to? What does “all things have been 


created through Him and for Him” mean?
Because God created all things, everything is under His authority.


 Y  How does the complexity of cells in plants, animals, and 
humans demonstrate God’s sovereignty?


2   Creation had a starting point.  
(Gen. 1:1; John 1:1-3; Rev. 4:11)


Read Genesis 1:1 and John 1:1-3.
 Y How can we know that everything started with God? Where 


did God come from?
The words “In the beginning God” reveal the existence of God 
from the very start.


 Y Is the truth that God has always existed hard for you to 
comprehend? Why or why not?


 Y According to John 1:1-3, in what ways was Jesus involved in 
creation? Why do you think it’s important to acknowledge 
that Jesus was with God at creation?


MIDWEEK DISCUSSION
THE STORY BEGINS  //  SESSION 1  //  IN THE BEGINNING, GOD…


This midweek study will explore why it’s important for students to recognize that God created the world and everything in it out of nothing. Use the following 
main points, Scriptures, teaching/discussion ideas, and questions to help students gain a better understanding of the essential doctrine for this session.


The Bible allows no place for atheism and no room for doubt about 
how God has spoken—through the Word. Before there was a 
beginning, the Word had been coequal with God throughout all 
eternity. … So Jesus, the Word, is eternal and personal. Nothing 
can separate the heavenly Father from his Son. (Holman New 
Testament Commentary)


Read Revelation 4:11.
 Y What makes God worthy to receive “glory and honor 


and power”?
God not only created the universe, He sustains it.


 Y Does your life testify to God’s glory, honor, and power? Why 
or why not? What are some ways you will be more intentional 
about making sure your life honors God this week?


3   Creation reveals the nature and character of God. 
(Ps. 19:1-4; Rom. 1:20)


 Y If someone were to ask you how you know God exists, how 
would you answer?


Read Psalm 19:1-4.
Creation is evidence of the even more majestic Creator-God. (The 
Bible Knowledge Commentary)


 Y What evidence of God do you see in creation?
 Y Do you need someone to remind you to do your homework? 


Take out the trash? Eat? What are some reminders people use 
so that they won’t forget to do certain things?


Read Romans 1:20.
 Y What are God’s “invisible attributes”? (His power, divine nature)
 Y What do you think Paul meant by the phrase “people are 


without excuse”?
We have no excuse for not acknowledging God. All of 
creation reminds us that God is our sovereign Creator and 
worthy of our worship.


 Y How have you seen God’s goodness in creation? His power?
 Y How does knowing God as your Creator help you trust Him to 


speak into all areas of your life?


Essential Doctrine: Creation Out of Nothing
The Bible requires us to believe that God created the universe—everything visible and invisible—out of nothing (sometimes said, 
“creation ex nihilo”). This means that before God created anything, nothing else existed except God Himself. Nothing in creation is 
eternal; every created thing has a beginning. Therefore, the eternal God rules over all of His creation and He alone is worthy of worship. 
Denial of this doctrine has implications for God’s independence from, sovereignty over, and providence in creation. Because God created 
out of nothing, creation has meaning and purpose and points us to the Creator.







Essential Doctrine: The Goodness of Creation
In Genesis 1, God repeatedly affirmed that all of His creation was good, even “very good” (1:31). It is good, in God’s judgment, because 
He created it for a purpose that it fulfilled—to reflect and display the good character of the Creator. Therefore, sin and evil should not be 
seen as a foundational part of the creation but rather as a corruption of it. While the creation has been marred and distorted as a result 
of sin, it is still good in the hands of God and serves His purpose of proclaiming His glory in the world. God’s people should affirm and 
seek to preserve the goodness of God’s creation (Gen. 2:15).


Scripture: Genesis 1:31; 2:15; Psalm 19:1-6; Romans 8:18-22; Revelation 21:1-2


MIDWEEK EVENT
THE STORY BEGINS  //  SESSION 1  //  IN THE BEGINNING, GOD…


This midweek study will explore why it’s important for students to recognize the goodness of creation. 
Use the following outline, activity, playlist, and video ideas to lead a midweek event for your students.


1  God created all things good. (Gen. 1:31)


The early chapters of Genesis leave no doubt in the reader’s 
mind that all of God’s creation was created good and without sin. 
From the largest planets to the smallest organisms, from various 
foods to human relationships, all things were originally good and 
without sin.


2   God’s creation has purpose. (Gen. 2:15; Ps. 19:1-6)


Not only was creation created good, but creation was also 
infused with design and purpose from the very beginning. 
Creation has always been intended to reflect God and display His 
glory. The fact that creation was created good and without sin 
tells us something about the good and holy character of God.


3   God’s creation will one day be restored.  
(Rom. 8:18-22; Rev. 21:1-2)


Even though sin has corrupted creation and distorted it from 
its original design, creation itself will one day experience a 
restoration when Christ returns to make all things new again. 
Christians should look forward to that future redemption and 
seek to preserve and proclaim to others the goodness that God 
has created.


Opening Activity


Dig through your junk drawer at home and find an old watch 
that doesn’t work anymore, or just buy a really cheap watch. 
Before the session, enlist a student who can ham it up in front 
of everyone. Explain that you are going to give him this watch 
and that after a few minutes he is going throw it on the ground, 
stomp on it, smash it with a hammer, and so forth.


Wear the watch on your wrist as you welcome students to the 
meeting. After a few minutes, call your “plant” to the front and 
present him with the watch. Lay it on thick, sharing with the 
group that you are giving him this gift because you love him, you 
care about him, and you want him to have something special. 
Then, react with shock as he takes your gift and destroys it. 


Discuss with students how they would feel if they saw 
someone abusing a gift they had given them. Point out that this 
study will help students consider how sin is a corruption of the 
world God gave us, and that we should seek to preserve and 
proclaim the goodness of God’s creation.


Worship/Playlist Ideas


 Y “ Everything Glorious” by David Crowder Band 
(Remedy, Sparrow/sixstepsrecords, 2007)


 Y “ All Things New” by Steven Curtis Chapman 
(All Things New, Sparrow, 2004)


 Y “ Indescribable” by Chris Tomlin 
(Arriving, Sparrow/sixstepsrecords, 2004)


Video Idea(s)


 Y “Creating the World” from Toby Making Friends (Bugbox 
Animation, 2013) WingClips.com







1  God created all things good. (Gen. 1:31) 


Invite students to call out some comments teachers often 
make on assignments. After they have identified several, write 
the words “Very Good!” on the board or a large sheet of paper.


 Y What does it say about your work when you earn a “Very 
Good!” on one of your assignments?


Read Genesis 1:31.
 Y How does this verse describe God’s creation?


The early chapters of Genesis leave no doubt in the reader’s 
mind that all of God’s creation was created good and without 
sin. From the largest planets to the smallest organisms, 
from various foods to human relationships, all things were 
originally good.


 Y What does the “very good” creation tell us about God Himself?
The fact that creation was created good and without sin 
affirms the good and holy character of God.


 Y What is your response when you consider all the good things 
God created? (praise, thanksgiving, hope, belief, etc.)


2   God’s creation has purpose. (Gen. 2:15; Ps. 19:1-6) 


Option: Display several different tools for students. Discuss the 
intended purpose of each.


 Y What is the purpose of creation?


Read Psalm 19:1-6.
Not only was creation good, but creation was infused with 
design and purpose from the very beginning. Creation has 
always been intended to reflect God and declare His glory. 


 Y What in nature fills you with the most awe of God and His 
glory? Why?


Read Genesis 2:15.
 Y What two things did God place man in the garden to do? Does 


this seem like a difficult assignment? Explain.
God assigned Adam a purposeful existence that included 


MIDWEEK DISCUSSION
THE STORY BEGINS  //  SESSION 1  //  IN THE BEGINNING, GOD…


This midweek study will explore why it’s important for students to recognize the goodness of creation. Use the following main points, Scriptures, teaching/
discussion ideas, and questions to help students gain a better understanding of the essential doctrine for this session.


the responsibility to oversee His creation. Some people think 
work and responsibility are a result of sin, but keep in mind 
that work was given to man from God before sin. It was a 
God-given assignment. 


 Y In what ways are we to continue to care for creation today? 
Why is this important?
In following through on our responsibility as managers of 
creation, we declare the glory of God.


 Y How would you rate your effectiveness in caring for God’s 
creation?


3   God’s creation will one day be restored. 
(Rom. 8:18-22; Rev. 21:1-2)


 Y How do you think Adam’s job of being a caretaker of creation 
changed after sin entered the world?
When sin entered the world, all of creation was subjected 
to the curse of decay and death. While work is not a 
punishment,it did become harder in many ways as a result 
of sin.


Read Romans 8:18-22 and Revelation 21:1-2.
 Y What hope do these Scripture passages offer believers?


At present, the creation reflects the curse of sin; when sin is 
finally removed from the children of God, the creation will 
spring forth in glory. (Holman New Testament Commentary)


WRAP IT UP


 Y What would you say to someone who admires the beauty of 
nature, but does not believe that it testifies to the existence of 
a Creator? 


 Y How would you prepare to share with that person why you 
believe nature declares God’s existence?
Provide index cards. Challenge students to write one way they 
can be caretakers of creation this week. Pray that God, the 
Creator, will help students remember their responsibility to 
care for His “very good” creation.


Essential Doctrine: The Goodness of Creation
In Genesis 1, God repeatedly affirmed that all of His creation was good, even “very good” (1:31). It is good, in God’s judgment, because 
He created it for a purpose that it fulfilled—to reflect and display the good character of the Creator. Therefore, sin and evil should not be 
seen as a foundational part of the creation but rather as a corruption of it. While the creation has been marred and distorted as a result 
of sin, it is still good in the hands of God and serves His purpose of proclaiming His glory in the world. God’s people should affirm and 
seek to preserve the goodness of God’s creation (Gen. 2:15).








SESSION FOUR


The Spread of Sin


SESSION SUMMARY
In this session we will see how sin spread from Adam and Eve to their descendants—Cain and Abel. 
Sin begins with evil desires that lead to actions against God and our neighbors, actions that deserve 
God’s condemnation. Thankfully, God offers a merciful promise powerful enough to overcome our 
sin, and through His grace we are rescued.


SCRIPTURE
Genesis 4:1-16,25-26
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THE POINT


Sin spreads throughout the hearts and actions of people.


INTRO/STARTER  5-10 MINUTES


Option 1
Share the following scenario with students: You can feel your heart in your throat. Your mind is 
fixated, focused, and at the same time it seems like it’s not working at all. Your conscience tells your 
wayward heart: “No! You shouldn’t do what you’re about to do!” 


Perhaps you are with your friends and you feel a word of gossip churning in the pit of your stomach. 
Perhaps you are alone and feel the lure of a pornographic website. Perhaps you are angry, and even 
though you know it’s wrong and hate when this happens, you can’t stop the volcanic rage bubbling up 
inside of you.


State that whether it’s sexual sin, gossip, lying, anger, stealing, or hidden sins like pride, 
covetousness, or idolatry of the heart, we all understand the luring and enticing power of sin. We know 
we should resist, but often we do it anyway. 


Point out that the Bible exposes the ugliness of sin because the Bible magnifies the beauty of 
salvation. You see, when it comes to sin, we’re never in danger of understanding our sin too much; 
we’re always in danger of understanding our sin too little. A shallow diagnosis of a sickness doesn’t lead 
to a cure; it leaves us with incomplete remedies that provide no hope of getting well. 


• What might be some “incomplete remedies” the world recommends for dealing with sins 
like anger, lust, or lying? What makes these remedies insufficient?


Option 2
Separate students into groups. Instruct each group to select a law or command from the Bible, then 
share their commands with you before proceeding (to be sure each group has different commands). 
(Examples: Matt. 4:10; 5:16; 6:19; 7:1; Heb. 12:14; 13:2; etc.)


Challenge students to create a skit showing “the wrong way” and “the right way” to obey that 
command. In the “wrong way” skit, the student should still obey the command, but do it with a wrong 
heart. In the “right way” skit, the student should obey the command from a joyful and willing heart.


Invite groups to present their skits, keeping their commands secret. Then lead the rest of the 
students to guess which command the group acted out.


Discuss the differences and similarities between the two scenes. Did they look different or similar? 
If they looked similar, reinforce how religious deeds can often mask disobedience. If they looked 
different, talk about how our actions and behaviors flow from whatever state our heart is in, which is 
why it is important to never ignore what’s going on inside of us.
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THE POINT


Sin spreads throughout the hearts and actions of people. 


CHARACTERS
• The Triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit


• Cain: first son born to Adam and Eve


• Abel: second son born to Adam and Eve


PLOT
In the previous session we saw how everything good God created in Genesis 1–2 was affected by the sinful 
choice of the first human beings. Instead of believing in God’s Word and living under God’s rule, Adam and Eve 
disobeyed and turned from God. It was a dismal turn of events from the joyful opening acts we saw in the first 
two chapters of Genesis. Yet even in the midst of this loss and despair, hope would be given in the promise 
of God to the man and the woman—the promise of One to come who would restore that which was lost and 
crush the head of the serpent.


Though Genesis 3 ended with the banishment of Adam and Eve for their rebellion, Genesis 4 opens with 
hope: Eve gives birth to two children and gives credit to “the Lord’s help.” As we read, don’t miss the hopeful 
note at the beginning of this chapter—that God has started to fulfill His promise to give a son to Eve who 
would defeat the serpent. 


And the hope that this promise would be fulfilled was all the more pressing as we see sin spread like 
cancer through the first family of the human race. Let’s take a look.


HIS STORY   15-20 MINUTES
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SIN BEGINS WITH THE HEART
Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, 
saying, “I have gotten a man with the help of the Lord.” And again, 
she bore his brother Abel. Now Abel was a keeper of sheep, and 
Cain a worker of the ground. In the course of time Cain brought 
to the Lord an offering of the fruit of the ground, and Abel also 
brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat portions. And 
the Lord had regard for Abel and his offering, but for Cain and his 
offering he had no regard. So Cain was very angry, and his face fell. 
The Lord said to Cain, “Why are you angry, and why has your face 
fallen? If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not 
do well, sin is crouching at the door. Its desire is for you, but you 
must rule over it.” (Gen. 4:1-7)


In this passage, we see that sin is not something that can be contained. It’s not 
a disease that stayed only in the heart of Adam and Eve; it was passed on. The 
lie that slithered into the hearts of Adam and Eve slithered into the hearts of 
their children.


We see the spread of sin in the story of Cain’s jealousy. Both sons offered 
sacrifices to God from their respective areas of work—Cain gave produce and 
Abel gave some of his flock—but God only accepted the sacrifice of Abel. Why? 
We find the answer in Hebrews 11:4: “By faith Abel offered to God a more 
acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through which he was commended as righteous, 
God commending him by accepting his gifts.”


Abel’s offering was accepted by God because he offered it in faith. When Cain 
realized that his offering was rejected, something started brewing in his heart, 
something dark and consuming. He was well on the way to following in his 
parents’ footsteps.


• Invite students to spend a few moments identifying a number of sinful 
actions as you list them on the board or a large sheet of paper. Then 
identify the sinful desires that precede them. 


• Why is it important to consider sinful desires of the heart, not just 
sinful actions, in our battle against sin? (p. 28, PSG)


It is important to note that before Cain ever acted on the evil desires brewing 
in his heart, God showed up and spoke truth into his life. God’s grace 
preceded Cain’s sin, offering a way out of the temptation.


TIMELINE


CAIN AND ABEL
The depth of 
humanity's fall 
is revealed in the 
heinous murder 
between two 
brothers.


NOAH
Judgment and 
graciousness are 
found in the flood.


TOWER OF 
BABEL
Humanity's pride is 
relentless in seeking 
praise for itself; but 
God's glory will never 
be dethroned.
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This is because God takes sin seriously. He encouraged Cain to kill the sinful 
desire within him before it killed him. If we were to hurry through this story, we 
might miss the beauty of God’s intervention. We might think that humanity is 
already a lost cause. But that’s not what God is like. God is not indifferent to sin, 
because God is not indifferent to humanity. Love intervenes. And the intervention 
in this passage shows us that God cares deeply about each and every act of sin in 
this world. Every unjust act matters and will be accounted for. No good or evil 
deed escapes His notice.


God’s counsel to Cain was to reject the temptation and to master the sinful 
desire. Do right by ruling over it! Don’t obey its command! 


Like Cain, we are well acquainted with the way these evil desires war against 
us and lead us to sinful actions. We, too, have ignored God’s counsel on countless 
occasions. In our sinfulness, we reject that counsel—and so does Cain. Evil 
desires give birth to evil deeds.


A SINFUL HEART LEADS TO SINFUL ACTIONS
Cain heard God’s counsel to flee sin’s temptation, but he didn’t heed it. His 
rage gave birth to sin, and when sin was accomplished in his heart, it brought 
forth death.


Cain spoke to Abel his brother. And when they were in the field, Cain 
rose up against his brother Abel and killed him. Then the Lord said 
to Cain, “Where is Abel your brother?” He said, “I do not know; am I 
my brother’s keeper?” And the Lord said, “What have you done? The 
voice of your brother’s blood is crying to me from the ground. And 
now you are cursed from the ground, which has opened its mouth 
to receive your brother’s blood from your hand. When you work the 
ground, it shall no longer yield to you its strength. You shall be a 
fugitive and a wanderer on the earth.” (Gen. 4:8-12)


Cain committed the act he had contemplated, and he shed the blood of his 
innocent brother. Just as Satan waited to pounce on Cain like a roaring lion, 
Cain did so to Abel. Sin is when we do to others what the enemy does to us. It 


Sin’s Effects in the World


Sin does not only impact our relationship with God; it is also the root of our broken 
relationships with the people around us. Human sinfulness is the reason why the creation 
groans in anticipation for redemption and deliverance from its bondage to evil powers 
(Rom. 8:22). Sin has infected and redirected the social structures of society, leading to 
injustice and oppression. The distorting effects of sin are visible all around us, but the 
good news of the gospel is that the battle against these powers (Eph. 6:12) will be won 
through the work of Christ.
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begins with evil desires and then ends with evil actions toward others, actions 
that deserve God’s condemnation.


But notice what happens next. Just as God came to counsel Cain before 
the sin, He comes to talk with him after the sin. God is offering Cain the 
opportunity to repent, “Where is Abel your brother? ... What have you done?”


Do these words sound familiar? After Adam and Eve sinned, God came with 
the question, “Where are you, Adam?” God knew exactly where Adam was, just 
as He knew exactly where Abel was. His questions were not offered in order to 
discover information, but as an invitation for Cain to respond with repentance. 


The same is true with us. Whenever we sin, God doesn’t first come with fierce 
accusations, but with a gentle invitation to repent. In the moment of temptation, 
God calls us to resist sin, and in the moment of sin, God gives us the opportunity 
to repent and turn back to Him. Unfortunately, in Cain’s case, he didn’t respond 
with repentance but with a lie (“I do not know”) and a question (“Am I my 
brother’s keeper?”) that revealed the indifference of his hateful heart.
There’s nothing in the passage that indicates Cain ever repented of his sin and 
received salvation. But everything in the passage points to a God who, in love, 
withheld the full extent of His just judgment toward Cain, at least for a time. 
God treated Cain better than he deserved.


The God who shows mercy is the God who will keep His promises. God 
promised a son to Eve who would crush the serpent’s head. With Cain in rebellion 
and Abel dead, the situation seemed dire. 


But God gave Adam and Eve another son named Seth. And through the 
lineage of Seth, four thousand years later, the promised Son of Eve would be born. 
And at the cross, blood would be shed once again, but this time the blood of the 
promised Son would not just be shed by sin; the blood would be shed for sin.


TIMELINE


THE CALLING 
OF ABRAHAM
God establishes 
a covenant 
with Abraham.


ABRAHAM 
AND ISAAC
Abraham's faith 
is tested when 
commanded to 
sacrifice his son. 


ABRAHAM'S 
HEIRS 
RECEIVE THE 
PROMISE
The promise of the 
covenant is passed 
to Abraham's 
descendants.


GOING FURTHER WITH THE STORY
Although the only other humans mentioned thus far are his parents, Cain’s fear of 
retaliation for the murder of Abel is understandable. Adam fathered many children during 
his 930 years (5:4-5), producing future generations that could exact revenge. That God 
marked to safeguard Cain does not contradict the divine provision of capital punishment 
(9:6). By this sign, God declares that the taking of life is His prerogative, in contrast to 
Cain’s presumptuous murder of Abel.1
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CHRIST CONNECTION
Looking at Cain’s story forces us to look at our own story. We may not have 
committed murder, but we have witnessed ourselves fail by sinning countless 
times. So what now? What do we do after we’ve traded God’s counsel for the 
empty promises of sin? How do we prevent the guilt and shame of sin from 
paralyzing us from seeking God? 


Hebrews 12:24 speaks to us of Jesus’ blood in comparison to Abel’s: “and 
to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that 
speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.” Abel’s blood, the blood shed by 
sin, was crying out—crying out in angst because justice needed to be done. 
But Jesus’ blood, the blood shed for sin, calmly speaks—and it speaks a better 
word than the blood of Abel because justice has now been served. 


The promised mercy of God is what overcomes sin, and this is why we look to 
God for salvation and power in our mission. As Christians, we see ourselves in the 
person of Cain, but we also see ourselves in light of the cross. The cross is where 
God displayed the fullness of His justice by pouring out His wrath toward sin. 
The cross is where God displayed the fullness of His mercy by extending grace 
to us through His Son. And now, we seek to slow the spread of sin by pointing 
others to the God who forgives, transforms, and grants repentance.


If you’re in Christ today, all of God’s wrath against your sins has been poured 
out on Jesus at the cross. God faithfully kept the promise He made in Genesis 3 
to send His Son to crush the head of the serpent. Through Christ our sins can 
be overcome.
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GROUP QUESTIONS
God’s Story has always been designed to connect with your story. It is because of His Story that 
our stories make sense, have meaning, and carry on into eternity. Use the questions below to 
help think through how His Story connects with your own. 


• Have you ever sensed God offering you a way out of temptation? What truths 
did God bring to your mind? What was the result? Answers will vary. You may want 
to help students stay on track by giving an example from your own life.  


• Make a list of harmful things humans do to each other. Why does God care so 
much about how we treat other people? After giving various responses to the first 
question, help students understand that God cares how we treat others. Reasons might 
include: 1) people are created in His image, and 2) love and grace are reflective of how 
God relates to us. 


• How do you respond when you recognize the sin in your own life? Some 
people, like Cain, respond to sin in their lives with regret—they are sorrowful over the 
consequences of their sin and/or of getting caught, but they are not repentant of the sin 
itself. Repentance involves not only recognizing and admitting that the sin was wrong, 
but also actively turning away from the sin and turning toward Christ.   
 


• How does understanding God’s forgiving heart help us live as a reflection of 
His love for others? When we rightly understand our sin and the forgiveness found in 
Christ, we become motivated to share His good news to those who need His love and 
forgiveness as well.


YOUR STORY   10-15 MINUTES


HIS STORY
God’s Story of 
Redemption 
through His Son, 
Jesus Christ.


YOUR STORY
Where your story 
meets His.
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HEAD


This session helps us sense the weight of sin—its heinous nature, far-reaching extent, and the 
consequences it brings into our lives. Far from thinking that sin is a small thing or that it can be easily 
overcome through self-help strategies, we quickly learn that sin is not only toxic to the human soul, but it 
has infected all of us. 


• How has this session altered your perception of sin? Answers to this question will vary.
• How might a right perspective on sin help us have a right understanding of God’s grace? The 


point of this question is to help students realize that someone’s understanding of sin will affect his or 
her appreciation of God’s grace. If a person has a weak view of sin, then they will think little of God’s 
grace. If they have a biblical view of sin and its horrific consequences, then God’s grace is recognized 
for what it truly is—amazing. 


HEART


One of the most telling truths this session teaches is the fact that sin isn’t merely a behavioral problem 
or environmental problem. Rather, sin is a heart problem. Because sin begins with polluted desires of the 
heart, Christians should look inward to the root of their behavior when addressing sin within their lives. 


• What happens when you only focus only on the behavioral aspect of sin and not on what 
is taking place within the heart? If we only focus on sinful behavior and never address our broken 
hearts, we can easily become like the Pharisees who tried to look good on the outside but were dead 
on the inside.


• What are some ways you can begin to practice looking at your own heart when it comes to 
understanding patterns of sin in your life? Answers to this question will vary, but may include 
self-reflection (asking what is going on in my heart that would cause me to act this way or think 
this way).


HANDS


Our world is still infected with sin and Christians still wrestle with the old sinful nature, but God calls us to 
be salt and light in the world around us. We are to proclaim Him who can reverse the effects of the fall and 
sin, and live like His people by loving others as ourselves. 


• How has this session challenged you to live differently, especially in your relationships with 
others? Answers to this question will vary.


• What are some ways you can be salt and light to others this week with your actions? 
Answers to this question will vary.


YOUR MISSION   10-15 MINUTES
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ADDITIONAL INFO


SOURCES
1. Kenneth A. Mathews, in The Apologetics Study Bible (Nashville: B&H, 2007), 12, n. 4:12,16-17; n. 4:15.


ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
Check out the following additional resources:


• Leader Training Videos
• One Conversations
• Midweek Studies
• Circular Timeline Poster
• App (for both leader and student)


Additional suggestions for specific groups are available at
GospelProject.com/AdditionalResources


And for free online training on how to lead a group visit
MinistryGrid.com/web/TheGospelProject
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Essential Doctrine: Sins Effects in the World
Sin does not only impact our relationship with God; it is also the root of our broken relationships with the people around us. Human 
sinfulness is the reason the creation groans in anticipation for redemption and deliverance from its bondage to evil powers (Rom. 8:20-
22). Sin has infected and redirected the social structures of society, leading to injustice and oppression. The distorting effects of sin are 
visible all around us, but the good news of the gospel is that the battle against these powers will be won through the work of Christ.


Scripture: Genesis 2:15; 3:23; 4:1-8; Romans 1:18-25; Colossians 1:20–2:3


MIDWEEK EVENT
THE STORY BEGINS  //  SESSION 4  //  THE SPREAD OF SIN


This midweek study will explore why it’s important for students to recognize sins effects in the world. 
Use the following outline, activity, playlist, and video ideas to lead a midweek event for your students.


1  Sin distorts our relationship with others.  
(Gen. 4:1-8; Rom. 1:18-25)


Sin has not only negatively affected our relationship with God—
it has also negatively impacted our relationships with other 
people. We see this from the very beginning between Adam 
and Eve when they sinned against God in the garden, quickly 
followed with the relationship between two of their sons, Cain 
and Abel. The biblical storyline gives further evidence to this 
distortion as it bears witness to enmity, strife, conflict, violence, 
and war in the world of mankind.


2   Sin distorts our relationship with creation.  
(Gen. 2:15; 3:23; Rom. 8:20-22)


Not only does sin distort our relationships with others, but it 
has also disrupted our relationship with the rest of creation as 
originally intended and designed by God from the beginning. 
Humanity was given stewardship by God over creation, intended 
to be co-managers with God over it. Because of sin, however, 
humanity has failed to rightly steward, resulting in a broken 
relationship between us and the rest of creation.


3   Jesus restores our broken relationships. 
(Col. 1:20–2:3)


The gospel not only promises that one day all things will be made 
new again, but also that a present restoration of these broken 
relationships begins to take place for those who are in Christ. It is 
only through the gospel that broken relationships can be restored, 
that enemies can become reconciled, and a renewed stewardship 
of our responsibilities as co-managers with God over creation can 
begin to take place.


Opening Activity


Fireball contest: Allow volunteers to come to the front and face 
the audience. Place a bowl of Atomic Fireballs® candy nearby and 
instruct them to put several pieces of the candy in their mouth 
when you say go. The contestant who can stand still the longest 
with the fireball candy in their mouth wins. Allow participants to 
share about their experience. Highlight the fact that as the candy 
heated up in their mouths it became increasingly harder to stand 
still. The same is true in our spiritual lives. If we allow anger and 
frustration to heat up within us, we will eventually explode either 
in our words or in our actions. 


Worship/Playlist Ideas


 Y “ Slow Fade” by Casting Crowns 
(The Altar and the Door, Reunion Records, 2007)


 Y “ Remedy” by David Crowder Band 
(Remedy, Sparrow/sixstepsrecords, 2007)


 Y “ All Things New” by Steven Curtis Chapman 
(All Things New, Sparrow, 2004)


 Y “ Oceans (Where Feet May Fail” by Hillsong UNITED 
(Zion, Hillsong Music, 2013)


Video Idea(s)


 Y “Anger Only Makes Things Worse” BluefishTV.com







1  Sin distorts our relationship with others.  
(Gen. 4:1-8; Rom. 1:18-25)


Option: Share the following stats from www.cdc.gov: Homicide 
was the 2nd leading cause of death of 10-24 year olds in 2010; 
31.5% of high school students report having been in a physical 
fight in the last year; Over 19% of high schoolers report being 
bullied at school; 16% of all violent crime arrests in 2008 were 
people under age 18.


 Y What is at the root of all of these statistics?
Sin has not only negatively affected our relationship with 
God—it has also negatively impacted our relationships with 
other people. We see this from the very beginning between 
Adam and Eve when they sinned against God in the garden, 
quickly followed with the relationship between two of their 
sons, Cain and Abel. 


Read Genesis 4:1-8.
 Y Why did Cain feel wronged in this situation? 
 Y What warning did the Lord give Cain concerning the danger of 


sin? What wisdom did the Lord impart to Cain?
God’s advice was that if Cain would please God by doing 
what is right, all would be well. But if not sin would be 
crouching at his door, ready to overcome him. (The Bible 
Knowledge Commentary)


 Y What are examples of how sin continues to distort our 
relationships today? (broken relationships, strife, conflict, 
violence, war, etc.)
The image of sin crouching at the door is a powerful picture 
of Satan’s relentless attempts to kill, steal, and destroy. The 
Lord says we must rule over sin. 


2   Sin distorts our relationship with creation.  
(Gen. 2:15; 3:23; Rom. 8:20-22)


Read Gen. 2:15 and 3:23.
 Y What was Adam’s responsibility in Eden? How did that change 


after he sinned?


MIDWEEK DISCUSSION
THE STORY BEGINS  //  SESSION 4  //  THE SPREAD OF SIN


This midweek study will explore why it’s important for students to recognize the effects of sin in the world. Use the following main points, Scriptures, 
teaching/discussion ideas, and questions to help students gain a better understanding of the essential doctrine for this session.


Not only does sin distort our relationships with others, but it 
has also disrupted our relationship with the rest of creation as 
originally intended and designed by God from the beginning. 
Humanity was given stewardship by God over creation, 
intended to be co-managers with God over it. Because of sin, 
however, humanity has failed to rightly steward, resulting in a 
broken relationship between us and the rest of creation.


Read Romans 8:20-22.
All of creation suffers under the curse of sin. The fall turned 
a perfect world into a fallen one. The new reality was that sin, 
death, disease, decay, loss, and so forth became a part of the 
world.


 Y What hope do we have as part of a fallen world?


3   Jesus restores our broken relationships. 
(Col. 1:20–2:3)


 Y What does it mean to be reconciled?
To be reconciled is to be made right with someone.


Read Colossians 1:20–2:3.
 Y Why were we alienated from God? (see v. 21) How did Jesus 


change that for us?
Jesus came and died in our place so that we could be 
reconciled to (made right with) God. 


 Y What is the “mystery” Paul described in these verses?
Jesus gives us the opportunity to know God; Jesus is God 
revealed in the flesh. 


WRAP IT UP


The gospel not only promises that one day all things will be made 
new again, but also that a present restoration of these broken 
relationships begins to take place for those who are in Christ. It is 
only through the gospel that broken relationships can be restored, 
that enemies can become reconciled, and a renewed stewardship 
of our responsibilities as co-managers with God over creation can 
begin to take place.


Essential Doctrine: Sins Effects in the World
Sin does not only impact our relationship with God; it is also the root of our broken relationships with the people around us. Human 
sinfulness is the reason the creation groans in anticipation for redemption and deliverance from its bondage to evil powers (Rom. 8:20-
22). Sin has infected and redirected the social structures of society, leading to injustice and oppression. The distorting effects of sin are 
visible all around us, but the good news of the gospel is that the battle against these powers will be won through the work of Christ.








SESSION SIX


The Creator Slows 
the Spread of Evil


SESSION SUMMARY
In this session we see humanity’s propensity for inventing ways to build up our own prestige and 
bring honor to ourselves. As we build our kingdoms and lift up our own name, God sees our plans. 
He judges our attempts to increase our power, and in His judgment of our idolatrous desires, He 
shows mercy by slowing the spread of evil. And after He saves us, He gives us the mission of scattering 
throughout the world to praise the name of His Son.


SCRIPTURE
Genesis 11:1-9
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THE POINT


God judges and disrupts human attempts to thwart His glory. 


INTRO/STARTER  5-10 MINUTES


Option 1
Have you ever wished for a fresh start? A re-do at something? Perhaps you look at the school activities 
you’re involved in and wish you had chosen something else. Perhaps it’s something you did wrong, a 
moment when something you said or did really hurt someone and now you wish you could take it back. 
You wish you could go back in time. If only there were a “reset” button!


• What event in your past do you wish you could change? 
• What is a choice in your past you would make differently with hindsight?


As we reenter the Genesis narrative, we see that God has essentially given humanity a “reset.” We’ve 
seen how, through Adam and Eve’s disobedience, sin entered the world for the first time. Their initial 
act of disobedience and distrust became a human predisposition in the hearts of their children, an 
inclination of a sinful nature, the desire to disobey and not trust God. We saw in the previous session 
how God grieved over the fallen state of humanity and then judged the world through the flood and 
showed grace to Noah and his family. 


What if you were a part of Noah’s family after the floodwaters had subsided? Perhaps you think that 
after witnessing such an intense display of God’s judgment toward sin and His mercy in preserving your 
family, you’d make a new commitment to be obedient. Unfortunately, the next scene shows Noah drunk, 
the object of mockery from one of his sons. And generations later, sin extends to the point that people all 
over the world join together to create a tower that would reach the skies for the sake of their own glory.


Option 2
Prior to the session, gather two Lego® projects and place them on a table at the front of the room. 
Choose two volunteers to complete the projects. Provide the first student all the Legos needed for his or 
her project, still in the box with the instructions. Provide the other student all the Legos needed as well, 
but without the box and with instructions written in a language the student cannot read. When the 
first student completes his or her project, call time. Praise the first student for completing the project, 
then ask the second:


• Did you want to complete your project first? Why or why  not? 
• In what ways were your plans for completing your project thwarted?


Point out that God knows our motivation for everything we do. In today’s session we will discover how 
God thwarted the plans of His people when they sought praise for themselves over Him.
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THE POINT


God judges and disrupts human attempts to thwart His glory. 


CHARACTERS
• The Triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit


• The people of Babel: generations following Noah


PLOT
As the Genesis account continues, we encounter an interesting narrative in what is commonly referred to as 
the Tower of Babel. By the time we reach this account in history, some time has passed since the judgment 
and mercy of the flood (discussed in the previous session), but like the time surrounding the flood, we 
continue to see that humanity is still broken from the inside out. There is still a sin problem because there is 
still a heart problem. Sin still remained in the heart of man after the flood. God knew this was the case, which 
is why the flood was only meant to slow down the progression of sin in the world. 


As we approach this event in history, it is important to ask ourselves what the author would have us 
understand about God, ourselves, and the way we should live as we look back to this time. Stories like these 
are recorded for a purpose, and God would have us immerse ourselves into this time in biblical history to teach 
us something new, and perhaps something we’ve never thought about before. 


HIS STORY   15-20 MINUTES
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GOD SEES THE PEOPLE’S PRIDEFUL PLANS
The descendants of Noah settled in the land of Shinar, and there they decided 
to build for themselves a city, and within that city a tower that would reach the 
sky. Watch how the story unfolds:


Now the whole earth had one language and the same words. And 
as people migrated from the east, they found a plain in the land of 
Shinar and settled there. And they said to one another, “Come, let 
us make bricks, and burn them thoroughly.” And they had brick for 
stone, and bitumen for mortar. Then they said, “Come, let us build 
ourselves a city and a tower with its top in the heavens, and let us 
make a name for ourselves, lest we be dispersed over the face of the 
whole earth.” And the Lord came down to see the city and the tower, 
which the children of man had built. (Gen. 11:1-5)


At first glance, we might think, What’s wrong with that? The world is filled with 
cities and skyscrapers. Why is there anything wrong with deciding to build this 
particular city and its tower? But look carefully at how the author of Genesis 
tells the story.


“As people migrated from the east…” This geographical reference has a moral aspect 
to it. In journeying “from the east,” the people turned their backs on the sunrise and 
went farther “east of Eden.” 1 Some translations read “eastward,” but the point is the 
same—the people were walking farther away from the garden of Eden. 


“They said to one another…” Before taking on such a massive undertaking, 
there was no consulting God. They didn’t share Noah’s relationship with God, 
and they weren’t interested in carrying out the task God gave Noah’s descendants. 
In this situation, there’s an utter absence of God in their minds.


“Let us build ourselves a city and a tower with its top in the heavens.” Sure, this 
seems like a major undertaking, but why does Genesis imply it was sacrilegious? 
Because the sky represented heaven, the place where God dwells. This reference 
ought to remind us of Genesis 3; it is another human attempt to become like God. 


“Let us make a name for ourselves.” The people wanted to build a city with a 
tower so high that they would make a name for themselves. Feel the arrogance of 
this statement. They stood in direct contrast to what we will see in Genesis 12, 
where God promised to give Abram a great name. Here in Genesis 11, the people 
wanted to achieve greatness for themselves.


“Lest we be dispersed over the face of the whole earth.” Wait a minute! Didn’t 
God tell the people to be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth (Gen. 9:1)? Yes, and 
here’s where we see humanity’s blatant refusal to obey God’s command to Noah and 
his descendants. Instead of giving God glory, they sought their own by huddling 
together to build their own kingdom, completely ignoring God’s command. 


TIMELINE


HEADER
TOWER OF 
BABEL
Humanity’s pride is 
relentless in seeking 
praise for itself; but 
God’s glory will never 
be dethroned.


THE CALLING 
OF ABRAHAM
God establishes 
a covenant 
with Abraham.


ABRAHAM AND 
ISAAC
Abraham’s faith 
is tested when 
commanded to 
sacrifice his son. 
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We see that these were not benign actions but humanity’s attempt once again 
to cast aside God’s goodness and choose for themselves what they define as good. 


• What are some instances in today’s culture where people might try to 
make a name for themselves? (athletes, musicians, TV personalities, 
reporters, etc.) (p. 40, PSG)


• Is there anything wrong with wanting to take credit for our personal 
successes? Why or why not? (p. 40, PSG)


GOD JUDGES THEIR PRIDEFUL PLANS
Because God sees and because God cares, there will be judgment. We’ll see in a 
moment what form this judgment would take for the people, but note first of all 
how the story describes God’s action. These men were building something they 
hoped would reach the heavens, but it was merely a speck in the eyes of God, such 
a speck that He “came down to see” it (v. 5).


So God decided to judge the people in Shinar, not because He was threatened 
by their actions, but because He cared deeply about their hearts. He wanted to 
slow the spread of sin. Take a look:


And the Lord said, “Behold, they are one people, and they have all 
one language, and this is only the beginning of what they will do. And 
nothing that they propose to do will now be impossible for them. 
Come, let us go down and there confuse their language, so that they 
may not understand one another’s speech.” (Gen. 11:6-7)


The text informs us that God put an end to the building of this tower by 
confusing the people’s language. He could have destroyed the tower, struck the 
builders with lightning, or caused a massive earthquake. Instead, He confused 
their languages so that their progress in this evil was stunted. 


GOING FURTHER WITH THE STORY
The account of Adam and Eve’s sin in the Garden of Eden (ch. 3) and the Tower of Babylon 
share many similarities in plot, vocabulary, and theme. Both show people acting with 
sinful pride to try to make themselves godlike, and both show God expelling sinners from 
the their homes as punishment for their sin. The people’s pride and ambition is expressed 
in three different ways: (1) the fivefold use of the first-person pronouns—us (twice), 
ourselves (twice), and we; (2) their desire to build ... a tower into the sky, thus giving them 
access to “the heavens,” the domain of God; and (3) their attempt at self-glorification— 
let us make a name for ourselves. Because they did it to avoid being scattered over the 
face of the whole earth, all their efforts amounted to a rebellion against God and His 
command to fill the earth (9:1). In spite of their best efforts to elevate themselves to 
God’s domain, the Lord still had to come down to look over the city and the tower. Human 
attempts to achieve glory, which belongs to God alone, always fall pitifully short. 2
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Yet there’s an element of mercy in this act of judgment, and that’s a theme 
we’ve seen again and again in Genesis. 


Lead students to turn to the following sections in their Bibles and discuss the 
recurring themes they observe. (p. 41, PSG)


• Genesis 3: Because Adam and Eve sinned, they were judged and banished 
from paradise. But was this action only judgment? No. You see, God could 
have annihilated Adam and Eve right then and there, but instead, He 
showed them mercy. He sacrificed an animal in order to clothe them, and 
He promised that through the seed of Eve, a Messiah would be born who 
would crush the head of the serpent. 


• Genesis 4: When Cain killed Abel, Cain was judged and forced to wander. 
But even here God showed an element of mercy. When Cain expressed 
his fear of being killed in vengeance, God placed upon him a mark of 
protection.


• Genesis 6–9: When the state of humanity was described as creating new 
evils with their every thought and intent, God brought judgment through 
the flood. But it wasn’t just judgment; He saved a remnant of humanity in 
the ark.


God continues to show mercy to His children even today. Hebrews 12:5-11 
tells us that God disciplines us when we sin, but the discipline is good because 
it is what proves we are His. The discipline is merciful because even if it isn’t 
enjoyable at the time, it later yields the fruit of peace and righteousness.


GOD MERCIFULLY CAUSES THEIR PRIDEFUL 
PLANS TO FAIL
So how did God ultimately respond to the people’s pride? He confused their 
language, and in merciful judgment, He caused humanity’s idolatrous plans to fail.


So the Lord dispersed them from there over the face of all the earth, 
and they left off building the city. Therefore its name was called 


TIMELINE


ABRAHAM’S 
HEIRS 
RECEIVE THE 
PROMISE
The promise of the 
covenant is passed 
to Abraham’s 
descendants.


JACOB AND 
ESAU
Family dysfunction 
erupts between 
parents and sons 
for the birthright 
blessing.


JACOB 
WRESTLES 
WITH GOD
Jacob, the deceiver, 
is forever changed 
after being broken 
through his 
encounter with God.


God Is Transcendent


God’s transcendence refers to the fact that He is distinct from and independent of His 
created world. He is transcendent over us in regard to His greatness and power as well 
as His goodness and purity. The implication of this doctrine is that God is inherently 
superior to humanity; His thoughts and ways are higher than ours (Isa. 55:8-9). When 
God saves us, He restores us so we can fulfill our human purpose; this does not mean 
that we become God or that distinctions between God and humanity are obliterated. 
Understanding God’s transcendence evokes awe and wonder at His goodness and power.
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Babel, because there the Lord confused the language of all the 
earth. And from there the Lord dispersed them over the face of all 
the earth. (Gen. 11:8-9)


We must not pass over this story as if it were an obscure historical event with 
little relevance to our lives. The events of Genesis 11 provide a window into 
human thought and behavior. We too are a people who travel farther and farther 
“east of Eden,” turning our backs to God’s goodness. We are a people who often 
live with absolutely no thought of God in our minds. In making decisions big 
and small, “we say to each other,” but we don’t say to God. We’re content to live, 
act, speak, and make life’s decisions without ever consulting God.


Every day, we’re building something. And we’re tempted to build up our treasures in 
a way that communicates to the world that this is where we find our identity, our joy, 
and our life. The temptation to “make a name for ourselves” leads us to believe we are 
at the center of the universe and that we can accomplish salvation for ourselves. We 
can work our way up to the heavens; we can be like God, or so we think.


It’s good news that God causes idolatrous plans to fail. Time after time, 
the God who is committed to our good, the God who wants us to find our 
satisfaction in Him, will slowly strip away everything else in which we try to find 
joy. Perhaps you’ve spent years and years building a reputation that would reach to 
the heavens. What would it look like for God, in His mercy, to strip away some of 
the things in which you find your security?


When failure comes into our lives, we often interpret it as disaster, or a sign 
of God’s judgment. Genesis 11 reminds us that our plans often fail because they 
were our plans, not God’s plan. And God, in His goodness and grace, often 
causes these plans to fail. His goal is to turn us toward Himself. He wants us to 
see that nothing can satisfy us like He can. Without the failure of our idolatrous 
plans, we would continue on in our rejection of God without ever noticing that 
something was wrong.


CHRIST CONNECTION
In Genesis 11, God confused the language of those who sought to make known 
the greatness of their own name and of their own kingdom. Thousands of years 
later, at Pentecost, God tore down the language barrier so that His people would 
scatter across the world and make known the great name of His Son.


Not only that, but this theme of judgment combined with mercy found 
throughout Genesis and the rest of the Old Testament points to the cross of 
Jesus. The cross is the ultimate display of both God’s judgment and His mercy. 
At the cross, God fully poured out His wrath against our sin, but He also poured 
out the fullness of His mercy and grace when He let His own Son take the 
punishment for our sin.


As Christians, we have new and redeemed hearts. As a result, we are to 
accept the task the people of Babylon ignored and share the good news of 
God’s kingdom, accomplishing His mission and spreading His fame, not ours. 
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GROUP QUESTIONS
God’s Story has always been designed to connect with your story. It is because of His Story that 
our stories make sense, have meaning, and carry on into eternity. Use the questions below to 
help think through how His Story connects with your own. 


• What are some ways people today, even Christians, seek to “make a name 
for ourselves”? Examples might include seeking approval from others through social 
media venues, athletic ability, and/or by making good grades, etc. 


• Why might it be better for our plans to fail rather than have them succeed 
without God? Answers will vary, but have students consider the truth that apart from 
God, even the things we deem “successful” are ultimately very unsuccessful. 


• What are some personal successes you’ve experience in life? Did you take 
all the credit for your success or did you glorify God? Explain. Answers to this 
question will vary. 


• How has today’s study helped you recognize the importance of consulting God 
in the things you do and the decisions you make? Answers to this question will vary. 


YOUR STORY   10-15 MINUTES


HIS STORY
God’s Story of 
Redemption 
through His Son, 
Jesus Christ.


YOUR STORY
Where your story 
meets His.
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HEAD
God’s actions toward the people of Babel help us to think once again about mercy and judgment 
going hand-in-hand. While confusing the languages and bringing disunity to the people was an act of 
judgment, it was simultaneously an act of mercy as well.  


• What surprises you about the action God took to stop the people’s building plans? 
Answers to this question will vary.


• Do you see an element of mercy in God’s judgment? Explain. Ultimately the merciful 
element is found in the fact that God didn’t just leave the people alone, free to do whatever 
pleased them. Such unity in sinfulness would have resulted in even greater sin, which is why it 
was merciful that God confused their language. 


HEART
The story of the Tower of Babel reveals something about the human heart that is both not surprising 
and shocking at the same time. It is not surprising given that we have already seen some pretty evil 
things that have resulted because of the contamination of the human heart; yet in a sense it is quite 
shocking because hearing this story is like looking into a mirror—the pride one sees is all too familiar. 


• What are some questions we could ask ourselves that might help us identify whether 
we are seeking to make a name for ourselves or please God? Answers will vary, but may 
include some along the lines of: Why do I care so much about my grades? Why do I regularly post 
selfies online? Why is it so important that I get into this college? Etc. 


• How can we tell if we are pursuing success apart from a relationship with God? Answers 
to this question will vary. 


HANDS
The Tower of Babel warns us against the pride that all of humanity encounters in some form or 
fashion, seeking to place self before others and even God Himself. However, God is the center of this 
universe—not us—and there is joy in living out life day by day with that truth in mind.


• What are some practical ways we can make sure we are working to advance God’s 
kingdom instead of our own? Answers to this question will vary.


• What are some ways we can pursue humility and fight pride in our personal lives? 
Answers to this question will vary, but may include things like remembering the gospel, 
considering others as more important than oneself, putting the needs of others first, etc. 


YOUR MISSION   10-15 MINUTES
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ADDITIONAL INFO


LEADER PACK
For this session, item #6 can be used during group time. Item #6 is a poster displaying bricks, and is intended 
to be an interactive object lesson that corresponds with the story of Babel. To set up the activity, explain to 
your group that like the people of the Tower of Babel who tried to make a name for themselves and build their 
own platform and kingdom, what are some ways that we also try to promote ourselves or make our name 
known to those around us today? As students come up with answers, write them on the bricks of the poster. 


SOURCES
1. Arthur W. Pink, Gleanings in Genesis (Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible Software, 2005), 134. 
2. Robert D. Bergen, HCSB Study Bible (Nashville: B&H, 2010).
3. “Trevor Bayne,” I Am Second [online], [cited 9 March 2015]. Available from the Internet: www.iamsecond.com


ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
Check out the following additional resources:


• Leader Training Videos
• One Conversations
• Midweek Studies
• Circular Timeline Poster
• App (for both leader and student)


Additional suggestions for specific groups are available at
GospelProject.com/AdditionalResources


And for free online training on how to lead a group visit
MinistryGrid.com/web/TheGospelProject
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SESSION 4


ONE CONVERSATION


Use the following thoughts and questions to have one spiritual conversation. You can pick and choose, use them all or just allow the statement 
to be your guide. The emphasis shouldn’t be about having all the answers, but simply having a conversation.


Scripture
Genesis 4:1-16,25-26


1. Opening Statement
Begin your conversation by asking about this main point:


Sin spreads throughout the hearts and actions of people.
This main point is the biblical truth the student’s study was built around. Each week there will be one statement that ties the whole 
study together. These would be great statements to remember together. The hope is that thoughts and ideas will stem from these 
statements. You can also begin by sharing a thought of your own that you learned during your study of the same session. Ask what 
thoughts were surprising as the study was taught.


2. Thought From the Study
The promised mercy of God is what overcomes sin, and this is why we look to God for salvation and power in our mission. As 
Christians, we see ourselves in the person of Cain, but we also see ourselves in light of the cross. The cross is where God displayed the 
fullness of His justice by pouring out His wrath toward sin. The cross is where God displayed the fullness of His mercy by extending 
grace to us through His Son. And now, we seek to slow the spread of sin by pointing others to the God who forgives, transforms, and 
grants repentance.


 Y How do you respond when you recognize the sin in your own life? Do you seek forgiveness? 


3. Quote for Discussion
Discuss this quote together. How does this change your understanding of a relationship with Jesus?


“The ultimate Abel, the ultimate man of faith, the only true and literally innocent man came into the world and we—
Cains all—killed him. But this was not a random accident. This one came into the world to be our substitute, to bear the 
curse that we Cains deserved.” —Tim Keller


4. Conversation Questions
Use these questions to begin thinking through and applying the lessons to your family life: 


 1. In what ways has jealousy gotten in the way of our family relationships?
 2. Why is it important for our family to model forgiveness toward one another?
 3. How can holding one another accountable when facing temptation strengthen our family?
 4. How well does our family model God’s response to sin, not with fierce accusations but with an invitation to repent?


© LifeWay. The Gospel Project for Students. Published in the United States of America. Permission granted to reproduce this item for church use only.








SESSION TWO


In God’s Image


SESSION SUMMARY
In this session, we will explore the biblical truth that God created humans in His image with the 
purpose of glorifying Him and enjoying Him forever. By looking at the creation story of our first 
parents, Adam and Eve, we will learn that some of the ways we reflect God is by ruling wisely over the 
world, relating rightly to Him and to others, and reflecting His goodness in our work and rest.


SCRIPTURE
Genesis 1:26-2:25
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THE POINT


God created humanity in His image. 


INTRO/STARTER  5-10 MINUTES


Option 1
Prior to the session, attach a large sheet of paper to a focal wall and label it “Relationships.” As students 
arrive, provide markers and direct them to record (by writing or drawing simple illustrations) various 
relationships that impact their lives. 


After everyone has had a chance to record their responses, review the relationships listed. Call for 
clarification of any that may be unclear. Follow up by asking the following questions:


• How would you describe the importance of these relationships in your life? Of the 
relationships listed, which are the most important to you? Why?


After students have had time to answer, attach another blank, large sheet of paper over the first, then 
ask the following question:


• What impact would it have on your life if these relationships did not exist? Explain.


Option 2
Prior to the session, make a list of items that come in pairs or often go together. Some examples might 
include: peanut butter and jelly, burger and fries, bread and butter, Batman and Robin, (a pair of) 
scissors, (a pair of) pants, and so forth.


Lead students in a game of charades using the list, instructing students go up two at a time (e.g., 
two students must act out burger and fries). Following the game, challenge students to guess the 
charade theme. Announce that the theme was pairs; they all related! Today’s lesson, too, will be about 
things that relate to one another.


You can use this activity to explain to students that many great things come in relationships. 


• How hard it would be for one hand to clap or one lip to whistle? or to have a sandwich 
with only one piece of bread (not folded in half)? 


Emphasize that we need relationships with God, with one another, and with the world!
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THE POINT


God created humanity in His image. 


CHARACTERS
• The Triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit


• Adam and Eve: the first humans created


PLOT
In the previous session, we saw how God begins the story of the world by looking at the creation event. We 
saw that in the first three days of creation, God dealt with the formlessness by giving boundaries, separating, 
and organizing in order to make the heavens, the seas, and the earth. Then, in the second set of three days, 
God dealt with the emptiness of the world by filling the spheres that He created in the first three days. He 
filled the expanse with the sun, moon, and stars, He filled the earth with vegetation, and He filled the seas 
and the dry land with living creatures.


Our story picks up where we left off, moving toward the climactic scene where God creates something in a 
new and unique way—the creation of humanity. Mankind was created in God’s image, a unique characteristic 
from all other parts of creation. 


• What does it mean to be created in God’s image? 


• What comes to mind when you hear the phrase “created in God’s image”? 


• Do you think we still bear God’s image today, even in our sinful state? 


(Allow students a moment to respond. These questions can be found on p. 16 in the PSG.)


Let’s find the answers to our questions by digging into the creation account of humanity in Genesis 1-2. 


HIS STORY   15-20 MINUTES
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TO REFLECT GOD MEANS TO RULE WISELY
When we talk about being created in God’s image, most people assume this 
means God must look like us in a physical sense—He must have two arms, two 
legs, and be slightly taller than average. However, the Bible teaches that God is 
Spirit, and so it must mean something beyond human physical features. 


As the story of the creation of man and woman unfolds, we begin to see what 
being created in God’s image entails. For starters, God calls Adam and Eve 
to rule over the fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, the livestock, all the earth, 
and the creatures that crawl on the earth. His command for humans to fill 
and subdue the earth is an invitation to bear His image—to reflect Him by 
doing what He has just done in creating the heavens and the earth. Just as He 
filled the world with stars, vegetation, and living creatures, we are called to 
be fruitful, multiply, and fill the earth with life. And just as He brought order 
from chaos in separating the land from the seas, we are called to subdue the 
world in such a way that brings harmony and accord.


Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. 
And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the 
birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and 
over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” So God created 
man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male 
and female he created them. And God blessed them. And God said 
to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it 
and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the 
heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” And 
God said, “Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that 
is on the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. 
You shall have them for food. And to every beast of the earth and to 
every bird of the heavens and to everything that creeps on the earth, 
everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant 
for food.” And it was so. And God saw everything that he had made, 
and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was 
morning, the sixth day. (Gen. 1:26-31)


In this passage, we see that God is the ruler, and bearing His image means that 
we too must rule. But to reflect Him properly, we must rule wisely. Unfortunately, 
because of our sinfulness we tend to either worship creation or abuse it, to hold 
it up as if it were a god or to trample it as if it has no value. God’s call to care for 
creation, however, should lead us to worship Him for the good things He has 
given us, not to worship the good things themselves.


TIMELINE


HEADER
BEARING 
GOD'S IMAGE
God creates humanity 
in His image to reflect 
His likeness. 


HEADER
THE FALL
Sin enters the story 
and distorts God's 
good creation.


HEADER
CAIN AND ABEL
The depth of 
humanity's fall 
is revealed in 
the heinous 
murder between 
two brothers.
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TO REFLECT GOD MEANS TO RELATE
Not only do we reflect God through the wise ruling of His world, but we also 
reflect God through our relationships—both with Him and with others.


These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they 
were created, in the day that the Lord God made the earth and the 
heavens. When no bush of the field was yet in the land and no small 
plant of the field had yet sprung up—for the Lord God had not caused 
it to rain on the land, and there was no man to work the ground, and 
a mist was going up from the land and was watering the whole face 
of the ground—then the Lord God formed the man of dust from the 
ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man 
became a living creature. And the Lord God planted a garden in Eden, 
in the east, and there he put the man whom he had formed. And out of 
the ground the Lord God made to spring up every tree that is pleasant 
to the sight and good for food. The tree of life was in the midst of the 
garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  (Gen. 2:4-9)


To bear God’s image means to have a relationship with Him. Our image-
bearing started when God created us. The account in Genesis shows how 
powerful a scene this was—when God’s face was toward us, when He breathed 
into the first man the breath of life. Just as a mirror best reflects an image 
when the mirror is directly in front of the object, we reflect God’s image best 
when we are in close relationship with Him.


To bear God’s image doesn’t point only to the relationship we have with God; we 
also have a relationship with one another. God created us “male and female.” The 
God who exists in community—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—created human 
beings to live in community as well. Genesis 2 continues:


GOING FURTHER WITH THE STORY
When we take a piece of land and garden/farm it, or preserve it so it can produce its 
peculiar life-splendors, when we take fabric and make a piece of clothing, when we 
push a broom to clean up a place, when we use technology to harness the forces of 
electricity, when we take an unformed, naïve human mind and teach it a subject, when 
we take unprocessed material and turn it into a poignant work of art, when we take 
undifferentiated tones and pitches (noise) and separate them out and arrange them to 
create music, (even when we pass a comb through our hair)—whenever we bring order 
out of chaos, whenever we draw out creative potential, whenever we elaborate and 
‘unfold’ creation further than where it was when we found it—we are continuing God’s 
work of creative, cultural development.1
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And the rib that the Lord God had taken from the man he made into 
a woman and brought her to the man. Then the man said, “This at 
last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called 
Woman, because she was taken out of Man.” Therefore a man shall 
leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they 
shall become one flesh. (Gen. 2:22-24)


After multiple statements of God seeing that His work was “good” and 
then “very good,” comes the first moment when something is described 
as “not good.” We were not created to bear God’s image on our own or to 
have an isolated relationship with God. We reflect God best when we are in 
community with one another—relating to others in love and grace. Thus, 
reflecting God’s image means we are to relate rightly to Him and to others.


TO REFLECT GOD MEANS TO WORK 
AND REST
Reflecting God also goes beyond our relationships and is seen in the rhythms of our 
everyday activities and rest. First, we see the creation of “work” in Genesis 2:15:


The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to 
work it and keep it. (Gen. 2:15)


A lot of people have wrongly assumed that the command to work was a result 
of man’s sinning and rebelling against God. But the creation narrative shows 
us that God created work for man as part of His good world. Work is just as 
beautiful as the sunset, and just as purposeful as the rain.


Work isn’t something that God gave man as a curse after the fall into sin; 
the toil of work is what came with sin, but work itself is designed to give us 
fulfillment and provide us an environment to reflect God.


Work didn’t come as a result of the fall, and work isn’t just something we do in 
order to make money. When viewed rightly, our work can reflect God. But not 
only does our work reflect God, our resting does as well. In fact, God commands 
us to rest.


TIMELINE


NOAH
Judgment and 
graciousness are 
found in the flood.


TOWER OF 
BABEL
Humanity's pride is 
relentless in seeking 
praise for itself; 
but God's glory will 
never be dethroned. 


THE CALLING 
OF ABRAHAM
God establishes 
a covenant with 
Abraham.


GOING FURTHER WITH THE STORY
The human alone, of all of the creatures, knows and is consciously related to God. The 
portrayals of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden suggest that God and they customarily 
communed together. Humans were not created merely to be a work of art, statues displaying 
God’s creativity and wisdom, but to fulfill God’s special intention for them. It is significant that 
both in the Old Testament law (the Ten Commandments in Ex. 20) and in Jesus’ statement of 
the two great commandments (Matt. 22:36-40; Mark 12:28-31; Luke 10:26-27), the thrust of 
God’s will for humans concerns relationship to God and to other humans.2
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Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of 
them. And on the seventh day God finished his work that he had 
done, and he rested on the seventh day from all his work that he had 
done. So God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because 
on it God rested from all his work that he had done in creation. 
(Gen 2:1-3)


God did not rest because He needed it, as if He were tired or worn out. He 
gave us an example of rest to show that even though we are unlike any other 
creature in that we are the most “like” God, we are not God. There is an 
unbridgeable difference between God and us. And one of the most critical 
ways that we can reflect Him to the world is by showing that we are not God.


CHRIST CONNECTION
Bearing God’s image—it is a daunting task. How are you doing at reflecting 
God’s image? At wisely ruling the world? At relating with Him and others? At 
reflecting Him properly through the rhythms of your everyday activities and 
rest? What would the world conclude about God by looking at His image that 
you’re reflecting?


Here’s the bad news: It’s no small sin for you to fail at properly reflecting 
God to the world. An assault on God’s image is an assault on God Himself. 
When you fail to properly reflect His image to the world, you are telling the 
world lies about God and what He’s like.


But here’s the glorious good news: Jesus came to be the perfect image of 
the invisible God. He is the only One who rules wisely over the world. He 
upholds all things by His power, and all of creation awaits in eager anticipation 
for His return. He is the only One who perfectly relates to God and others 
and can restore our broken relationships with God and others. He not only 
has a face-to-face relationship with God, but His face is the very face of God. 
And because of Jesus’ good work on our behalf—His perfect life, death in 
our place, and glorious resurrection—we are invited into His rest. No longer 
striving for salvation but resting in His finished work.


Image of God in Humanity


Some theologians believe “the image of God” refers to our mirroring of God’s attributes: 
our nature models God’s nature. Others believe we see the “image of God” in what human 
beings do. Still others believe the “image of God” concerns our relationships with God and 
with others. In Jesus we see the true image of God. He perfectly mirrors God’s attributes, 
fulfills God’s will, and enjoys a perfect relationship with the Father.
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GROUP QUESTIONS
God’s Story has always been designed to connect with your story. It is because of His Story that 
our stories make sense, have meaning, and carry on into eternity. Use the questions below to 
help think through how His Story connects with your own. 


• What comes to mind when you think of humanity being made “in the image 
of God”? Responses to this question will vary. Point students to their responses to the 
earlier question about being created in God’s image (p. 16, PSG), and how they would 
answer that question differently now having gone through this session. 


• When was the last time you thought of fish, birds, or even worms as living 
creatures that God has entrusted to you to care for? More than likely, most 
students haven’t seen the different parts of creation in this way. Instead of seeing 
themselves as stewards of God’s creation, they see themselves as merely consumers. As 
you discuss this question with students, direct the conversation toward helping them see 
their responsibility among creation.


• In what ways can your life demonstrate the priority of your relationship with 
God? What are some signs that your relationship with God is not your priority? 
Because there are several different types of responses to these questions, allow students 
the time and freedom to think about their responses in light of the session. Answers 
may vary from how one responds to sin within his or her life to living out God’s Word in 
one’s life. 


• In what ways does our culture diminish the value of work? How have you 
diminished the idea of work in your own life? How can you correct this? Explain 
to students that work is used here in a broad sense, referring to anything from everyday 
school work and household chores to a summer part-time job. The goal is to get students 
thinking biblically about work, helping them see that work is sacred, valuable, and should 
be done unto the Lord.  


YOUR STORY   10-15 MINUTES


HIS STORY
God’s Story of 
Redemption 
through His Son, 
Jesus Christ.


YOUR STORY
Where your story 
meets His.
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HEAD


The fact that God created humanity in His image means that each individual person on planet earth, no 
matter how big, how small, or the color of their skin, possesses inherent worth, value, and dignity.


• How should the doctrine of humans being created in God’s image influence the way we 
think about others? Regardless of ethnicity, gender, cultural differences, or even sinful actions, the 
image of God in humanity causes us to see others as possessing something unique that gives each 
person dignity and value.


• Why is it important to note that humanity has a special place among creation because we 
were created in God’s image? What are the dangers of not affirming this? This gets to the 
heart of many debates within our culture regarding human life, such as abortion, euthanasia, and so 
forth. Since humanity was created in God’s image and is unique among the rest of creation, this truth 
should significantly influence the way we approach those topics. 


HEART


The reality of God creating humanity in His image not only means that we see other people in a different 
light, but it also influences the way we feel toward others who bear the same image, both Christians and 
non-Christians. 


• How should the doctrine of humans being created in God’s image influence the way we 
feel about others, both Christians and non-Christians? At the very least, it should cause us to 
feel a certain respect and compassion for them given that they, too, are image bearers of God. 


• Why should we be grieved when we see image bearers of God living in a way that is 
contrary to the way God intended? Primarily, it should grieve us because that is not the way 
humanity was intended to live. 


HANDS


As we learned throughout this session, bearing God’s image is a tangible reality that shows up in our day-
to-day lives. Not only does it show up in our relationships, but it also shows up in the way we steward 
the earth God has given us, as well as in the way we work and rest. No matter how old they are, everyone 
works (home, school, sports, etc.), everyone rests, and everyone contributes, for good or bad, to the little 
corner of this planet God where has placed them.


• How will you begin to treat friends, family members, and even strangers differently based 
upon the truth that they are created in God’s image? Answers to this question will vary.


• What are some ways you can begin to reflect God by being a better steward of the world 
He has given us? Answers to this question will vary.


YOUR MISSION   10-15 MINUTES
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ADDITIONAL INFO


LEADER PACK
For this session, point out item #1 to students, which displays all of the essential doctrines that will be 
covered over the course of the Fall 2015 study,


SOURCES
1.  Timothy J. Keller, What were we put in the world to do? (New York: Redeemer Presbyterian Church, 2006), 


25-26.
2. Millard J. Erickson, Christian Theology, 3rd ed. (Grand Rapids: Baker, 2013), 467-68.


ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
Check out the following additional resources:


• Leader Training Videos
• One Conversations
• Midweek Studies
• Circular Timeline Poster
• App (for both leader and student)


Additional suggestions for specific groups are available at
GospelProject.com/AdditionalResources


And for free online training on how to lead a group visit
MinistryGrid.com/web/TheGospelProject
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SESSION FIVE


The Creator Destroys 
and Redeems


SCRIPTURE


Genesis 6:5-22; 9:1-11


THE POINT
God judges sin and provides salvation to those who trust in Him.


CHARACTERS
• The Triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
• Noah and his family: descendent of Adam through the line of Seth; a good and righteous 


man; father of Shem, Ham, and Japheth
• The peoples of the earth


PLOT
After the spread of sin and seeing how it led to one brother murdering another, the story 
continues to unfold by introducing us to one of the most well-known characters in the 
Bible—Noah. Now, most people in our culture, even if they haven’t set foot inside a church, 
are familiar with the basic story line of Noah. For them, that would include an ark, pairs of 
animals, a colossal flood, and so forth. While these are certainly elements that come up in the 
story, what if there is more to it than that? What else can we learn about this event? What is 
God communicating about Himself through this time in history? What do we learn about 
ourselves through this? What does Noah have to do with Jesus?
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HIS STORY


GOD JUDGES WICKEDNESS
Sin spread wide and sin spread deep. By the time we get to Genesis 6, we may be wondering 
what God thinks about this situation and what He will do about it.


Every thought was nothing but evil, we read. Imagine that kind of a world—a place where in 
every thought and deed people were in essence shouting at God: “I don’t trust You! I don’t believe 
You! I defy You!” Such is the essence of sin—a faithless defiance of God the Creator.


God’s reaction was one of sorrow and grief. Consider the weight of the statement in verse 6. 
The Lord was grieved. He felt anguish in His heart. That word “grieved” in Hebrew means “toil, 
languish, agony, to be injured in feeling.” 


God could have destroyed the world and all its inhabitants, but instead He chose to purge 
creation of its great wickedness. Yet, He would save one family. He chose not to give up on all 
humanity, not to turn His back and start over completely. Even though He knew Noah and his 
descendants would again disappoint Him, defy Him, and walk in faithlessness, God decided 
to preserve this remnant. Why? Because like a father who will not stop loving his children no 
matter how often they disobey, God bound His heart to His people.


Genesis 6:5-7
The Lord saw that the wickedness of man was 
great in the earth, and that every intention 
of the thoughts of his heart was only evil 
continually. And the Lord was sorry that he had 
made man on the earth, and it grieved him to 
his heart. So the Lord said, “I will blot out man 
whom I have created from the face of the land, 
man and animals and creeping things and 
birds of the heavens, for I am sorry that I have 
made them.”


Where are some other instances 
recorded in Scripture where God was 
grieved. How did He respond? What 
are some things that might grieve God 
today? In what ways does He still show 
patience to His people today?


NOAH
Both judgment and graciousness 
are found in the flood. 


TOWER OF BABEL
Humanity’s pride is relentless in 
seeking praise for itself; but God’s 
glory will never be dethroned. 
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GOD PROVIDES A 
WAY OF ESCAPE
We’ve seen that God was grieved by the sin of the 
world, and in His holy judgment, He decided to 
wipe everything off the face of the earth and start 
again. But here is where the story takes a turn. God 
demonstrated His commitment to humanity by 
choosing to preserve a righteous man’s family.


Take a look at verse 8 and then verse 18. Noah 
alone found favor in God’s eyes, right? But then 
notice how it says that God would establish His 
covenant not with Noah alone but also with those 
who belong to him. Watch the progression: Noah 
received God’s favor, was declared righteous, and 
then his family benefited from his righteousness. 
The same truth is reiterated in Genesis 7:1: “Then 
the Lord said to Noah, ‘Go into the ark, you and all 
your household, for I have seen that you are righteous 
before me in this generation.’” Noah found favor. 
Noah was the only righteous one, yet Noah’s family 
was saved.


God’s Glory


The glory of God is His manifest 
work, the way He represents 
His perfect character through 
His activity. It also refers to His 
excellent reputation and is given 
as one of the reasons we are to 
praise His name.


ESSENTIAL
DOCTRINES


Genesis 6:8,18
But Noah found favor in the 
eyes of the Lord. … But I will 
establish my covenant with 
you, and you shall come into 
the ark, you, your sons, your 
wife, and your sons’ wives 
with you.


THE STORY OF NOAH AND THE ARK SHOUTS TO ALL THOSE WHO 
PERSIST IN LIVING APART FROM GOD ABOUT WHAT IS TO COME. 
IT INVITES ALL TO ACCEPT GOD’S OFFER OF PROTECTION AND 
SAFETY FOUND ONLY BY BEING UNITED TO CHRIST.


Nancy Guthrie, The Promised One


THE CALLING OF 
ABRAHAM
God establishes a covenant 
with Abraham.


ABRAHAM 
AND ISAAC
Abraham’s faith is tested 
when commanded to 
sacrifice his son. 
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ABRAHAM’S HEIRS 
RECEIVE THE PROMISE
The promise of the covenant is passed 
to Abraham’s descendants.


JACOB AND ESAU
Family dysfunction erupts 
between parents and sons 
for the birthright blessing.


CHRIST CONNECTION
In the story of Noah, we see a pattern for how God is going to offer ultimate salvation. 
Jesus is the One in whom God was truly pleased, the One God truly favored. Though 
all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God, though none are righteous, not even 
one, God offers us salvation based on the sole person of Jesus and His righteousness. 


Remember, Noah’s family was saved not on the basis of their righteousness but on the 
basis of Noah’s righteousness. They were saved because they belonged to Noah. Likewise, 
we’re not saved by our own works but by the work of Jesus alone, and we’re saved only if 
we belong to Him.


However, where Noah could only save seven members of his family, God has given to 
Jesus people from every tribe, tongue, and nation. The family of Jesus will be so much 
larger than the family of Noah. 


Just as Noah spent his life in faith building an ark while the world rejected his 
message (Heb. 11; 2 Pet. 2), we should spend our lives faithfully telling people about 
the coming judgment and the good news of salvation God has made possible for us 
through Jesus Christ. Just as Noah’s story ends with a reaffirmation of God’s covenant 
and a commissioning to follow God in obedience, so also our salvation is not an end in 
itself but what precedes our own obedience. God has commissioned us not only to be 
fruitful and multiply but also to take the good news of His merciful love to the rest of 
the world.


There are two truths here we must not miss. First, grace precedes righteousness. It’s no 
accident that the text specifies Noah receiving favor from the Lord before being declared 
righteous. Grace came first. It wasn’t that Noah obeyed and that’s why he was saved. It 
was that Noah received grace, and that’s why he obeyed.


The second truth is that the covenant God made with Noah benefited the members of 
his family. The righteousness of Noah was the foundation of the preservation of the rest 
of his family.
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YOUR STORY


God’s Story has always been designed to connect with your story. It is because of His Story 
that our stories make sense, have meaning, and carry on into eternity. Use the questions 
below to help think through how His Story connects with your own. 


 ▸ The Bible tells us that God grieved before His judgment took place. What does 
this tell us about His character and how He views sin in our lives?


 ▸ Why is it important for us to recognize that God’s grace must precede 
our obedience?


 ▸ What lessons can we learn from Noah’s example of faithfulness?


 ▸ Noah is described in the New Testament as a “preacher of righteousness” 
(2 Pet. 2:5). In what ways does our mission to call people to repentance and faith 
resemble Noah’s example?


HIS STORY
God’s Story of 
Redemption through 
His Son, Jesus Christ..


YOUR STORY
Where your story 
meets His.
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YOUR MISSION


HEAD
This session helps us to begin to see how and why it is important for 
God’s grace and love to coexist with His judgment and righteous anger. 
Both of these characteristics are necessary, and together they reveal 
something deep to us about God’s character.


• Why is it important to stress both the grace and judgment of God 
when dealing with sin? 


• What would happen if you had one without the other?


HEART
Not only should our hearts be grieved over the fact that sin almost led, 
justifiably, to the entire destruction of the human race, but they should 
also be grieved over the fact that the God who judges sin also grieves 
because of sin’s presence in our hearts. This was true not only back 
then, but even now. God is still grieved at the sight of the rebelliousness 
within us.


• When was the last time you felt heartbroken over the sin in a friend’s 
life? In your own life? 


• How does the truth that God is grieved by our sin influence the way 
you deal with personal sin and temptation?


HANDS
In a similar way that Noah was obedient to God, we too should follow 
in his footsteps. And as God commissioned Noah and his family, we too 
are commissioned with the task of preaching the righteousness of God 
through faith in Jesus. The flood didn’t stop the sin-infected hearts of 
men from spreading—it was never meant to. Only the cross is capable of 
that type of healing, and that is the message we have been called to share. 


• What are some positive characteristics of Noah that we can emulate 
as we seek to live on mission for God?


• How has this session challenged you to be more faithful in sharing 
the gospel with others?
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THE STORY BEGINS  |  SESSION 1


IN THE BEGINNING, GOD…
GENESIS 1:1-25; 1 CORINTHIANS 8:5-6


God created everything.
The original audience of the Book of Genesis was the ancient Israelites on their way to the promised 
land. They would not have asked some of the questions that pique our interest, such as the age of 
the earth or the science behind the creation. So what, then, was the original purpose for the creation 
account in Genesis?


The Israelites would have wrestled with questions such as: Is our God the real God? Is He the best 
God? Is He the most powerful God? Having lived so long among the gods of the Egyptians and those of 
other foreign nations, the Israelites struggled to believe that their God was the God.


To remedy such wandering hearts, God wrote Genesis 1:1 to help His people understand that 
the God of their bedtime stories—the God of their fathers—was the very same God who created 
the world. The God of Israel, not the gods of the Canaanites or the Philistines, was the Creator of 
everything. “For the Lord is great and is highly praised; He is feared above all gods. For all the gods of 
the peoples are idols, but the Lord made the heavens” (Ps. 96:4-5).


God created everything good
The next critical point from the creation account is that God created everything good. Starting in 
verse 3 and going all the way through verse 25, God declares that each part of His creation is good.


Good. What does that mean? Why does God call each step of His creation good?


 Y Is it morally good?  


 Y Is it beautiful and pleasant to the eyes?


 Y Is it usable?


The purpose and design of creation is to declare God’s glory and proclaim the work of His hands 
(Ps. 19:1) and to reveal things about God that are invisible to us, such as His eternal power and divine 
nature (Rom. 1:20). Because of creation, we can clearly see and understand these things.


It is quite stunning that we get to see the God of this universe begin the good work of revealing 
Himself. He reveals Himself in His creation, allowing humanity to know things about the Creator 
just by looking at creation—much like an artist leaves fingerprints on a work of art.


Essential Doctrines
Creation Out of Nothing: The Bible requires us to believe that God created the universe—everything 
both visible and invisible—out of nothing (sometimes said, “creation ex nihilo”). This means that before 
God created anything, nothing else existed except God Himself. Nothing in creation is eternal; every created 
thing has a beginning.


The Goodness of Creation: In Genesis 1, God repeatedly affirmed that all of His creation was good, even 
“very good” (1:31). It is good, in God’s judgment, because He created it for a purpose that it fulfilled—to 
reflect and display the good character of the Creator.


HIS STORY


Leader Note: Because some content from 
the Personal Study Guide will not be available 
on the One Sheet, make sure to adapt the 
session based on how you use the material 
with your group.


The Point: In the beginning, 
God created everything, and He 


created everything good. 
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 Y When have you experienced the goodness of God’s creation? What was your response in 
that moment? 


 Y Why do you think people are astounded when they see places like Yellowstone or the 
Grand Canyon? What do these experiences tell you about God?


 Y How are these created things good (moral, beautiful, usable)? 


 Y Why is belief in creation important? What are the implications if God didn’t create?


YOUR STORY


YOUR MISSION


Head
From the very beginning, we see that God created everything. This means, among other things, 
that the entire cosmos is in His hands. It’s all in His hands. Even in its broken state, He is in 
control of everything. 


 Y How does knowledge of God’s sovereignty over all creation influence the way you think 
about your circumstances? 


 Y Why should belief in the sovereignty of God change the way we handle stress 
and anxiety?


Heart
Creation, though corrupted because of sin, was created good. This means that sunsets, waterfalls, 
stars, mountains, oceans, plants, animals, food, relationships, and a billion other things were all 
created good for both God’s glory and our enjoyment. 


 Y In light of this truth, how should we feel toward creation in general? What are some parts 
of creation you particularly enjoy?


 Y Is it possible for our hearts to idolize parts of creation? If so, how? In what ways can we 
avoid this happening to us? 


Hands
Making much of Jesus means that we not merely shine God’s glory to those around us with our 
actions, but with our words as well. No matter how many “good” actions people witness from us, 
actions alone will never lead someone to a saving knowledge of God. Think of it this way: trees are 
good, but no matter how long you stare at a tree and observe its beauty, the tree will never be able to 
tell you the gospel. For that, you need words.


 Y Read Matthew 28:18-20. How will fulfilling the Great Commission require both action 
and speech? 


 Y How will this truth challenge you in your conversations with others?
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SESSION TWO


In God’s Image


SCRIPTURE
Genesis 1:26–2:25


THE POINT
God created humanity in His image.


CHARACTERS
• The Triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
• Adam and Eve: the first humans created


PLOT
In the previous session, we saw how God begins the story of the world by looking at 
the creation event. We saw that in the first three days of creation, God dealt with the 
formlessness by giving boundaries, separating, and organizing in order to make the 
heavens, the seas, and the earth. Then, in the second set of three days, God dealt with the 
emptiness of the world by filling the spheres that He created in the first three days. He 
filled the expanse with the sun, moon, and stars, He filled the earth with vegetation, and 
He filled the seas and the dry land with living creatures.


Our story picks up where we left off, moving toward the climactic scene where God 
creates something in a new and unique way—the creation of humanity. Mankind was 
created in God’s image, a unique characteristic from all other parts of creation. 
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HIS STORY


BEARING GOD’S IMAGE
God creates humanity in His image, 
to reflect His likeness.


THE FALL
Sin enters the story and 
distorts God’s good 
creation.


TO REFLECT GOD MEANS TO RULE WISELY
What does it mean to be created in God’s image? What comes to mind when you hear the phrase 
“created in God’s image”? Do you think we still bear God’s image today, even in our sinful state?


Image of God in Humanity


Some theologians believe “the image 
of God” refers to our mirroring of God’s 
attributes: our nature models God’s 
nature. Others believe we see the “image 
of God” in what human beings do. 
Still others believe the “image of God” 
concerns our relationships with God and 
with others. In Jesus we see the true 
image of God. He perfectly mirrors God’s 
attributes, fulfills God’s will, and enjoys a 
perfect relationship with the Father.


ESSENTIAL
DOCTRINES


Genesis 1:26
Then God said, “Let us make man in our 
image, after our likeness. And let them have 
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the 
birds of the heavens and over the livestock 
and over all the earth and over every creeping 
thing that creeps on the earth.”


As the story of the creation of man and woman 
unfolds, we begin to see what being created in God’s 
image entails. For starters, God calls Adam and Eve 
to rule over the fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, the 
livestock, all the earth, and the creatures that crawl 
on the earth. His command for humans to fill and to 
subdue the earth is an invitation to bear His image—
to reflect Him by doing what He has just done in 
creating the heavens and the earth.
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CAIN AND ABEL
 The depth of humanity’s 
fall is revealed in the 
heinous murder between 
two brothers.


NOAH
Judgment and 
graciousness are found in 
the flood. 


TO REFLECT GOD 
MEANS TO RELATE
To bear God’s image means to have a relationship with 
Him. Our image-bearing started when God created us. 
The account in Genesis shows how powerful a scene this 
was—when God’s face was toward us, when He breathed 
into the first man the breath of life. Just as a mirror best 
reflects an image when the mirror is directly in front of the 
object, we reflect God’s image best when we are in close 
relationship with Him.


After multiple statements of God seeing that His work 
was “good” and then “very good” comes the first moment 
when something is described as “not good.” We were not 
created to bear God’s image on our own or to have an 
isolated relationship with God. We reflect God best when 
we are in community with one another—relating to others 
in love and grace. Thus, reflecting God’s image means we 
are to relate rightly to Him and to others.


Genesis 2:7
Then the Lord God formed 
the man out of the dust 
from the ground and 
breathed the breath of life 
into his nostrils, and the 
man became a living being.


Genesis 2:15
The Lord God took the man and put him in the 
garden of Eden to work it and keep it.


WORK, 
WHETHER 
IT INVOLVES 
PLUMBING 
A SINK OR 
PLUMBING THE 
DEPTHS OF THE 
COSMOS, IN 
THE HANDS OF 
A CHRISTIAN IS 
MINISTRY.
BEN WITHERINGTON


TO REFLECT GOD MEANS TO WORK AND REST
A lot of people have wrongly assumed that the command to work was a result of man’s sinning 
and rebelling against God.


Work isn’t something that God gave man as a curse after the fall into sin; the toil of work 
is what came with sin, but work itself is designed to give us fulfillment and provide us an 
environment to reflect God.
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God did not rest because He needed it, as if He were tired or worn out. He gave us an 
example of rest to show that even though we are unlike any other creature in that we 
are the most “like” God, we are not God.


CHRIST CONNECTION
Bearing God’s image—it is a daunting task. How are you doing at reflecting God’s 
image? At wisely ruling the world? At relating with Him and others? At reflecting Him 
properly through the rhythms of your everyday activities and rest? What would the 
world conclude about God by looking at His image that you’re reflecting?


Here’s the bad news: It’s no small sin for you to fail at properly reflecting God to 
the world. An assault on God’s image is an assault on God Himself. When you fail to 
properly reflect His image to the world, you are telling the world lies about God and 
what He’s like.


But here’s the glorious good news: Jesus came to be the perfect image of the invisible 
God. He is the only One who rules wisely over the world. He upholds all things by His 
power, and all of creation awaits in eager anticipation for His return. He is the only 
One who perfectly relates to God and others and can restore our broken relationships 
with God and others. He not only has a face-to-face relationship with God, but His 
face is the very face of God. And because of Jesus’ good work on our behalf—His 
perfect life, death in our place, and glorious resurrection—we are invited into His rest. 
No longer striving for salvation but resting in His finished work.


TOWER OF BABEL
Humanity’s pride is 
relentless in seeking praise 
for itself; but God’s glory 
will never be dethroned.


THE CALLING OF 
ABRAHAM
God establishes a covenant 
with Abraham.
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YOUR STORY


God’s Story has always been designed to connect with your story. It is because of His Story 
that our stories make sense, have meaning, and carry on into eternity. Use the questions 
below to help think through how His Story connects with your own. 


 ▸ What comes to mind when you think of humanity being made “in the image 
of God”?


 ▸ When was the last time you thought of fish, birds, or even worms as living 
creatures that God has entrusted to you to care for?


 ▸ In what ways can your life demonstrate the priority of your relationship with 
God? What are some signs that your relationship with God is not your priority?


 ▸ In what ways does our culture diminish the value of work? How have you 
diminished the idea of work in your own life? How can you correct this?


HIS STORY
God’s Story of 
Redemption through 
His Son, Jesus Christ. YOUR STORY


Where your story 
meets His.
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YOUR MISSION


HEAD
The fact that God created humanity in His image means that each 
individual person on planet earth, no matter how big, how small, or the 
color of their skin, possesses inherent worth, value, and dignity.


• How should the doctrine of humans being created in God’s image 
influence the way we think about others?


• Why is it important to note that humanity has a special place among 
creation because we were created in God’s image? What are the 
dangers of not affirming this?


HEART
The reality of God creating humanity in His image not only means that 
we see other people in a different light, but it also influences the way 
we feel toward others who bear the same image, both Christians and 
non-Christians. 


• How should the doctrine of humans being created in God’s image influence 
the way we feel about others, both Christians and non-Christians? 


• Why should we be grieved when we see image bearers of God living 
in a way that is contrary to the way God intended? 


HANDS
As we learned throughout this session, bearing God’s image is a tangible 
reality that shows up in our day-to-day lives. Not only does it show up 
in our relationships, but it also shows up in the way we steward the earth 
God has given us, as well as in the way we work and rest. No matter how 
old you are, everyone works (home, school, sports, etc.), everyone rests, 
and everyone contributes, for good or bad, to the little corner of this 
planet where God has placed them.


• How will you begin to treat friends, family members, and even 
strangers differently based upon the truth that they are created in 
God’s image?


• What are some ways you can begin to reflect God by being a better 
steward of the world He has given us?
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